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1.  Subject  report  Is  forvarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordihie"’' 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actlonir  niou^' - 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Inforraatlon  contained  In  this  report  is  provided  to  Insure  that  the 
Aray  realises  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  chat  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Prograa  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cuswlatlve  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  In  the 
reports  Is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encourAged  to  recoimaend  items  from  It  for  Inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  coBq>leclng  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  Che  end  of  this  report. 
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SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division  for  the  period 
ending  30  April  1968  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  (C)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities 

a.  OPERATIONS. 


(1)  During  the  period  February  through  April  1968,  the  101st  Airborne 
Division  has  conducted  combat  operations  in  three  of  the  four  Corps  Tactical 
Zones  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  as  well  as  the  Capital  Military  District 
around  Saigon.  Elements  of  the  Division  have  fought  Viet  Cong,  North  Viet¬ 
namese  Regulars  and  Local  Force  units  from  the  marshy  rice  lands  southeast  of 
Saigon  to  the  mountainous  jungles  west  of  Hue.  During  the  period,  the  Division 
has  served  as  a  Reaction  Force,  ready  to  deploy  on  a  moment's  notice  to  any 
location  in  Vietnam.  At  310300  January  1968,  the  VC/NVA  launched  their  TET 
Offensive.  During  the  early  hours  of  the  battle,  a  VC  Sapper  platoon  breached 
the  court-yard  wall,  placing  a  significant  threat  on  the  American  Embassy, 
Saigon.  A  Ready  Reaction  Force  from  C-1-502  Inf  was  directed  to  conduct  an 
air  mobile  assault  to  the  roof  top  of  the  Embassy  building,  and  to  clear  and 
secure  the  Embassy  and  surrounding  area.  After  two  attempts,  the  assault  force 
was  able  to  land  on  the  HOT  LZ  at  010834  February.  In  less  than  1  hour,  the 
Embassy  and  surrounding  area  had  been  secured.  The  action  resulted  in  9  VC 
KIA  and  2  AK-47's  credited  to  the  101st  Abn  Troopers.  There  was  one  US  casualty 
a  door  gunner  on  one  of  the  assault  helicopters  was  wounded  by  SA  fire. 


(2)  Another  example  of  the  type  of  rapid  reaction  operations  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Division  occurred  on  the  morning  of  22  January  when  the  Division 
was  alerted  for  future  operations  and  directed  to  send  one  brigade  imnediately 
to  ICTZ.  At  that  time,  the  1st  Bde  was  conducting  operation  SAN  ANGELO  in 
Phuoc  Long  Province  near  the  Cambodian  border;  and  the  3d  Bde  was  conducting 
Operation  MANCHESTER  north  of  Blen  Hoa.  The  2d  Bde,  at  the  time,  had  just 
begun  an  air  assault  into  the  Mlchelln  plantation  area  near  Mlnh  Thanh 
(XT  6367)  to  begin  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  in  that  area  prior  to 
TET.  At  220910  January,  1-501  Inf  received  its  warding  order  while  in  flight 
to  the  Brigade  AO.  The  aircraft  were  diverted  and  returned  to  Cu  Chi  from 
where  the  battalion  deployed  to  Hue/Phu  Bai  the  following  day.  The  2d  Bde  (-) 
followed  imnediately.  The  2d  Bde  remained  OPCON  to  III  MAF  and  further  OPCON 
to  1st  Air  Cav  Dlv  until  10  March  68.  The  activities  of  2d  Bde  during  the 
period  22  Jan  -  10  Mar  are  Included  in  the  after  action  report  at  Inclosure  1. 
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(3)  Oh  1  February  the  day  after  the  initiation  of  th*  VC/NVA  TBT 
offenaivet  organic  combat  units  under  the  control  of  the  Division  Headquarters 
we-e  deployed  as  shown  below: 


WIT 

LOCATION 

CONTROL  HEAOQU.iRTERS 

let  Bde,  lOlst  Abn  Div 

Son*^  Be 

IQIst  Abn  Div 

1-327  Inf 

Song  Be 

lAoi 

2-327  Inf 

Ton  oan  Nhut 

CPC  »( effective  2  Feb) 

2-502  Inf 

Song  3e 

1/lQl 

3-506  Inf 

Phan  ihiet 

IFFV 

3d  Ble,  101st  Abn  Div 

Pbuoc  Vinh 

101st  Abn  Div 

1-506  Inf 

Phuoc  Vinh 

3/101 

2-506  Inf 

Phuoc  Vinh 

3/101 

>187  Inf 

I  huoc  Vinh 

3/101 

2-17  Car 

Song  Be 

1/101 

In  addition  to  the  above,  on  2  Feb  68,  the  Division  received  OFCON  of  the  199th 
Inf  Ble  (Lt)  (Sap)  and  the  2d  Sqdn,  11th  ACR,  and  further  assuned  responsi¬ 
bility  for  OPESATICN  UHKXITCWW  with  the  task  of  provldlns  for  the  defense  of  the 
Bien  Hoa  -  long  Bien  Co  nplex.  The  After  Action  Repor  t  for  the  offensive 

and  CPiSUTION  UNIONTCWN  are  included  in  Inclosure  2,  Concurrent  with  the  VC/ 

NVA  TCT  offensive  and  suhs^’quent  operations  in  the  Long  Bien  -  Bien  Hoa  Area, 
the  lot  Bde,  Idst  Abn  Div  also  conducted  an  air  move  from  Song  Be  to  Hue 
Phu  Bal  OPCCK  to  the  III  Marine  Amphibious  Force  upon  arrival.  Availability 
of  aircraft,  weather  conditions  in  the  northern  Corps  area  and  other  con¬ 
tributing  factors  required  the  .-nove  be  conducted  piece  -  meal.  On  9  Fnb 
1968,  the  Bde  tersdnated  OPERATION  SAtl  AMC2.1X>  and  be^ran  movement  to  I  CTZ 
Cf  CCN  toXII  NAF.  On  10  Feb,  1-327  Inf  initiated  air  nove  from  Bien  Hoa  to 
Hue  Phu  Bal.  2-502  Inf  departed  by  sea  on  13  Feb  and  on  19  Feb  landed  at 

Da  Nang.  2-327  Inf  noved  from  Bien  Hoa  to  Ihie  ihu  Bal.  The  Ist  Bde  remained 

OPCCN  toHI  )AF  lantil  18  Har,  vAien  OFCCN  returned  to  Div  control,  and  they 
Joined  OPSiATICM  CAR£I!TAN  I,  southwest  of  Hue.  The  activities  of  the  Ist 
Bde  in  I  CTZ  during  the  period  22  Feb  -  18  l-lar  are  covered  at  Inclosures 

3f  A,  5,  6.  During  the  period  17  February  -  5  Karch  *he  operations  conducted 

fcv  the  Div  Headqusrters ,  with  the  3d  Ble,  101  st  Abn  Div;  the  199th  Inf  Bde 
'SEP'  and  the  2/]\  Cav  in  11  CTZ  9rc  covered  in  the  ^uertcrlj  K:vj»lust5on 
Repvt  for  tbs  1st  Quarter  CY  bo,  at  Inclosure  2. 
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SUBJKCTi  OparatlonAl  Report  of  the  lOlat  Airborne  Olvislon  for  the  period 
ending  3©  April  1968,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rl) 

(A)  On  5  Her  1968,  operetlonel  oontrol  of  the  yi  Bde,  lOlet  Abn 
DIy  and  2/11  Cav  paesed  to  HQ 'a  IIPFV  and  the  Dlv  HQ  noeed  air  to  Hue 
Phu  Bal.  The  Division  Taetical  Operatlone  Center  opened,  vlo  ID  8321AS  on 
6  Mr,  OPCd)  toZT^  HAP  and  at  062400  Mar,  the  Dlvlelon  asauaed  operational 
control  of  the  3d  ade,  82d  Abn  Dlv  (ID  817147)  and  began  C^eratlon  CAHENTAN  I 
Qi  10  Her,  the  2d  Bde,  lOlat  Abn  Dlv  (TD  637275)  returned  to  Division  control 
and  CFCQN  of  the  Dlvlelcin  passed  to  the  newljr  created  Provisional  Corps 
Tletnaa  (PCV).  At  180800  Mar  the  1st  Bde,  IQlst  Afan  Dlv  was  released  fron 
participation  In  CPERATICM  JEB  SlIGWART  and  returned  to  Division  control, 

^he  activities  of  the  1st  Bde  durini;  operation  JEB  aTEWAJcT  are  corered  In 
the  combat  after  action  report  at  Inclosing  6,  “With  the  return  of  the  Ist 
Bde,  the  Division  Task  organization  for  caabat  in  I  CTZ  was  as  shewn  bslom 

1st  Bde.  lOlst  Abn  Dlv; 

1- 327  Inf 

2- 327  Inf 
2-502  Inf 

2d  Me^  Idst  Abn._Pivt 
1>501  Inf 
2-501  Inf 
1-502  Inf 

3d  Bde.  82d  Abn  Dlv  (Task  Ft^ee): 

1- 505  Inf 

2- 505  Inf 

1- 508  Inf 

2- 17  CavalTT 

(5)  Ths  lOlst  Abn  Dlv  officially  started  OPERATIOH  CARmAN  I  at 
082400  when  the  Dlv  HQ  assuosd  control  of  ths  3/82  Abn  Dlv.  Ths  operation 
continued  as  tbs  2/101  Abn  and  l/IOl  Abn  Joined  the  Dlv  on  10  and  16  Mr 
respectively.  CAREMTAN  I  was  a  Regional  Reconnaissance  In  Force  operation 
conducted  in  the  area  generally  frea  ths  Psrfaie  River  south  of  Hse  City 
northwest  to  vlo  Camp  Evans  and  fTosi  Ih^  QI^l,  northeast  to  ths  Qulf  of 
Tonkin.  When  ths  let  Bde  returned  to  Uv  control  on  18  Mar  tbs  AO  was  eov 
tended  south  of  Rue  to  vlo  East-West  ikld  05  to  include  tbs  area  la  whldb 
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they  had  been  working  while  In  OP  JEB  STEWART.  During  the  reporting  period, 
the  Division  has  participated  In  three  major  unit  operations:  CARENTAM  1, 
CAREHTAN  II  and  DELAWARE.  These  operations  are  discussed  below. 

(6)  OPERATION  CARENTAN  I:  Operation  Carentan  I  was  Initiated 
082400H  Mar,  when  thet  Division  assumed  operational  control  of  3d  Bde,  82d 

Abn  Dlv.  The  operation  was  conducted  lAW  101st  Abn  Dlv  OPORD  5-68  (CARENTAN) 
at  Inclosure  7.  The  mission  of  the  operation  was  to  locate  and  destroy  enemy 
forces,  base  areas  and  logistical  Installations  In  the  assigned  AO  with 
emphasis  on  Interdicting  enemy  Infiltration  routes  along  Hwy  547.  Concurrent 
with  the  above,  the  Division  assumed  the  responsibility  for  the  external 
security  for  the  Tan  My  -  Cocoa  Beach  port  facility  (YD  8232).  The  concept 
of  the  operation  Is  discussed  at  Inclosure  7.  Unit  activities  during 
Cerentan  I  consisted  of  preparation  and  occupation  of  fire  support  bases 
(FSB)^  mine  sweep  and  road  clearing  operations,  convoy  escort  missions  and 
after  it  Joined  the  Dlv  on  18  Mar,  be  mn  a  reconnaissance  in  force  Op  to 
the  southwest  astride  Hwy  547  to  clear  the  road  and  to  Interdict  enemy  In¬ 
filtration  from  the  southwest  Into  Hue. 

(7)  CARENTAN  II:  Operation  Carentan  II  was  Initiated  on  1  April 

as  an  extention  of  Carentan  I  rather  than  as  an  entirely  new  operation.  The 
mission  remained  the  same  with  the  additional  requirement  to  extend  the 
Division  AO  to  the  west  to  Include  the  areas  and  responsibilities  previously 
held  by  the  2d  and  3d  Brigades  of  the  1st  ACD.  This  mission  was  designed  to 
facilitate  the  1st  Cav  drive  to  open  Hwy  9  and  the  relief  of  the  Marines 
at  Khe  Sanh  Combat  Base.  The  AO  extension  generally  Included  the  area  be¬ 
tween  Hwy  QL-1  and  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  from  Camp  Evans  northwest  to  Hal  Lang. 
The  concept  of  the  operation  Is  Included  In  the  101st  Abn  Dlv  OFCORD  7-68 
(carentan  II)  at  Inclosure  8.  The  activities  of  the  3d  Bde,  82d  A^  Dlv 
Task  Force  In  OPERATIONS  CARENTAN  I  and  CARENTAN  II  will  be  covered  In  the 
ORIX  which  the  Bde  submits  as  a  preparing  agency.  The  activities  of  the  2d 
Bde,  lOlst  Avn  Dlv  In  operations  CARENTAN  I  &  II  will  be  covered  In  the 
Inclosure  9.  A  review  of  these  separate  actions  at  this  point  would  be 
superfluous.  However,  several  will  be  described  below  to  point  out  the 
techniques  and  methods  of  combat  which  are  representative  of  the  philosophy 
and  approach  to  successful  operations  employed  by  the  Division  during  the 
period. 


(8)  During  the  month  of  March,  Division  activities  centered  closely 
around  Hue.  Unit  activities  were  generally  devoted  to  the  establishment  of 
base  camp  facilities  and  positioning  forces  as  the  Divisional  units  returned 
to  Division  control*  Minor  Internal  AO  adjustments  were  made  to  facilitate 
fire-control  and  maneuver  coordination.  Generally  the  2d  Bde,  lOIst  Abn  Dlv 
was  deployed  to  the  northwest  of  Hue;  the  3d  Bde,  82d  AWn  Dlv  to  the  south 
and  southeast  of  Hue  and  the  Ist  Bde,  101st  Abn  Dlv  to  the  southwest  of  the 
Imperial  City,  The  terrain  overwhlch  operation  Carentan  I  &  11  was  conducted 
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was  low,  coastal  rice  land.  The  /^ographlcal  area  was  oharacterlied  ly  low 
rolllni;  sand  dunes  ai  jiroxl  lately  1-5  meters  hlL’h  with  a  lab’Tlnth  of  rice 
paddy  dikes  and  hedrerows  interconiiected,  throughout,  by  canals  and  strearas 
leadlnR  eventually  Into  the  '.Xilf  of  Tonkin.  The  major  LOC's  in  the  area, 
were  Hi-:'  QL-l,  K>«‘^'s  555  and  551,  the  "Street  without  Joy",  the  many  canals 
and  the  Ferfu  je  Mvirl  The  paddy  dikes,  and  villages  were  found  to  be 
elaborately  fortified,  suhiitant  iatlng  the  fact  t'  at  the  area  had  been  an 
enemy  stronghold  for  many  years.  It  was  In  this  environment  that  Operation 
Carenian  met  the  enemy.  As  units  beca;«  mor>.>  faniliar  with  the  terrain,  and 
operations  continued  to  exjiand  throughout  the  area,  oeveral  techniques  and 
methods  of  operations  began  to  emerge  as  being  more  successful  than  others. 
Operations  were  then  keyed  to  exploit  these  revelations,  r/lthln  short  time 
8  principle  items  had  been  Identified  as  the  most  successful  methods  of  meet¬ 
ing  and  destroying  the  enem;’^  in  this  area.  These  8  items  have  been  identified 
aa  follows: 

(a)  Multiple  actions. 

(b)  Continuous  attack. 

(o)  Night  fighting, 

(d)  No  reserve. 

(e)  Maximum  fire  SU; ;  ort. 

(f)  Mass  rapidly  on  lucrative  targets. 

(g)  Close  coordination  with  AIIVN. 

(h)  Special  equipment. 

(9)  The  methods  are  very  briefly  deocribed  aa  follows: 

(a)  MULTIFIi':  ACTIONS.  The  Infantry  rifle  oo.apary  is  the  basic 
force  conducting  combat  operations  within  the  AO.  Normally  this  has  meant 
an  average  of  approximately  25  company  sise  operations  in  the  field  simul¬ 
taneously.  This  provided  maximujn  exposure  of  friendly  troops  and  kept  the 
ensny  off  balanoe  by  appearing  to  be  everywhere  at  once. 

(b)  COKTIIIUOUS  ATTACK,  very  simply  stated  this  means  "relent¬ 
less  pursuit".  Once  contact  has  b  en  established  all  available  resources  are 
\ised  to  maintain  the  pressure  until  thi  ene'ny  is  either  captured  or  destroyed, 

(e)  NIOHT  FIGHTING.  It  has  been  said  that  the  night  belongs 
to  the  en«sy.  This  has  proven  to  be  true  only  if  allowed  to  be.  Night 
operations  wiphin  tAe  have  taktai  two  courses.  One,  ail  units  through 

out  the  AO,  nightly  establish  extensive  ambueh  poeltlone  astride  erei^y  LX's 
and  nuapeeted  supply  araaa.  Tht  i  tnfnuL  flfnumh  tihlnh  Division  nig^t  operations 
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hAvt  takm  la  tha  uaa  of  artifloial  lUiaalnatioD  to  taka  tha  advantaca  of 
darknaaa  away  froa  tha  anaagr. 

(4)  MO  RKSBiyt;.  A  raaarva  in  tha  olaaaieal  aenaa  haa  not  baan 
aaintainad.  Howanrar,  eouplad  with  tha  oonoapt  of  aultipla  eoii(>any  aetiona, 
ia  tha  prlnoipla  that  thaaa  oonpanlaa  oparata  tn  oloaa  proxtmity  to  aaoh 
other  and  within  ranga  of  rapid  rainfarcaaant.  In  affaot,  any  company  not 
in  oontaet  ia  tharaby  "in  raaanra*. 

(a)  ULSS  RAPIDLY  CM  LUCRATIVE  TARCETS.  Aa  aooD  aa  a  unit  haa 
aatabllahad  oontaet  with  tha  anaay,  all  aaailabla  aodaa  of  tranaportatloo 
ara  uaad  to  rapidly  aaal  tha  anany  and  praaani  hia  axflltration  iron  tha 
area.  Thia  Inoludaa  novanant  by  truok,  by  traokad  aahiolaa  and  by  foot,  aa 
wall  aa  by  haliooptar, 

(f )  IIUmtPM  Fpg  MPP(RT»  Onea  oontaet  haa  boon  nado,  all 
anpporting  firaa  ara  broufdit  to  boar  vpoa  tha  anaay  to  fix  hia  peaition 
whila  roaetion  foroaa  aanauaar  to  oorden  the  area.  Thaaa  firaa  ecntlnua  to 
powd  tha  anaay  and  aoftan  hia  dafanaaa  prior  to  aaaaultlng  the  objaotlva 
auooinotly  atatod  it  oeana  aaorifioa  rounda  not  bodiaa. 

(g)  CLOSE  COJlDlNATIjJN  WITH  AP.VW.  Close  ooordination  with  tha 
lot  ARVR  Qivlaion  in  Hue,  and  tha  RF/PF  and  National  Forea  Polioa  haa  proven 
very  fruitful.  These  agenciea  have  provided  an  aocoeptionally  valuable  In- 
taXligenee  aouroe  aa  well  aa  added  comb>at  power  in  ntfasroue  eo:ablned  aetiona. 

(h)  3PKIAL  EqpiFtaiT.  Several  itena  of  aquipnant  and  techniques 
have  particularly  enhanced  the  combat  operationa  on  tha  coaatal  plalna.  Tha 
uae  of  riot  control  agents  has  had  very  favoabla  results  particularly  the 

E8  (CS)  dispensor.  Tactical  alreraft  have  also  wiiquely  supported  psy-war 
operations.  Airlifting;  lOdoin  reooilless  rifles  to  support  coad>at  troopo 
after  contact  has  bsan  aetabliehed,  and  utilialng  constant  artificial  iUu^ 
ination  during  darkness  has  bean  used  to  effeotivaly  prevent  anaay  foreea 
from  escaping  under  the  ocnoealoent  of  darloieaa  from  n  satabllshed  cordon. 

(10)  The  individual  motions  iro<.i  which  tha  analysis  and  idaniifl- 
oation  of  tbasa  methods  was  mads  ara  eontainad.  in  tha  After  Action  Raporta 
and  Feeder  Raporta  inoludad  in  the  iaoloauraa  to  thia  report.  No  attaipt 
will  bw  made  to  ra-addraaa  thaaa  aaparata  actions  bars.  Oascrlbad  below  ara 
aaamplea  which  illuatrata  typioal  typaa  of  actions  conducted  during  tha 
Carentan  Operation. 

(U)  IplBal  Aotiona  Purina  CAREHTAN  I  6  II.  9  Ag»ili 
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(a)  Early  In  tlie  afternoon  on  9  AprJl  the  2d  Bde  Forward  Air 
Controller  obeerved  what  appeared  to  bo  8-10  122ran  rocket  poeltlone  vie 

ID  5721,  Arty  and  two  tactical  air  strlkea  were  employed  a^ainat  tbs  eua- 
peoted  looatione.  A  platoon  from  C-1-502  Inf  was  air-lifted  into  the  area, 

Aa  aoon  aa  the  artillery  waa  lifted  tbs  platoon  wae  inserted  at  1408  hra  to 
raid  the  area.  The  qvdek  reaction  resxdted  in  9xl22nin  rockets  captured. 

The  rockets  had  been  positioned  cii  baniboc  rails  and  were  aimed  at  Cao^}  Evana, 

(b)  During  the  lat  week  in  April  the  2-501  Inf  waa  securing 
Junder  Beach  (YD  4955)  and  Fire  Support  Base  HARDCCRE  tIo  TD  450510.  Jlsoon 
operations  were  conducted  throughout  the  area  to  obtain  infonaatlon  on  enemy 
strengths  and  dispoaltions.  On  10  April,  hard  intelligence  indicated  an 
en«y  build  up  vie  Thonh  Phuoo  Dlen  (YD  4748).  In  response  to  the  Intelligenoe 
information  A^-5Q1  began  a  RIF  from  FSB  HARDCORE  to  an  attack  poeition  vie 

YD  471490  while  D-2-501  conducted  an  air  assault  to  an  12  vie  YD  479481. 

Both  companies  began  a  coordinated  attack  on  the  villa-'e  after  artillery  and 
TAC'Air  praped  the  objective.  At  1317,  both  companlea  aatabllshed  oontaet 
vie  TO  472489  and  TD  473484,  TiC  Air  and  artillery  wera  aaployed,  and,  as 
ground  contact  continued  it  becaaa  obvious  that  ths  two  eoeqmniss  were 
engaged  with  a  aitable  eneqy  force.  At  1844,  the  battalion  waa  rallaved  of 
its  responeiblllty  to  aeeura  ths  bsaoh  and  firsbass  and  loasdiataly  alr-Uftsd 
B  Co  into  ths  objsctlve  srsa  to  hslp  establish  a  cordon  around  ths  anamy 
foros  prior  to  darkness.  After  the  oorton  waa  setablishsd,  81aa  mortars  ^ 
ware  inserted  to  bolster  the  cordon.  The  three  companlee  maintained  1U%» 
alert  during  the  night  and  employed  eontindous  iUusdnation  and  artillery. 
Throughout  ths  night  the  enemy  employed  SA/AW  RPG  sod  martsr  firs  In  num¬ 
erous  unsuccessful  atter^ts  to  eeeaps  the  cordon.  The  follcerlng  oornlng, 
helicopter  gunehipa,  artillery  and  seven  E8  (CS)  launchers  were  employed 
against  the  enemy  position  followed  by  TAC  Air.  At  1230  hea,  Co  D  and 
Co  B  (-)  (.ttaekad  the  village  from  tbs  soixtheaet  to  nortfaweat  into  the 
blooldng  positions  of  Co  A  and  the  remainder  of  Co  B.  The  objeotlve  was 
swept  by  mldaftemoon  nesting  only  scattered  resistance.  The  entire  oper- 
aticn  resulted  in  66  NVA  KIA,  13  NVA  FW,  21  individual  weapons  and  5  crew 
served  weapons  raptured,  plus  nmsroiiB  munitions  and  aiscellaneouB  equipment. 
Ths  operation  had  dealt  a  eignifloant  blow  to  the  6th  Sto,  812th  NVA  Regt. 
Friendly  oasualtiee  were  7  and  35  NIA. 

(e)  Ota  the  aHmiag  of  20  April  the  2-17  Cav  wm  deployed  with 
Trp  A  eoaduetlng  a  dismounted  reoonnaieeanes  in  fores  vie  YD  6029,  South  West 
of  An  Lo  Bridge  (YD  624302).  2d  Platoon,  A-3-5  Cav  (ateh'd  to  2-1?  Cav) 
was  located  attata  I4S  Brid^  (T06230),  and  TTp  B,  2-17  Cav  with  one  Platoon  of 
MLI3  armored  personnel  carriers  was  conducting  a  reecnnaissanee  in  force 
operation  northwest  of  An  Lo  bridge.  At  1045  hours,  B  Trp  observed  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  NVA  platoon  vie  YD  613326.  B  T^oop  oentinued  to  develop  the  oontaot 
determining  that  the  enemy  force  was  an  NVA  company..  It  was  also  dlacowred 
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that  tho  otroam  botmon  tho  ctoiiQr  and  Trp  B  waa  not  fordabla,  (Sae  figure 
below).  It  was  readily  apparent  that  the  ansnor's  poaltion  waa  bounded  on  the 
north  and  aouth  by  naturid  obataolea.  laaodlately  T^p  A  was  hall-lifted  from 
its  position  southHaat  of  An  Lo  bridge  into  an  12  vie  TD  612334  and  then  aored 
oearland  into  a  blookiztg,  position  vlo  TD  609332*  there  by  premting  any  ssoq^ 
iron  the  west.  While  A  ’^p  wac  being  lifted  In  to  position  artillery  and  TAC 
Air  plaeed  withering  fire  on  the  enasy  position.  Siaultaneously*  B  TTp  aored 
around  the  oarshy  area  on  the  south  to  attack  the  village  fron  the  east.  As 
B  TTp  was  oDvlng  into  its  attack  position  vie  TD  629335*  the  attaohed  Cav  Pit 
(2-3-5  Cav)  ooved  fron  An  Lo  Bridge  to  Join  tbs  attaek*  B  ITp  assaulted  with 
the  two  asohanlsed  platocms  abreast  and  the  Infantry  platoon  following  olosely 
behind.  ^  I8I5*  the  entire  village  had  been  swept.  The  aotion  reaultsd  in 
33  MYA  DA*  6  MYA  FW's*  18  Individual  and  1  orsw  served  weapons  oaptured.  The 
•itirs  operation  resulted  In  only  5  DB  VIA  (3  evao), 

(4)  Ca  21  April*  C  A  0  2-501  ware  oonduotlng  a  rsoannaiseaaoe 
in  foroe  operation  vio  ID  7530  in  responsa  to  intalliganee  build  up  in  the 
araa.  At  1AA5  Irs  Oo  C  obaarvod  8  TO  vio  TD  754311.  Tho  oeopsny  aagagad  the 
enei^  kH  ling  one  and  ea^uring  ona-  klh^T,  The  pvaued  the  anany  into 

the  village  of  Than  Dn  Doi  (TD  7531)  where  they  eatablished  oontaoi  with  an 
platoon.  Oo  0  doployad  along  the  southaaat  oomar  of  the  village  e»- 
plogilng  heavy  artlUary  and  4  taetioal  airatrikea  against  tha  anaay  poaltion. 

As  the  oontsot  dsvelop^*  the  ensay  eutployed  AW,M  RPC  and  62aa  aortar  flra 
against  ths  fjlsndly  foross.  Oo  0  working  sdjsosnt  to  Oo  C  aovod  In  sround  ths 
northsast  side  of  tha  village.  The  anaay  foroe  wss  further  evaluated  to  be  a 
oonyany  and  Juat  prior  to  darknesa  Conga  niea  A  &  B  2-501  Inf  ware  bali-llftad 
into  the  northwest  and  aouthweat  aldee  of  tha  village*  respeotivaly.  The 
eordon  waa  eoapleted  at  1910.  Artillery  and  oontinuous  artlfleial  Dareship 
iUualnatioB  wars  eaployed  throughout  ths  night.  During  the  ni^t*  tbs  eneoy 
nade  several  unsuooessful  attempts  to  ssceps  the  ooifdon.  The  ensmy's  psr- 
sistnt  attempts  to  escape*  however*  further  reinforeSd  the  fact  that  a  aiae- 
abla  faros  had  been  tranwd  in  the  eordon.  At  flret  light*  as  ths  frlsndly 
foross  begsn  closing  into  the  vlllago  they  again  reosived  heavy  AW/1lPQ'and 
sorter  flra.  Baavy  artilleiy  and  6  TAC  Air  atrlhss  ware  mployed  throughout 
the  day.  Oaptured  doounenis  indloatad  tbob  the  ena^f  fores  was  the  4th 
Coopaiy  (heavy  waapena)  of  tho  812tb  BYA  Sogt.  The  attaoklng  fc  oes  oou- 
tin^  to  swat  stiff  rssistsnos  as  the  setion  oontlBusd  into  the  late  after¬ 
noon*  At  1716. hours  the  1st  ARYB  Division  Rsocn  Ocnpany  (Ths  Hlaok  Panther 
Foross)  was  hell-liftsd  in  to  Join  the  southern  portion  of  ths  oordon*  sad  ths 
222  RF  Coo^any  ooved  overland  Stcu  Qusng  Disn  vie  ID  6033  to  Join  the  eordon 
in  tho  north.  47  HYb  were  killed  during  the  day  ss  ths  oontsot  eontlsued  into 
ths  night,  ^s  eordon  was  oontlnued  as  srtlUoryiaalntsinsd  eontinueus  Ulosi— 
nation  and  beafesrdsd  tbs  ontoy  positions  tbroegbsut  ths  sssond  nlgbt  of  oantaot. 
A  roduotiun  in  onsiy  rssistsnos  wss  noted  and  at  first  light  the  village  was 

w^.th  artillery  and  TAC  Air.  then  oonpaniss  A  &  0  attaoksd  from  the  nodbtb 
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through  the  vUlsi^e  towards  the  blocking  positions  on  ths  south.  The 
operation  resulted  in  74  NVA  KIA,  1  NVA/r'tV  and  13  weapons  captured  or  des¬ 
troyed ,  Friendly  oasualtles  for  the  entire  3  day  operation  were  12  US  WIA. 

(e)  Approxbaately  1400  hrs,  28  April  the  1st  ARVN  Div  Recon 
Ccn^iany,  while  operating  in  close  coordination  with  Div  forces  along  the  Song 
Bo  River  vie  TD  6929  reported  a  oii^ilficant  enejny  force  located  vie  ID  6828* 
Reacting  in  response  to  this  report,  1-501  Inf  with  4  rifle  conpanieeand  3 
platoons  of  popular  force  troops  moved  overland  and  by  helicopter  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  cordon  around  tTte  area.  (See  figure  2,  below).  The  r^>id  response 
caught  the  enemy  by  surprise.  Durii'g  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  and 
throughout  the  nig!  t,  the  enei<Ty  atteiapted  to  escape  the  cordon.  Each  attempt 
was  repulsed  utiHsing  tremendous  amounts  of  heavy  artillery,  helicopter  gun- 
ehipe  and  continuous  artificial  illumination  during  the  night.  The  follom* 
ing  naming  (29  April),  the  frleiKlly  forces  in  the  nerthem  "neck"  of  the 
cordon  began  to  push  into  the  village.  lanediately  they  met  stiff  resistsnes 
from  eneoy  forces  with  SA/AW/HTG  In  fartifled  bunkers.  The  battle  raged 
throu^out  the  day  with  allied  fierce  nsRlng-  little  progress.  &>1-501  Inf 
was  inserted  into  the  cordon  to  .bolster  the  northem  position.  KI06  reooil- 
leee  rifles  and  81nin  mortare  were  air  lifted  in  to  add  additional  fire  power 
as  TAG  Air  and  artillery  continued  to  pound  the  fortified  enemy.  E8  (CS) 
dlapereere  were  also  inserted  and  integrated  into  the  cordon  ae  plans  were 
made  to  attack  the  following  .'.lorning.  The  actions  on  29  April  accounted  for 
64  ensny  dead.  Throu^out  the  nlgjit,  the  eneny  continued  his  violent,  yet 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  escape.  The  enemy  estimated  at  battalion  site 
massed  AW/RPG/  and  mortar  fire  while  trying  to  rush  a  platoon  size  force 
through  the  cordon  vie  YD  694284*  RecoiUees  rifles  and  elayiaore  mines  were 
an  effective  deterent  to  the  would-be  escapees.  The  artificial  lUumlnation 
and  heavy  artillery  continued  throughout  the  night.  The  eneiuy  resistance 
was  beginning  to  fade  althoiurh  savage  fighting  continued  all  day  30  April. 
Contact  continued  during  the  night  of  30  April  -  1  May.  Twice  during  the  night, 
eneniy  forces  tried  to  escape  the  cordon  but  were  driven  back.  A  Hoi  Chanh 
who  rallied  during  the  contact  and  sever al  R/'e  identified  the  enemy  unit  as 
the  dth  £h,  90tb  NVA  Hegt.  Early  in  the  morning,  a  psywar  appeal  wae  made 
by  a  loudspeaker  to  the  trapped  enecy.  The  psywar  operatic  was  oiade  In 
conjunction  with  the  TAG  Air  Strikes  on  the  village.  After  several  air  atrikea 
had  been  made,  the  Hoi  Chanh  made  an  appeal  to  the  trapped  eneaiy  to  eurrender. 
After  a  pause,  the  forward  air  controller  would  direct  a  long,  low,  scream¬ 
ing  paes  over  ths  village,  then  the  loudspeaker  sude  another  appeal  for 
eurrender  telling  the  trapped  soldiers  that  the  next  paes  would  be  for  reel* 
Sufficient  time  was  given  for  believera  to  react  then  the  aircraft  were  directed 
in  "live"  to  further  convince  any  doubters.  This  technique  directly  iniluencad 
the  95  NVA/PWs  who  surrendered  during  the  day.  The  payope  mission  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  CS  drop  and  more  tactical  air  etrikes.  Tha  enemy  had  weakened 
considerably  as  sthstantlal  advances  were  isde  Into  the  viUS/^e  and  tha 
Gordon  waa  further  consolidated.  The  day's  action  resulted  In  an  additional 
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L«1  NVA  KIA,  and  75  weapon  captured.  Continuous  ,  .ore  was  maintained 
throughout  the  night  of  1-2  liay.  Eneiny  attwipts  to  escape  df  creased  and 
hie  fire  r^ower  was  considirably  reduced  as  artillery  and  TAC  Air  had  elii&- 
inated  hie  indirect  weapons.  PV/'s  indicated  heavy  casualties  had  been 
suatained  and  the  renuiinder  had  been  without  food  for  several  days.  On 

2  Hay  the  sweep  of  the  viilar'e  was  completed.  For  several  more  days  friendly 
elements  rermlned  in  the  area  to  completely  search  the  area  for  weapon 

and  other  items  of  intellieence  value.  The  total  results  of  this  highly 
successful  operation  netted  314  MVA  KIA,  10?  NVA/F>(  *s  and  103  weapons 
captured.  Friendly  casualties  weie  A  Kin,  21  WIA  (17  -:VAC),  Investigation 
after  the  action  confirmed  that  the  enemy  unit  was  the  8th  &»,  90th  NVA 
Ro‘tt  »xA  that  during  the  action  the  Bn  CtKinander,  Executive  Officer  and 

3  Company  CoTjnanders  had  been  kilied.  The  five  day  operation  had  rendered 
the  enemy  battalion  virtually  ineffective  for  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

(1£)  The  actions  cited  above  are  by  no  means  the  only  actions  ooi^uated 
during  the  period.  These  actions  account  for  a  portion  of  the  1682 

enemy  killed  during  the  operation.  They  do,  however,  point  out  the  methods 
which  have  been  eucceeefuUy  enqployed  by  the  Divielon  in  the  coastal  plains 
around  Hua.  These  methods  are  significant  in  that  they  are  eimple,  eompr^ 
hcnsive,  interrelated  and,  most  significantly,  that  they  were  eueoeeeful. 

There  is  one  additional  prinelple  that  has  also  greatly  enhanced  these 
operati<viB|  that  is,  the  extension  of  "night  operations"  to  include  a  net¬ 
work  of  ambush  sites  established  nightly  throughout  the  AO.  The  Divielon 
has  averaged  50  aquad/platcm  else  ambush  positions  each  night.  In  operation 
CARENTAN  I  &  II,  theae  night  ojierations  have  accounted  for  approximately 
6CE?  of  the  total  'fighting  for  the  period.  A  more  detailed  account  of 
enemy  casualty  and  equipment  losses  during  the  period  is  included  at 
paragraph  c  (Intelligence)  below.  Operation  CAHSTAK  II  contlnueo  through  the 
end  of  the  reporting  period, 

(13)  OPERATION  DKIAWARE;  Operation  DElAi.’ARE  began  190001H  April 
1968  as  a  one  brigade  operation  into  the  mountainous  Jungle  astride  Itiy  -547, 
southwest  of  Hue.  The  let  Bie.  lOlst  Abn  Olv  conducted  the  operation  lAW 
Division  CFQID  11-68  (DELA.iAKE;  at  Inolosuro  10.  The  operation  was  desigaed 
to  ocmpUnent  the  let  ACD  aeaault  into  the  Aehau  Valley.  The  mieaion  of 
the  1st  Bde  was  to  conduct  ground  and  airmobile  assaults  southwest  from  FSB 
Baeto^ie  to  Interdlot  er-emy  routes  of  wlthdrawal/lnflltratlon  vie  Junction 
lb»y»s  547  end  547A  (ID  5504)j  establish  FSB  Veghel  vie  hlU  333  (H)  5404)) 
block  flty's  547  and  547A  in  aone  and  provide  security  for  FSB  Baatogne  a^ 
Rome  Plow  operations  in  the  area.  Upon  completion  of  the  above,  ba  prepared 
to  continue  attack  to  the  south  into  the  Rao  Nai  (River)  Valley  or  to  re¬ 
orient  north  along  the  axis  of  the  Song  Bo  RiVfX  towards  VC/NVA  Base  Area  114, 
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SUBJECT:  Op^ratlonid  Report  or  the  lOlet  Airborne  Olrlaion  for  the  period 
ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSF0:(-65  (Rl) 

The  originel  concept  of  the  oper&tion  ia  diecuseed  at  Incloeur*  10* 

(a)  The  initial  concept  of  operation  waa  changed  on  17  April 
1968  at  which  time  the  brigade  received  a  FRAG  0  directing  that  the  ^  ARVN 
Ain  Taak  For  oe  would  assume  reaponeibility  for  the  clearing  of  Hwy  5^7A. 

The  ARVN  Abn  Taak  Fcree  would  alao  air  aasault  into  a  LZ  secured  by  eleaents 
of  the  1-327  Inf  and  provide  one  battalion  to  aesist  In  securing  12  VEGHSL. 
The  miasion  of  the  2-502  Inf  waa  ehan/^ed  to  conduct  reconnaiaaance  in  force 
operations  in  the  Rao  tlai  Valle'-.  The  date  for  the  air  assault  remained 
unchan  ed. 


(b)  The  LZ  fcr  the  air  assault  of  the  1-327  Inf  into  the  Delta 
JuRotion  Area  was  changed  froiii  Hill  (YD  54602,9)  to  vie  YD  556030.  This  was 
due  to  the  inability  of  the  Hill  to  be  satisfactorily  cleared  with  teetioal  air 
including  2000  lb  daisy  cutters.  Aa  this  location  was  the  prime  consideration 
for  establishaent  of  LZ  VEdlEL  doubt  was  now  east  as  to  the  praoticallity  of 
this  as  it  would  undoubtedly  require  a  major  engineer  effort.  In  view  of 
this  the  deoision  as  to  where  12  VHGH^L  voi;ild  be  located  waa  witheld  until 
after  the  air  assault. 

(e)  Excluding  (a)  &  (b)  above,  the  operation  was  Initiated 
on  19  April  l%fl  as  planned.  Early  in  the- morning  cf  19  April  the  2-502 
Inf  end  2-327  Inf  lajji.-.-  attacks  to  fix  and  destroy  snon^y  forces  operating 
west  of  Fire  Bast  BASTCQ^.  TT^  air  assault  of  the  1-327  Inf  comnenoed  at 
UOOH  with  CompuAy  C  making  the  initial  assault.  An  aircraft  in  the  first 
wave  at  1103H  dev  loped  mechanical  problems  and  crashed  on  the  IZ  resulting 
in  6  easualtiss  (5  fian  C-1-327,  1  crew  member)  none  serious.  C-1-327 
closed  cm  the  LZ  at  II3OH  and  secured  the  location  for  ths  dlaplaoeivnt  of 
the  rema^er  of  the  battalion.  Ths  air  assault  wae  completed  at  1237H. 

Ch  the  following  day  the  6th  ARVN  Abn  Bn  air  assaulted  into  the  saao  LZ 
whl^  was  still  secured  by  C-1-327.  The  relief  of  the  2-502  Inf  by  tbs  1-5CB 
Inf  at  BAST0(KE  was  effected  on  20  April.  This  was  folloand  by  the  air 
assaulting  of  the  2-502  Inf  into  an  IZ  vio  TD  558028  on  21  April.  The  re¬ 
maining  two  battalions  (3d  and  8th)  of  the  3d  ARVN  Abn  Task  Force  air  aaaaulted 
into  the  same  LZ  on  22  and  23  Apjril  respectively.  During  this  period  19-21 
April  elements  of  the  1-327  Inf  waca  involved  In  heavy  fighting  to  seiie  ol^ 
JeetlTee  1  and  2  vie  ID  550036  and  TD  543028  respectively.  On  the  evening  of 
21  April  the  2-5C2  Inf  wae  given  the  mieeion  to  relelSre  the  1-327  of  nleeion 
to  seise  objective  2  (T0543028).  Ch  22  April  after  rour  daye  of  heavy  fight¬ 
ing  the  1-327  Inf  seised  cRjjective  1  (ID  55OO36)  and  C-2-502  Inf  eeieed 
objective  2  (ID543028).  Elements  of  the  3d  ARVN  Abn  Task  Force  wsre  engagsd 
in  heavy  fighting  vicinity  ID  565043  and  Hill  333  (ID  5^6049).  Ch  28  April 
the  3d  ARVN  Abn  Task  Fcrce  oroesed  the  Seng  Bo  River  vie  ID  528035  end  moved 
west  Into  the  Pec  Khe  Valley,  the  2-502  Inf  oriented  went  Into  the  Rto  Nal 
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SUBJECTj  Operational  Report  of  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  for  the  period 
ending  30  April  1968,  RCS,  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

Valley  leaving  the  1-327  Inf  in  the  Delta  Junction  Area.  The  2-327  Inf  was 
operating  west  of  Fire  Base  ftiSTOGNE  and  north  of  ffc(y  5^»7«  All  elements  are 
In  thie  general  posture  at  the  cloee  of  the  reporting  period.  The  dense 
triple  canopy  Jungle  and  the  s  teep  rutged  mountains  presented  a  fornddabls 
obstacle  to  operations  in  the  area.  Weather  conditions  severely  ha  ?ered 
air  operations.  Enemy  pxound  contacts  in  the  area  were  scattered  and  gen¬ 
erally  the  enemy  force  was  squad  size  or  smaller.  Eneoy  Initiated  aotivltles 
were  predominately  rocket  and  mortar  stand  off  attacks.  Some  anti-aircraft 
fire  was  experienced  in  the  area.  Several  large  munitions  sashes  wers  also 
discovered, 

(d)  Resultsas  of  30  April  1968  (does  not  include  ARViJt 


40  XKA 
206  WHA 

1  MHA 

2  NBC 


221  NVA  KIA  (C) 
1  NVA  IW 
58  SA 
19  C/S 


b.  CHEMICAL  OPERATIONS,  During  the  period  February  through  April  1968, 
ohendcal  aetivitiee  of  the  Division  Included  aerial  and  ground  eoploynKnt  of 
ICA  CS,  aerial  and  ground  based  defoliation  operations,  aerial  smoke  operations 
snd  personnel  detector  operations. 


(1)  RCA  Operations: 


(a)  Non-persistent  RCA  CS  has  been  used  extensively  in  con- 
Junotlcn  with  preparatory  fires  on  fortified  haoleta  north  and  northwest  of 
Hue  daring  Operation  CARENTAN.  The  CS  delivery  systems  used  include  £158 
CS  Cannlster  Clusters,  E8  Tactical  CS  launchers,  locally  fabricated  CS 
?renade  dispensers  and  4.2  OS  mortar  rounds.  Use  of  CS  in  preparations  is  in 
oonsonanoe  with  the  101st  Airborne  Divlelcn's  policy  of  wide  ranging  reeon- 
nalAsanoe  and  ra^ld  concentration  of  unite  to  fix  and  destroy  the  enemy  ones 
located.  The  CS  is  integrated  into  supporting  fires,  primarly  in  a  targst 
softening  role. 

(b)  Five  axsmples  of  these  operations  are  described  bslowr 

i  Action  7-8  April  1968  vie  YD  6729  (Sss  figure  3,  below) 

a  At  0810  hours  on  7  April,  an  anbush  eleosnt  of  £-1-501 
wais  returning  from  their  night  ambush  position  to  the  ootqwny  base  area  when 
it  was  fired  upon  from  the  western  ed;^  of  the  viUags,  by  what  was  later 
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tetlMted  to  b«  •  conpeny  VC/RVA  foreo.  Another  Mboeh  eleaent  linked 
up  with  the  plfttoon  (-)  end  engeged  the  enmy  with  orgenlo  weepone.  At  0915, 
eontaot  wee  broken  end  the  pletoon  (+)  moved  on  to  the  ooopeny  beee.  The 
oonpeny  then  eet  up  blocking  poeitione  on  the  west  side  of  the  vlllege.  "C" 
Compeny,  1-501  moved  into  the  eree  north  of  the  vlllege  and  established 
blocking  poeitione,  B-I-5O5,  eonductin,-:  RIF  operations  to  the  east,  was 
lifted  eeroee  the  river  by  helicopters  and  proceeded  to  sweep  to  the  west. 

Lead  elements  came  under  heav^'  SA/MF  fire  from  the  small  villege  to  the  east 
of  the  initial  contact.  They  pulled  back  and  called  for  artillery  and  air- 
strikes  end  included  20  rounds  CS  from  their  organic  A.2  mortar.  It  was 
soon  determined  that  this  oomplex  was  heavily  bunkered  and  well  defended. 

Ry  this  tinw  it  was  late  afternoon  and  plans  were  made  to  continue  the  etiadc 
the  following  day* 


^  T!ie  next  morning  C-1-501  began  at  firet  light  to 
■ore  SM  aroond  B-1-501  toward  the  river.  At  0930  a  C5  preparation  wee  placed 
on  the  villege  and  followed  by  artillery  and  air  atrikee.  The  initial  CS 
peas  was  at  I500  feet  end  delivered  four  E158  Cennieter  Cluetera  which  in^ 
peetad  on  the  weatam  edge  of  the  village,  covering  about  ?0!t  of  it  with  agent. 
The  wind  at  thie  time  was  weeterly  at  7  to  10  knots,  with  a  neutral  tei^r- 
ature  .radiant,  light  and  medium  artHlsry  and  foiu*  air  strikes  followed 
the  CS.  By  late  morning,  01-501  moved  into  attack  positlcms  west  of  the 
villege. 


£  Upon  completion  of  the  final  air  strike  at  II50 
hours,  additional  CS  was  placed  on  the  village.  Two  h,15d*s  were  droj'ped, 
again  from  I5OO  feet  on  the  target  line,  in  order  to  suppress  expected  ground 
firo.  Next,  using  the  rocket  pod  grenade  drop  system,  192  grenades  were 
dropped  in  tbs  village.  The  CS  pass  was  closely  followed  by  192  HC  grenades. 

A  final  pass  was  made  at  I5OO  feet  to  drop  the  remaining  two  £156 'a  00  a  tree 
line  along  HE  comer  of  the  village  ^om  which  fire  was  coLilng.  The 
wind  dlreoti  was  now  almost  northerly,  and  the  village  was  completely 
covered  with  agent.  Artillery  was  again  employed  and  the  two  companies  on 
the  nertb  and  waet  began  sweeping  through  this  village,  and  later  the  one  to 
the  east,  Ikiring  the  wweep  of  the  vil3  ages  and  the  siurrounding  area,  the 
company  killed  or  found  the  bodies  of  37  eneuQr, 

d  The  ground  eomanders  praised  the  effects  of  the  CS 
and  felt  that  it  had  significantly  increased  the  effeotiveneee  of  the  artillery 
strikes,  and  had  assisted  them  in  their  eeaaulte  acroea  the  open  rice  lend 
enrroundlng  tba  vUlagea, 

g  Action  9  April  1968  vie  ID  6828  (See  figure  A,  below) 
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SDBJIOTt  OpwsviaiMd  R«p«rt  of  tb*  10]«t  Alrbonw  Qlvlolon  tar  U]0  ptriod 
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tCta  8  Aprllf  tto  lot  BotUlion  (Abn),  505th  Infontrjr 
•  sttipootod  eomponjr  oiM  NVA  fores  In  the  vUloj;#  of 
Phuoe  Ten«  vie  lO  680080*  ft>evo  aod  Cherlle  of  the  1-505  relnferoed  bj 
Alpha  of  the  let  BattellOB  (Abn)  501et  Infentrjr  cordoned  the  village  tdille 
TAG  Air  and  artlllerT'  were  oailed  In.  The  cordon  was  maintained  throu^  the 
night  and*  on  9  April*  Bravo  and  Charlie  irepared  to  cMaep  from  the  aouth 
and  west  reepeetlvaLy  while  Alpha  moved  from  lie  posltlona  to  the  north. 

^  Ae  tbs  sweep  began*  CS  grenades  were  dropped  on  a 
generalljr  east^wsst  lias  to  aid  Alpha  and  Charlie  in  entering  the  village. 
Winds  ware  SB  at  8  to  10  knots  and  the  ta^>eratare  gradient  was  lapse. 

ETavo  oompanT'*  which  did  not  have  proteotlve  masks  waited  tsttll  the  agent 
cloud  cleared  the  village  bef<re  advancing.  At  1155*  coincident  with  the 
CS  drop*  Alpha  moved  toward  the  village*  aeroes  150  awtera  of  open  ground 
receiving  light  anlper  fire*  but  suffering  no  oasualtleea  Alpha  ecn^eted 
the  sweep  Into  the  vlllege  eeat  of  the  river*  taking  several  datalneee. 

Cherlle  ocaipeny  else  ncwed  toward  the  vlllege  as 
the  C8  was  dropped.  Thej  eaeointerod  the  CS  ac*Bt  just  as  thep  raaehad  tho 
edge  of  the  vlllege.  At  ttet  tlM*  tbs  agent  eonoentratlCB  wee  weak  but 
proteotlTe  maake  ware  required.  The  eompanr  made  no  eantaot  while  tho  CS 
was  In  the  area*  but  eantaot  was  aede  with  an  aitlmated  platoon  aiaa  force 
after  the  jgent  cleared. 

d  Wind  end  tmoperature  gradient  contributed  to  rapid 
dissipation  of  the  agent  doud*  but  the  CS  did  provide  euffleiwt  fire  sup* 
nressloo  to  allow  the  oonpanlae  to  reach  the  village  without  casualties. 

£  Alpha  company' 8  sweep  netted  four  HHEA  bodiee  prior 

to  Baking  eantaot. 

t  In  each  ease*  prote^lve  masks  were  found  on  or 
near  the  bodl'  '.  The  CS  agsnt  had  provided  euffiolent  euppreesion  to  sll<n( 
the  cciienlee  m  erose  open  ^ound  and  enter  the  vlllege  oven  though  at 
least  a  portion  of  ths  force  wee  equipped  with  prcteetlve  masks. 

2  Action  10  April  1968  vlo  ID  4718  (See  figure  5»  below) 

*Cki  10  April  1968*  the  3d  Battalion  (A'cn)  501st 
S  in  ccnjimotlcn  with  a  SMsp  eperatiai  on  tie  village 
of  Phneo  Olen  Wo  70  475485.  The  vUltge  was  bsUeWd  to  oontainsBMVA 
ocapangr. 

J  Alpha  cempaqp*  having  mida  initial  oontaot  near  tho 
bgr  Delta  coopaiqr  shortly  after  noon  idien  Delta  oco- 
plsted  a  eodbet  assault  00  a  IZ  west  of  tbs  viJJngd.  i^tsr  link-up  with  Alpha 

/4 


CONFIDENTIAL 


17 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDO-OC  2  4  HilAY  1961 

SUBJSCTt  Optratlonal  Rtpo*  t  of  the  IClst  Airborm  Division  for  th«  period 
■Kling  30  April  1968,  RCS,  CSFCfl>65  (Rl) 

the  two  eonpaniee  prepmrod  to  eweep  from  NU  to  SE  through  the  village, 
frior  to  the  sweep,  five  E8  Taotioal  CS  Launohere  vrera  to  be  fired  into  the 
vllla:'e,  eloeely  followed  by  airdrop  of  192  CS  grenades  on  the  SE  side 
of  the  village. 

£  Iisnediately  after  the  £6'b  were  fired,  both  oompanies 
moved  toward  thie  village  through  the  CS  cloud.  As  they  moved  forward,  they 
killed  three  RVA  who  were  Lioving  about  in  the  village.  At  1317,  as  they 
reached  the  edge  of  the  village,  both  companies  began  receiving  SA/AW  fire 
and  occasional  RPO  rounds.  By  this  time,  the  CS  cloud,  dilven  by  the  re¬ 
latively  stiff  winds,  had  passed  through  the  village.  It  had,  however, 
allowed  the  ecnpanies  to  cross  approximately  200  meters  of  open  terrain  with¬ 
out  taking  any  casualties. 

d  Stiff  resistance  was  encountered  from  bunker  eom- 
plexee  within  the  village  and  at  1630,  contact  was  broken  and  TAC  Air  and 
artillery  were  called  on  the  village.  A  sweep  of  the  village  on  11  April 
yielded  19  NVA  KIA,  1  Fri  and  20  detainees.  Of  the  20  N7A  found  in  the  village, 
two  had  protective  masks.  Total  friendly  oasualtiee  were  3  KIA  end  10  WIA. 

e  The  oommanders  involved  felt  that  the  CS  could  have 
contributed  more  to  the  operation  if  it  had  lingered  in  the  village  a  longer 
period  of  time*  The  15  to  20  knot  wlnda  coupled  with  the  strong  mid-day 
lapse  oonditione  greatly  accelerated  t  e  dlsaipatlcai  of  the  agent  cloud. 
ReinforoeiMnt  of  the  agent  cloud  with  additional  grenade  passes  or  with  additional 
E8  launchers  would  have  been  appropriate  when  the  companies  beran  rseslvlng 
fire  inside  the  village.  At  the  time  such  relnforcewnt  was  not  possible,  due 
to  non-availability  of  helicopters  and  additional  CS  munitions. 

4  Action  18  April  1968  vie  YD  7230  (See  figure  6,  below) 

a  On  1^  April  1968,  three  oon^aniss  of  the  1st  Battalion 
(Ahn)  50l8t  Ihf  trapped  an  estimated  company  else  NVA  force  (later  identified 
as  4th  Co,  Ist  Bn,  803  NVA  Regt)  In  the  fortified  hamlet  of  Dong  Xuyen  vie 
YD  7230,  With  C  Company  blocking  to  the  north,  B  Company  on  the  west  and  A 
Coripany  to  the  wout'-,  D  Company  moved  into  poeltion  from  the  east.  D  Company 
received  AW  fire  and  RPO  fire  resulting  in  1  US  KIA  arid  11  'WIA.  D  Con^ny 
withdrAr  and  walled  while  alrstrikes  were  called  on  the  vllitge.  After  the 
final  alrstrlkm,  CS  gas  was  placed  on  the  village  and  followed  Inoiedlately 
by  an  artillery  TOT. 

b  The  CS  miseion  eoneleted  of  three  passes,  one  at  1000 
feet  using  one  E158  Cluster,  and  two  low  level  each  delivering  192  CS  grenades 
using  locally  fabrioated  grenade  drop  racks.  The  initial  E158  pass  was  in¬ 
tend^  to  suppress  ene  ly  fire  for  the  low  level  passes  by  placing  an  initial 
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eo^eentretlon  of  ejent  in  the  eree.  Fighter  aircraft  had  received  AW  and  RPC 
fire  during  the  prelluiintry  airstrikee. 

£  The  E158  landed  on  target  and  efi'actively  covered 
the  northern  portion  of  the  village.  Inriediateiy  follovrtng  the  £158*  a  low 
level  paae  from  NW  to  S£  waa  made  and  192  grenades  were  dropped  along  the  NE 
Bide  of  the  village.  On  the  third  paast  NVA  were  obaerved  moving  around  in 
the  vlll-nge.  As  soon  ;'.s  the  CS  ahlp  cleared  the  area^  the  artillery  TOT 
vas  fired  on  the  village. 

d  The  Co  drope  were  made  at  1600,  1805 «  and  1615 
reopectively.  Winds  were  from  the  NE  at  approxinif’.tely  10  knots.  The  tem¬ 
perature  gradient  was  neutral.  The  target  coverage  was  100^  of  the  village, 
and  10Q{  of  the  munltlone  functioned. 

a  A  sweep  of  the  village  on  >  .*^ril  1968  discovered 
54  NTA  bodies.  Four  Ak  47 'a  and  two  SKS  were  eaptu  A  along  with  numerous 
SA  aorminitionj  olsoellaneous  LBE,  a  Irge  msdleal  kit  and  4500  lbs  of  rice 
and  documents.  Total  friendly  losses  for  the  engagement  were  1  US  KIA  and 
12  WIA. 


f  Again,  ground  co.imarxlers  considered  the  CS  munitions 
which  were  Incorporated  in  the  softening  fires  contributed  extensively  to  the 
impressive  body  count  and  hedped  to  reduce  friendly  casualties. 

^  Action  28  April  •'  1  Kay  1968  vie  YD  6827  (figvu'e  7»  below) 

a  Tlie  cordon  operation  around  Fhuoc  Yon  village  (vie 
YD  6827)  began  on  28  April  when  four  rifle  companies  from  2d  Me  lOlst  Abn 
Div  (A-1-502,  A-1->501  and  B  and  D-2-501)  responded  to  Intelligence  information 
and  encircled  the  hamlet  where  an  NVA  battalion  later  identified  aa  the  8th 
Eh,  90th  NVA  Regt,  was  reportedly  intrenched.  During  the  night  and  early 
ijornlng  hours  of  the  29th,  the  enwny  mads  three  concerted  efforts  to  break 
the  encirolemsnt  which  were  successfully  beaten  back.  On  29  April,  heavy 
artillery,  TAC  Air,  gunships  and  rec-ollless  rifle  fire  together  with  inteneive 
machine  gun  and  rifle  fire  from  the  paratroopers  continued  to  batter  the  anaaiy. . 
Ainshlps  from  the  308th  Avn  Bn  and  lOL^t  Avn  Bn  killed  51  enemy.  An  additional 
13  NVA  were  killed  by  the  paratroopers  and  4  weapons  wore  captured.  Ch  30 
April,  the  enemy  continued  to  deliver  heavy  voluws  ol  SA/A^/RPG  fire  ttoa  the 
village.  Friendly  artillery  and  15  TAG  airstrlkes  continued  throughout  the  day 
to  soften  up  the  objective  area,  as  another  pa-’-atroop  company  (B-1-501)  was 
hell-lifted  into  augment  the  seal.  Thirtven  NVA  were  killed  during  the  day’s 
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sctlon  bsr  lAC  sir  end  ground  forces.  BetMsen  02^00  snd  O5OO  on  1  Msgr«  tbs 
trspped  BYA  stteiig>ted  twloe  to  bresk  through  the  ring  of  psrstroopers  but 
wire  drlTin  bsek  bj  ssToge  fighting*  At  13A5  on  1  Msjr  s  CS  drop  me  dondueted 
using  fabriosted  gronade  rsoks.  ^s  folluMod  bj  sa  artillery  and  4*2  oortsr 
preparation*  In  the  eourse  of  20  minutes,  150  rounds  of  4*2  CS  ware  Inter- 
adngled  with  the  artillery  (C,  VT  Fuse.  This  maintained  the  a,<;ent  cloud 
and  suppressed  enai^y  fires  while  the  paratroopers  made  their  assault  on  the 
posiUon.  The  results  for  1  Kay  were  141  HVA  K£A,  95  NVA  PW,  63  3WC  and  12 
G3WC,  Oleialon  total  for  the  first  4  days  la  this  cordon  operation  was  216 
NVA  killed,  95  n<S  .and  79  weapons.  The  lOlat  Abn  Dir  eonbat  nathods  of  aaln- 
taining  eontaet,  rapid  relnforoeaent,  —»<■«<■  use  of  fire  support  to  iaduds 
the  use  of  CS  predueed  resu'te  thit  lease  little  doubt  about  their  effeetiee- 
ness  in  this  type  of  ground  operations. 

b  Beth  battalion  ooMsnders  ooneurred  in  the  opinion 
that  the  preparation  wite  CS  sigAi'fieantly  reduoed  tbs  nuhbar  of  easudtles, 
and  eontributad  to  the  ovarall  snocesa  of  this  Sereaadng  Rad'^ 

operation* 

NOIBt  Persistmt  RCA  CS-1  has  been  used  to  harass  the  eneny  use  of  LOC, 
base  eaaps  aid  roeket  launch  aites*  CS-1  was  included  in  the  effort  to 
restrict  the  eneny  noeement  along  highway  547  In  southern  Thus  Thisn  Province, 
In  this  operation,  the  CS  was  ea^Boyed  where  the  highway  passed  close  to  a 
strean  in  an  effort  to  harass  both  road  traffic  and  possible  dock  operations* 
Terrain  in  the  area  askes  bypeee  extremely  difficult* 

(2)  Defoliation  Operations!  Defoliation  operations  in  support  of 
division  operations  have  Included  large  scale  defoliation  of  highway  547  and 
S47A  fron  the  Seng  Ta  Trash  southwest  toward  tbs  A  Shan  Vhllay  and  area  de¬ 
foliation  of  base  area  101  in  nartMwatern  Thna  Thlen  I%^vlnoe*  Thsae  oper¬ 
ations,  eondnstsd  by  Air  Foroe  Rsneh  Hnd  airersft,  began  on  5  April  I9M 
and  avidsnes  of  tfasir  effect  ie  currently  aean  in  both  areas*  la  Miditlon  to 
those  large  sesle  operations,  ^owid  baaed  hand  aprayera  ware  uaeg-bgr  pereennel. 
of  the  3d  Bde,  631  Abn  Oiv  in  the  vielalty  of  the  pontoon  bridge  (ID  757140) 
where  highway  547  oroaaea  tbs  Song-Ta  STa^*  Ihls  ground  based  operAlon 

wee  dbeignsd  to  dsnr  the  bridgs  {^iproaches  of  miage  end  enhaaee  the  defen¬ 
sive  poeltiens  of  the  unit  eeooring  the  brldte* 

(3)  teobs  C^retlons!  Tbs  nountelnens  terrain  and  the  hi^  ineidsnee 
df  large  eeliber  tad-alreraft  weepms  in  tbe  eouthem  portion  of  Thaa  Ihien 
Provinos  neks  anoki  sereening  of  landing  some  eepeeially  desirable,  Roi^ 
availability  of  helioopter  intspal  saoke  generator  systems  has  led  ^  101st 
Airboms  Division  Cheaisal  Ssetion  to  experiment  with  new  delivery  teohniquss. 
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Ok)«  •uoomfttl  BMa*  Involvrs  tht  Mrlal  Mgploywnt  of  flo«felnc  Moki 

pots  tinm  01-47  slrorsft.  Ths  Isrgs  voltas  of  prciucsd  ^  tta  10  to 

15  ■iiiQts  bumliy  tlas  nskss  this  mnltlon  sspAoisllT'  sdsptsbls  to  opsrAlOM 
In  dsBMly  Tsgotstsd*  ■oantnlnous  tsrraln.  This  S]rst«a  was  fi»t  ossd  oa  tbs 
Initlsl  ooabst  sssault  of  Opsrstion  USIAWARE.  Mlnstj  NU3  floating  pota  aara 
droppad  froia  3200  fast  sbors  the  ground  along  ths  southarc,  vsstam  and  nortb> 
sm  aidas  of  the  LZ  Tie  TD  5560z8.as  tha  let  Battalion  (Ate/f  327th  Znfantrjr 
air  assaultad  froai  ths  east*  Tha  pots  prorldad  sn  axoallant  scraao,  and  tha 
load  oapaoitj  of  tha  CI47  alreraft  eonplad  idth  tbs  high  anplan— t  altltvta 
alloMad  maasroua  passas  and  actandad  aalntananoa  of  tha  SMlea  saraan- 

(U)  Pvaoonal  Dstaotor  Oporabionst  Tha  lOlat  Alrboma  Ddsialan  naad 
tha  aodlfisd  Maapadc  Parsonnel  Dstaotor  axtansisaly  in  soutbam  Ibna  Thian 
Prorinoa,  Tba  ruggad  tsrraln  raqoiraa  that  flight  preaadnraa  ba  algarad  aei 
«hat^  StraigMf  araid^  apaaad  aooraa-laga  ara  nat  aeasptalJsb  dilp  botli  to  ths 
tsrraln  and  to  tba  baaip  aonosnte'atlon  of  antl-sdraraft  uanltiows  la  tba  arat« 
Oinsralljr,  tba  preeadnra  naad  is  fly  about  aidMiy  up  tlw  idda  af  tba  Mas- 
tains  wblls  aaintalnlng  a  erosswind  hssdli^  (as  Msk  sa  pesaibla)  In  tba  anllapa. 
Tha  usa  of  fear  alreraft,  two  slicks  and  a  LIT,  is  dasirahla  to  laava  a  Uft- 
out  eapablUty  in  tbs  ssant  ths  "sniffer"  ship  is  downsd*  Tbs  WO  has  baan  usad 
sztenalsaly  in  tbs  aorTsiUanos  irograa  as  a  aaons  of  locating  anaajr  Unas  of 
eoaBnmlostion«  to  eonflrm  anspactad  snsny  boss  oanp  locations  and  to  locate 
enasiy  ooneentrations  ahead  of  friendly  units. 

c.  IbTKTtTiTuidHCB. 

(1)  CB  Section  and  MID 
(a)  02  Operations  s 

X  During  tbs  period,  the  02  Operations  acaesrssn  itaalf  with 
the  taotloal  sitosblon  inIXZCTZ  and  the  subaaqM»t  daplcynent  of  tbs  DiTisSoft 
(•}  to  I  CTZ.  Boossse  of  ths  far<«aaehing  effect  of  tbs  fO^nt  Tiff  effanslTa* 
the  OlTiSion*s  intelligenoe  ooUeetion  effort  was  conaantratM  en  tbs  mmf 
situation  in  I,  U  and  III  Corps  areas.  Ths  Dialsion  rapidly  daployad 
battalions  to  OZA  DUffi  and  BUS  HQA  prorlnoas  and  to  —rnni  to  rainforaa 
areas  under  attack  and  continued  eembtt  operatlona  in  PUDOC  IXIIO  and  KIBH 
DOOSO  proTlnaaa.  This  situstioo  nacaasitatad  a  bora  tboroo^  comsga  than 
nomal  by  DiTislon-leval  Intalllganoe  agenciaa  of  tba  sntlrs  Corps  sd'aa. 

Beery  scrap  of  Infonution  beesns  erltieal|  an  Inoldant  in  XAT  IKH  saald 
baas  baan  the  key  to  ths  initiation  of  tbs  so-eallsd  "Second  Offanslas". 

To  oops  with  this  situation#  ineraaaed  liaison  was  established  with  C8 
divisions  aid  brigsdas  and  OSAP  intalUgsnoa  orfanisatlens  at  BIBI  HCd  AB. 

An  axtanslTs  liaison  effort  was  eonduetad  wt  th  Spadal  loreas  guif  MACT  sAdserj 
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teaae  and  let  ATF  air  and  ^ound  i econnal seance  were  Inoreaeed.  Thie 
Intalllgane*  watch  paid  divldendet  on  aeveral  oocaeione,  attaoks  bj  fire 
ware  aootnrateXv  predicted,  and,  once  launched,  pre^poeitioned-reaetion 
forcea  ware  lanediately  brought  to  bear. 

2  At  the  eane  tine,  in  addition  to  inereaalng  Ite  ae- 
tlTltlee  inXIICTz7^^*  lOist  Abn  Dlv  (minue  its  3d  Bde)  was  alerted  for  de- 
ployioent  to  1  CTZ.  Peraonnel  from  every  eectlon  under  ttaa  Offloe  of  the 
ACofS,  03,  displaced  to  I  CTZ  to  eetabliah  liaison  with  existing  Intslligenoe 
organiaations,  US  and  ARW  units,  and  Marines,  and  build  an  latelllgenoa 
data  base. 


3  The  OivlsloQ  (^)  deploye'  .o  I  CTZ,  Joining  ite  2d  Bda, 
which  had  been  eooductlng  ooobat  operations  under  OPCCH  1st  A:^  sine*  24 
January*  The  Division  beoane  operational  <m  8  March  with  the  initiation  of 
OpeVation  CARENIAN  I.  Initially  situated  at  GIA  1£  until  Caap  Ea^  ecnatruo- 
tioB  eould  be  oonpleted,  the  GB  Section  reported  direot  to  n  NAF,  Liaison 
and  coordination  had  been  aatahliahed  with  Provisional  Carps,  Vietnan,  and 

on  10  March,  PCY  was  activated  as  the  oontroUing  US  Corps  for  the  two 
northern  provinwa  in  I  CTZ* 

4  On  27  Ifaroh,  the  C2  Section  displaced  to  Caop  Eagle. 

Having  perfected  its  liaison  techniques  in  fi  CTZ,  the  Division  established 
ecotinalng  personal  contact  with  PCV,  IF  IRAT,  1st  ARVR  Div,  THUA  THIEH 
Sector,  Pro>et  Delta  (USSF),  FOB  JGl  (USSF),  and  other  intelligeass  agencies 
to  Insure  ccmplete  exchange  of  current  intelligsnoe. 

(b)  02  Air  and  II,  MIDt 

i  1  February  to  9  March  1968  (Bien  HOa)  -  during  this 
period,  02  Air  section  conducted  routine  aerial  surveillane*  and  rseonnaissanr/j. 
functions  in  the  m  Corps  Taotioal  Zone  and  prepared  to  mcts  to  I  Corps 
Tactical  Zone.  The  lOlst  Airborne  Division  Inagery  Int^pretation  Section 
was  fully  operational  and  latder  CFCGN  of  the  02  Air  Section.  The  Zaagery 
Interpretation  (II)  Section  conducted  aeriel  oheervatico  supplsaanted  fay 
hand-held  photography.  Primary  afforts  of  tbo  II  Seotion  were  directed  to-’ 
ward  Inagery  Interpretation  and  targeting.  A  eyetem  for  recording  and 
staring  data  base  inferaation  was  developed  during  thie  p*riod»  Of  pertl- 
eular  significance  during  thie  period  wee  the  soordlnatsd  sarveiUenee  and 
reeannaiesanca  of  the  Bien  Ho*  aortar/rooket  b^t  during  tbs  ST  effensive. 

This  was  aeocBq>lished  by  using  0-lS  alroraft,  aned  hsllcoptsrs  and  AHAI^ 

25  Ground  SurvslUanoe  Radar.  Also  during  this  period,  one  02  Air/II  officer 
was  sent  to  the  forward  CP  ii^  I  Gorpa  to  eatAbllsh  Uaiaon  nd  obt^  the 
standard  operating  procedure  fbr  utilisation  of  aerial  survelUanos 
rcecnnalBsanoc  asssts  in  I  Corps. 

It 
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2  7  March  to  24  MArch  -  on  7  March  the  G2  Air  section 
moved  by  air  from  Blen  Hoa  to  Ola  Le.  The  02  Air  section  beoane  operational 
In  I  Corps  at  1200  hours  on  8  March  when  telephone  and  radio  oonuuunl cations 
were  est^llshed.  In  this  sane  p(:rlod,  the  II  section  moved,  by  eehelcn, 
to  I  Corps,  Initial  coordination  was  established  with  III  Ktf  ine  Amphib~ 
ious  Pores  (HI  MLP)  and  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam  (PCV)  when  the  101st 
Airborne  Division  came  under  the  OPCON  of  the  latter.  Assets  for  visual 
reconnaissance  were  obtalred  from  Northern  VASAC  Coordinator  utilising  the 
220th  Recoimaissanee  Aircraft  Company  (RAG).  Up  to  30  hours  of  0-lE  fly^ 
ing  time  were  made  available  to  the  Division  daily.  In  addition  coordi¬ 
nation  was  effeoted  to  obtain  one  (1)  AN/TKQ^  drounc'  Data  Idnk  Station 
from  III  KAF  for  direct  read-out  of  SIAR  Imacery  in  support  of  IClst  Air¬ 
borne  Division  operations.  In  the  latter  portion  of  this  period  the 
AN/In)-2  (Around  Data  Link  Station  became  operational  at  Camp  Eagle  and 
greatly  aided  in  reducing  the  time  betweon  sensing  and  angagement  of  ene^y 
moving  targeta. 


I  24  March  to  30  April  1968  -  on  24  March  the  02  Air 
section  deployed  to  ita  present  location  at  Coup  Eagle.  All  elaaents  of  tbs 
H  section  had  eompletad  their  novb  end  the  section  was  operations!.  During 
this  period,  the  (S  Air  section  in  conjuetlon  with  the  II  section  prepared 
terrain  mMlytia  and  conduotad  exteneive  reoonnalaeance  for  Operations 
Carentan  I,  Carentan  11  and  Delaware.  Also  during  this  psriod,  as  part  of 
an  Intansiflad  training  program,  several  pcraonnel  ware  sent  to  1st  Mili¬ 
tary  Intelligence  Bn  (KIBAP.S)  In-country  eohools  for  CS  Air  and  Imagery 
InterpretaiiCB  Tbainli^.  An  II  aerial  obaerver  course  was  conducted  at 
Camp  Eagle  fer  Division  aerial  observers.  NuuBrous  liaison  trips  were 
made  to  III  MAP,  220th  RAC,  24$th  SAC,  Detachment  B,  1st  HIBARS,  and  PCV 
to  inwove  the  aerial  eurvelUance  and  reconnaissance  effort  in  the  PCV 
area. 


(e)  Bhemy  Order  of  Battle,  KID: 

1  The  period  of  1  February  -  30  April  was  marked  by 
movemont  of  tha  OS  Seotioh  from  Blen  Koa^  CTZ)  to  Camp  Eagle  (1  CTZ\ 

2  The  Order  of  Battle  Section  consisted  of  six  men  at  tbe 
time  of  Ite  deployment  to  ICTZ,  Five  men  praeeded  the  Division  Headquarters  to 
ICTZ  while  one  man  remained  at  Blen  Hoa  to  support  remnants  of  Division 
Headqusr^s  and  the  3d  Ble,  101st  Abn  Div.  The  five  man  sent  ahead  to 

I(7TZ  were  stationed  with  the  3d  Marine  Division,  Ist  Air  Cav  Oivlslob,  and 
II  NAP.  While  stationed  with  these  units  in  the  capacity  of  llAlson  for 
the  lOlat  Abn  Div,  each  man  learned  the  eneraj'  eltuation  and  obtained  goot 
plete  seta  of  Order  of  Battle  fileo  from  each  of  the  units.  The  culmination 
of  thalr  efforts  was  the  production  of  a  212  page  Order  of  Battle  handbook 
that  erganisad  in  a  meaningful  fashion  all  Information  collected  by  each  man. 
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^  Since  acriving  ?  t  Cfx.ip  Kagle,  the  Order  of  Battle 
section  has  been  expanded  to  lA  men  vdth  one  inan  at  each  brigade  eupportlng 
the  S2.  The  order  of  battle  section  alio  has  included  \/ithin  ito  duties 
target  nomination  for  G3  Air/FSE. 

The  section  has  since  been  reorganized  internally  to 
meet  its  -Idltional  com  itln^nts.  The  CIC  and  IJCOIC  are  primarily  responsible 
for  target  nomination  and  supervision  of  all  Order  of  Battle  fimctions.  TWo 
Order  of  Bat  le  teams  have  been  erected  on  an  area  coverage  basis  and  as 
Buoh  are  responsible  for  all  enemy  actions  within  thsir  respekStive  areas, 

^  Since  arriving  in  ICTZ  the  Ordor  of  Battle  Section  has 
produced  niuaarous  studies  concerning  the  enen^  situation,  enemy  tactics, 
enem;'  organization  and  projected  ene^it'  actions.  The  Order  of  Battle  Section 
has  also  been  reeponsible  for  a  large  amovmt  of  input  to  the  Dally  Intelligence 
Sunmary,  The  trget  nonlnatl<%\  section  of  OB  has  nominated  in  the  neighbor 
hood  of  150  targets  from  the  pertod  21  I’arch  to  30  April,  On  2l  April  the 
order  of  Battle  Section  published  a  complete  update  to  the  Order  of  Battle 
Handbook  previously  published, 

(d)  Cl  artl  IF./,  HID: 

1  Dull  ns  the  period  coverea,  the  MD  planned  and  accom¬ 
plished  a  major  unTt  movement  into  Camp  .a  le.  This  was  executed  In  such  a 
mariner  that  the  MD  remained  operationeJ.  at  all  ti.'.ies, 

2  Coordination  and  control  personnel  were  sent  forwaro 
from  each  section  to  make  initi  al  contact  with  operational  counterparts  in 
the  area.  These  personnel  were  followed  by  the  Advance  Party  consisting 
of  personnel  from  each  section.  Coordln  ting  personnel  and  Advance  Party 
Personnel  formed  the  nucleus  for  operations  in  the  forward  area  for  approx- 
i'nately  three  vreeke.  These  personnel  we.  e  followed  by  the  main  body  which  was 
sent  forward  with  other  Division  elements  as  operational  requirements  dl^ 
tated.  Until  the  main  body  arrived  at  Camp  Eagle,  an  HID  Officer  acted  as 
the  OIC  of  the  forward  element.  He  organized  the  HID  base  camp  and  directed 
operations  ae  Instructed  by  the  101  .ID  CO,  who  was  kept  abreast  of  the  needs 
of  fdrward  and  rear  elements  b^'  continuous  visits  and  through  comaunications 
facllitlee.  At  present,  there  are  four  personnel  at  Bien  Hoa  Base  Camp, 
responsible  for  rear  operations.  All  other  person’ el  are  operating  at  Division 
Headquarters,  Camp  Eagle  and  at  the  Brlg  de  Headquarters.  During  the  eam^ 
peri^,  the  Idlst  MID  was  amalgamated  into  the  101st  KID.  It  was  farmsrly 

in  support  of  the  let  Bde,  IClst  Abn  Dlv.  The  101st  KID  also  acquired  the 
9th  ARVN  MID. 

^  Initially  upon  arriving  at  Camp  Eagle,  the  IFl/  Section, 
in  eonjunction  with,  the  Office  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  coordinated  for  the 
use  of  the  3/82d  Abn  D1ifcPfll,/!aam  whinh  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Camp  Eagle. 
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Thla  gave  the  section  iainedlate  facilities  for  POIw  Interro/^atlon.  The  IFV 
Section  made  ImnedlMte  coordination  with  the  Collection  Branch  of  PGV.  They 
also  coordinated  wlthlll  MAF  td  lno»ire  proper  reporting  jroeeduree  and  for¬ 
mats.  In  additlont  the  IIX  Section  arrant^d  for  the  exchange  of  IPW  re¬ 
ports  with  the  Ist  ARVN  Division.  MID  personn^'l  can  Interrogate  their  PW'a 
at  any  tl;uB  it  nay  become  necessary.  The  IPW  Section  has  had  aueh  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  attached  9th  ARVN  HID  which  has  been  deployed  down  to  Brigade 
level.  The  personnel  are  especialV  helpful  in  providing  efflolent  docu¬ 
ment  readouts  and  also  assisting  in  IPW  interrogation. 

4  Immediately-  upon  ar  ival  at  Camp  Eagle,  Counter inteUlgence 
personnel  made  coordination  with  Cl  PCV,  525th  iJ  (i*oup  Office  at  Hue,  d 
MACV  Hue,  Cl  MACV  Phu  Bai,  and  other  intelligence  agencies.  Arrangeamta 
were  made  for  mutual  exchange  of  intelligence  reports  during  liaifon  visits. 
Liaison  was  initiated  with  District,  village,  and  haiolet  chiefs  in  ardor  to 
acquire  information.  Counterintelligence  personnel  conducted  a  thorough 
survey  of  civilian  employees  in  Canqi  Eagle  for  the  purpose  of  reoovnsnding 
proper  aeeurity  measures  and  for  establishing  an  informant  net  within  these 
workers.  Significant  strides  have  been  made  in  the  recruitment  of  sourees 
from  these  employees. 

^  Prior  to  the  Division's  move/iient  to  Camp  Eagle,  Counter¬ 
intelligence  personnel  made  periodic  visits  to  all  Division  units  to  Insure 
that  excess  classified  material  was  being  properlj'  destroyed  by  burning. 

Post  evaciiation  checks  of  all  Division  base  camps  were  conducted  to  insure 
the  above. 

NOTE;  As  a  result  of  diligent  work  prior  to  moveiuent,  the  101st  MID  was 
able  to  establish  an  excellent  living  and  worklr.g  area.  Prior  planning  con¬ 
sisted,  among  other  things,  of  insuring  that  proper  amounts  of  tentage, 
defensive  material  and  working  suptlies  were  at  hand  prior  to  movement. 

Rear  elements  constantly  monitored  the  needs  of  the  forward  party  to  insure 
adequate  resupply. 

(2)  Long  Range  Fairol  (LlP)  Company. 

(a)  At  the  beglming  of  this  reporting  period  Co  F,  58th  Inf 
(IRP)  was  being  utilized  as  a  security  force  for  the  Division  Headquarters 
In  Eien  Hoa  RVK  (III  Corps  TZ).  Ci-.  12  February  1968,  a  12  man  security  de¬ 
tachment  was  sent  to  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone  fer  security  of  the  advance 
plannin-  group  of  the  Division.  On  27  Febn  ary  1968,  the  remainder  of  the 
company,  which  wee  operatino:  <  t  approxlmat'-ly  6C;J  strength,  deployed  to 
Cia  I«,  ICTZ. 
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(b)  Ch  ilsrch  1968,  the  Co.'ipany  received  the  mission  of  security 
for  the  opmnlng  of  the  new  camp,  Caiap  c  vi'le,  retaining  the  mlsoion  for  the 
month  of  ilarch.  'Uth  the  security  mission  of  Camp  £a,^le,  the  Coinpany  con¬ 
ducted  short  range  reconrialssance  patrols  and  local  ambush  patrols.  In 
addition  to  the  security  of  Caap  Ra,>;le,  during  the  month  of  April  the  Company 
also  was  deslgn^.ted  as  the  Dlvleion  reaction  force.  The  Company  was  called 
upon  to  provide  security  for  three  downed  helleopters  during  the  ::U)nth.  All 
training  conducted  during;  the  period  was  OJT.  Due  to  the  lack  of  equipment 
and  the  non-avail  ability  of  aircraft  during  this  reporting  period,  Co  F,  58th 
Inf  (IHF),  did  not  operate  as  a  Long  .lange  Patrol  Comr>any. 

(3)  265th  ftR  Company:  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  classification  of 
this  unit's  mission,  their  report  w&s  forwarded  thru  Radio  Research  channels 
to  CO,  509th  Radio  Research  Group. 

(U)  Eneny  Situation. 

(a)  1  Feb  68  -  8  Mar  68: 

^  During  thie  period  the  lOlst  Abn  Division  was  located  in 
the  117  Corpe  Tactical  Zone,  Contacts  with  enem;-  units  during  this  period 
v.t>re  a  result  of  the  VC  Ti'iT  Offensive,  as  the  er.eicy  remained  within  striking 
distance  of  the  populated  centers.  The  enemy  disposition  In  III  CTZ  prior 
to  the  TiT  Offensive  was  Relieved  to  have  been  as  follcws  for  VC  and  NVA 
regular  units: 


9th  VC  Division  Hi 
2718 t  VC  ReGimcnt 
272nd  VC  Regiment 
273rd  VC  Regiment 


7th  NVA-  Division  Wi 
165th  NVA  Regiment 
lAlst  NVA  Regiment 
lOlet  NVA  Regiment 

5th  VC  Division  IR 
274th  VC  Regiment 
275th  VC  Regiment 


88th  NVA  Regiiuent 


N£  Bin  Long  Province 
vie  "Fish  Hook" 
vie  "Fish  Hook" 

Du  Nho  area,  vie  YT  0296,  with  one  Eh 
possibly  Sri  of  Ph\:oc  Vlnh. 

NE  War  Zone  "C" 

W  of  Highway  13,  vie  XT  6887 

Security  for  CCSVN  IR,  central  War  Zone  "C" 

vie  Michelin  Rubber  Plantation 

unlocated  in  Fhuoc  Long  Provlnoe 
Hat  Dich  area,  Phuoc  Thuy  Province 
Unloeated  in  Phuoc  Long  Province,  last  con¬ 
tact  iionedlately  south  of  Song  Be  with  3l8t 
ARVK  Rangers  on  25  Nov  67. 

Northern  Phuoo  Long  Province,  with  possibly 
one  battalion  in  the  vie  of  the  "Fish  Hook" 
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Dong  N*i  Reglnicnt  Klemente  dlepereed  in  the  Donp  Jiin,;le 

Area  and  i^ar  Zone  "D**. 

2  Unltti  subordinate  to  the  jL-2,  E-3,  E-4,  »nd  E-5 
Sub-regions  took  part  In  the  attaclot  against  ke2'  tar/^sts  in  the  Saigon  area. 
These  units  incl<ided  elements  of  the  C-10  viaj-per  Battalion,  267th  i-F  Battalioi^ 
269th  If  Battalion,  506th  LF  Battalion,  Ath  and  6th  IF  Battalions;  eleaente 
of  the  14th  and  I6th  IF  Battalions  conducted  attacks  in  the  Tam  Son  Nhut 
area.  The  enemy's  pri  e  objective  was  to  seise  and  hold  key  areas  in  the 
Saigon-Cholon-Tan  Son  Nhut  area.  FW  interrogations  revealed  that  eneigy 
forces  in  Saigon  were  to  hold  their  initial  ob>etlves  until  they  were  re¬ 
lieved  (which  was  to  take  place  in  48  hours).  In  most  cases  PU  's  revealed 
that  they  were  to  renAin  in  their  positions  and  also  that  no  withdrawal 
routes  out  of  the  inkiediate  area  were  given,  a  practice  which  is  unusual 
in  VC  tactics. 


2  Interrogation  of  TV's  and  a  captured  operations  order  for 
the  attaok  on  the  Bien  Hoa  Airbase  indicated  that  it  was  the  enec^'e  Intention 
to  attack  continuously  until  all  objectives  had  bean  saeured  in  the  Blen 
Hoa/Long  Blnh  area.  The  274th  VC  Regiment  conducted  the  attack  against  Bien 
Hoa  Airbase,  and  the  275th  VC  Regismt  attacked  11  Field  Force  Headquarters. 
The  238th  iMal  Force  Coinpany  acted  as  guides  for  the  Main  Force  regiments 
taking  pa  t  in  the  attacks.  The  274th  VC  Regiiaent  had  moved  aeross  Highway  jl 
from  its  normal  area  of  operations  up  into  War  Zone  "D",  skirting  the  eastern 
llnilts  of  AO  Manchester.  There,  it  linked  up  with  the  275th  VC  Regiment  which 
had  moved  down  from  Phuoc  long  Province  a  month  before,  entirely  laideteeted. 
TWo  weeks  prior  to  the  attaok,  the  two  reinforced  and  resupplied  regiments 
moved  south  to  assemble  In  the  vicinity  of  llrang  Bom.  On  22  Jan,  three  agent 
reports  were  received  which  located  the  Headquarters  of  the  D-1  Bub-region 
Headquarters  Imnedlately  noi-th  of  Trang  Bom;  unfortunately,  no  action  was 
taken  on  these  reports,  and  thou^  it  is  unconfirmsd,  since  the  D-1  HS's 
controlled  the  Bien  Hoa  area  it  is  probable  that  the  two  regiments  reosived 
their  guides  and  assembled  In  the  TVang  Bom  area  under  the  control  of  the 
U-1  HQ'e.  The  day  prior  to  the  attack  on  Bien  Hoa,  the  enemy  moved  west  to 
their  attack  p>08ltl«is.  After  the  initial  attaA,  the  enemy  was  to  re¬ 
assemble  at  prearranged  poBitiona  for  further  attacks.  The  274th  Regiment 
was  to  move  to  the  east  and  then  south.  The  275th  was  to  move  to  the  cast 
and  then  north.  F-’^'s  indicated  that  the  eneay  was  to  be  reinforoed  and  to 
continue  attacking  \intil  all  objectives  had  been  secured.  Indioatlaoa  existed 
that  the  5th  VC  Division  Headquarters  was  in  position  south  of  the  Song  Dong 
Nal  to  control  attacks  in  the  Bien  Hoa/Iong  Einh  area.  There  were  two  reasons 
that  the  enemy  did  not  re-attack  as  was  planned.  First,  the  enemy  in  its 
Initial  attack  had  suffered  too  many  casualties  to  remount  offensive  oper¬ 
ations.  Secondly,  a  ILt  captured  by  the  199th  Ught  Inf  Bde  Indicated  that 
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a  new  henvy  weaion  (pofalbl.  Zl^Onmi  rocket)  v;eu3  not  brought  to  bear  against 
frlendl;^  forces  due  to  logistical  difficulties. 

^  ;;i'. ;tii  nt of  the  9th  VC  ilivlaion  and  the  7th  J»Vi'i  Ulvialon 
did  not  participate  in  the  attacks  in  the  balgcn-Blen  Hoa-Long  Binh  areas, 
fhe  TST  Offensive  in  thes  areas  was  conducted  by  Local  Force  elements, 
except  for  the  274th  and  2''5th  VC  Regiments.  It  Is  conceivable  that  the  VC 
plan  of  attadc  was  as  stated  by  P-F'ss  Local  Forces  to  grai>  hold  in  the 
populated  areas  %dih  the  aid  of  civilians,  and  then  the  entry  of  daln  Force 
units  into  Saigon  to  add  suprcrt  and  firepower  to  tbs  Local  Forces  in  order 
to  seise  the  cities ,  The  1st  US  Inf  Dlv  made  heavy  contact  with  the  273  VC 
^e  Iment  north  of  Saigon  in  Binh  Duong  Province  near  Phu  Cuong  City,  kill¬ 
ing  ov'r  200  and  there>y  preventin'-  the  273d  from  enterin'?  Saigon.  The  25th 
US  Div  contacted  both  the  271st  VC  iegiiient  ard  the  272d  VC  Regliaent,  in¬ 
flicting  heavy  oasualtlee  upon  both  of  these  units  ;uid  preventing  them  from 
gaining  access  to  the  city.  Elements  of  the  165th  NVA  Regiment  and  the  101st 
CTA  Regiment  later  moved  south  towa-ds  lal  Khe-Ben  Cat  with  the  obvious  6b- 
Jective  of  containing  the  Isi  DS  Znf  Olv  to  that  area  in  order  to  enable 
eletnents  of  the  9th  VC  Division  to  gain  en-trar.ce  to  Saigon.  They  were  too 
late  since  elenerits  of  the  9tTi  VC  Division  hal  been  sev.-rely  ha  -pered  from 
initiating  offensive  operations  In  Saigon.  Eventually,  the  141st  KVA  Re  :1- 
I'Bnt  and  the  Cfith  OTA  Re-iim^nt  Joined  the  oth^r  enemy  forces  In  the  area  in 
oi*der  to  maintain  pressure  on  Saigon,  and  thereby  force  concentration  of 
fi’iendly  forces.  The  K-1  arvi  K-2  Battalions  of  the  Dong  Nal  Regl<^»nt 
attadced  Tan  U’^n  District  H  *8  rjs  anticipated,  but  the  K-3  Battalion  de¬ 
tached  itself  fro  I  its  sitt'sr  battalions  and  engaged  friendlj'-  forces  south 
of  Saigon  in  Long  An  Province, 

i  It  can  be  surmised  that  if  the  1st  US  Inf  Div  aid  the 
25th  Inf  Div  h;d  not  interdicted  the  move  of  the  9th  VC  Division  towards 
Saigon,  the  VC  TC"  Offensive  would  have  come  much  closer  to  accomplishing 
its  goals . 


6  During  the  month  of  February  the  lOlst  Ahn  Di'vlBion 
engaged  the  enemy  in  several  small  contacts.  The  most  significant  of  ibss* 
contacts  occured  iiiipiwdlatel^'  north  of  Bien  Iloa  as  elements  of  the  3d  Bde, 
101st  Abn  Div  contacted  elements  of  the  275th  VC  Regiment  along  the  south 
banks  of  the  Song  Dong  Nal.  Diu-ing  tlie  latter  part  of  Pebriiary  elements  of 
the  let  Bde,  lOlat  Ahn  Div  deployed  to  Fhu  Bai,  Thua  Thisn  Frcvlnce  in  the 
I  Corps  Tlactical  Zone  to  Join  the  2nd  Bde,  lOlst  Abn  Div,  The  101st  Ahn 
Div  H7»b  became  operational  in  ICTZ  on  8  Imy  68. 

(b)  8  March  -  3®  April:  On  8  March  68,  upon  the  initiation 
of  OperAion  Carentan,  the  disiMjsitlon  wkb  follows;  ’within  the 

ear 
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area  of  oi'er-tion?  "'tl’e  I'rl  Thien  iil.litar;-  P.ei,;lon  HeaUquartere  operated  ae  the 
hl'hest  level  con'rol  authirity.  This  heidruartere  was  located  in  eastern 
Base  .\rea  134  (vie  YD  The  3^4B  J'VA  DivIr  ion  Beadeuarters  was  located 

e  .cl  of  ruan'-  Trl  City  (YD  3333)  in  the  co.istaJ  low]tuids.  .'  ubordinate  to 
this  division  and  operatlnc;  south  alony  Ul.^Jiway  1  (vie  YD  6132)  was  the 
812th  KV.A  He.<jt  and  suhordinate  battalions  /,,5  aid  6.  The  90th  NVA  liet'i- 
ment  of  the  3243  NVA  Division  and  2  battalions  of  the  8C3d  NVA  Regliiwnt 
we  e  reported  east  of  Hue  City  area  (vie  YD  7532).  The  29th  NVA  Regiment 
of  the  325c  NVA  Division  vias  also  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  Hue.  Four 
re-inents  not  subordinate  to  division  level  headquarters  operated  within 
the  ai'ea  of  op'er'tions.  The  5t.h  NV-  Reglmont,  though  unlocated,  had  elaaents 
dispersed  in  northern  portions  of  Base  .Area  101  (vie  YD  33/»3).  The  4i6th 
NVA  Battalion,  aubordln-rte  to  the  5th  NVA  Regirnent  was  identified  in  Hue 
durln;;  T.'.T.  The  S'th  I3VA  Reginient  was  located  along  Highway  1  (YD  4640), 
Battalions  of  this  regiment,  the  2d,  4th,  and  7th  were  dispersed  eaet  of 
this  location  in  the  coastal  lowlands.  The  6th  NVA  Regiiaent  aiv!  subor¬ 
dinate  bat' al ions,  the  800th,  802d  and  606th  were  diepereed  ibasdiately  to 
ti^e  north  of  Hue,  Elements  of  the  4th  KVA  Regiment  were  dispersed  east  of 
Hue  (vie  YD  8820),  Sa;7<er  Battalione  operating  within  tlie  area  included  the 
10th  Sanper  Battalion  unloc  ted  in  the  area  surrounding  Hue,  and  the  Hue  City 
Oeprer  Battalion  also  unloca+ed.  The  RlCtr  lx  Battalion  wi‘S  locat(.d  Stl  of 
Hue  vie  6316.  The  8C4th  i?  Battalion  was  Inci  ted  0'.V  of  Hue  vie  YD  90t7, 

There  a^'e  seven  local  force  cu.iipanies  thit  oiwtted  vithin  the  area.  The 
H-99  and  C-133  LF  Co.ipanles  operate  '0.:  of  -.uang  Tri  City  in  the  coastal 
lowlands.  The  C-]J3k  and  C-135  TF  Co  panics  ojerate  N./  of  Hue  in  the  low¬ 
lands,  The  C-116  and  C-ll?  and  0-118  IF  Companies  open  te  SW  of  Hue  in  the 
coastal  lowlands. 

(5)  Significant  Changes  in  Eneoy  tiisposition  (Thua  Thien  Province): 

It  is  presently  believed  that  the  32i*B  ICVA  Division  Headquarters  has  been 
disbanded  and  the  regimen's  of  this  division  are  now  suboi'dir.ate  to  the  Tri 
Thien  .  ilitary  ":egion.  This  has  been  repa^ted  by  F-.'s.  The  alternatives  re¬ 
main  that  the  32AB  NVA  Division  Heedcuarters  elements  have  either  been  ab¬ 
sorbed  hy  the  Trl  Thien  iiilitary  Ke.^lon  or  remained  in  NVN  to  train  troops. 

The  9th  NVA  Regiment  is  presently  believed  to  be  located  in  Base  Area  101 
along  with  its  subordinate  battalions. 

The  4th  KVA  Regiment  is  presently  believed  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Phu  Loc  District  Headquarters  with  one  battalion  poesibly  in  Fhu  Vang  Dis¬ 
trict  SE  of  Hue. 

The  Hue  City  Dapper  Battalion  is  believed  to  be  co-lorated  '.vith  tlje  VC  Thua 
Thien  FolltlcHl  HeadruarterE  In  the  area  known  r-r  the  Hue  City  .tar  Supply 

CONFIDENTIAL 


26 


COKFIDENTIAl 


AVDG-GC  24  Hay  196B 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  lOIst  Airborne  Division  for  the  period 
ending  30  Apr  68  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 


Area,  vie  YD  7505. 

At  the  beginning  of  Operation  Carentan,  the  2d  Bn/803d  NVA  Regiment  was  lo¬ 
cated  north  of  Kong  Ha  In  Quang  Trl  Province  being  utilized  in  a  transpor¬ 
tation  and  supply  role  for  the  1st  and  3d  Bd/803d  NVA  Regiment  located 
north  of  Hue  In  Quang  Dlen  District.  Agent  reports  Indicated  In  late  March 
that  the  2d  Bn/803d  Regiment  had  deployed  Into  Thua  Thlen  Province. 

In  contacts  with  the  3d  Bn/803d  NVA  Regiment,  documents  were  cg> tured  which 
Indicated  that  the  2d  Bn  had  moved  Into  the  area.  Although  never  positively 
confirmed,  the  2d  Bn/803d  NVA  Regiment  Is  carried  as  possibly  within  the 
101st  Abn  Dlv  AO. 

The  812th  NVA  Regt  Is  still  believed  to  be  operating  In  southern  Hoe  Lang 
District;  however,  a  recent  contact  may  Indicate  a  southern  move  by  the 
Regt.  On  21  April  68  the  4th  Bn,  812th  NVA  Regt  was  contacted  at  Thon  Kim 
Dol  vie  YD  7531. 

The  90th  NVA  Regt  has  been  confirmed  In  the  area  west  of  Hue.  On  7  April 
an  agent  stated  that  a  battalion  was  located  at  YD  723305.  The  names  that 
the  agent  gave  as  comnandlng  this  battalion  Identified  the  7th  Bn,  90th 
NVA  Regiment.  On  20  April  68,  a  Hoi  Chanh  Identified  his  unit  as  the  9th 
Bn,  90th  NVA  Regiment.  He  stated  that  his  battalion  was  located  vie  YD6619. 
On  30  April  the  l/501st  started  a  cordon  operation  around  Phuoc  Yen  Village 
(vie  YD  6828).  They  believed  that  they  were  facing  a  battalion* size  ele¬ 
ment.  This  battalion  was  later  Identified  as  the  8th  Bn,  90th  NVA  Regt. 

On  26  March  68,  as  elements  of  the  Ist  Bde,  lOlst  Abn  Dlv  deployed  down  Rt 
547,  they  engaged  enemy  force.s  fighting  from  well-fortified  position. 
Captured  documents  revealed  the  LBN  of  the  7th  Bn/29th  NVA  Regt.  On  30 
Mar  68,  supporting  reconnaissance  elements  captured  .a  PW  in  the  vicinity  of 
Delta  Junction  (vie  YD  545049)  who  stated  chat  he  was  a  member  of  the  9th 
Bn/29th  NVA  Regt;  he  reported  Chat  bis  unit's  mission  was  to  secure  Rt  547. 

A  PW  captured  on  16  April  68  (vie  YD686096)  he  stated  that  he  was  from 
the  8th  Bn,  29ch  NVA  Regt.  He  also  reported  that  his  unit's  mission 
was  to  interdict  Highway  to  Allied  use. 

The  810th  LF  Battalion  Is  believed  to  have  deployed  to  the  Hue  City  Rear 
Supply  Area,  vie  YD  7505. 

The  remainder  of  the  NVA,  MF  and  LF  units  continued  to  operate  In  their 
normal  operational  areas. 

(6)  Significant  Enemy  Activities  (Thua  Thien  Province): 

On  21  March  68,  at  0400  hrs,  elements  of  the  2d  Bde,  101st  Abn  Dlv  at  LZ 
Pinky  while  supporting  another  FSB  were  attacked  by  SA,  AW,  rocket  and  RPG 

27 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDG-GC  24  May  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division  for  the  period 
ending  30  April  1968  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

fire.  Under  the  cover  of  23  B-40  rounds  enemy  sappers  breached  the  defen¬ 
sive  wire  with  bangalore  torpedoes  and  penetrated  the  perimeter.  Docu¬ 
ments  taken  off  of  dead  NVA  soldiers  at  first  light  revealed  LBN's  of  the 

7th  and  9th  Bn's/90th  NVA  Regt.  Except  for  harassing  attacks  by  fire>  this 
was  the  only  enemy  offensive  move  during  the  period  18  Mar  68- 

Prlor  to  the  initiation  of  Operation  Carentan  11  elements  of  Che  2d  Bde, 

101st  Abn  Dlv  moved  south  in  an  attempt  to  penetrate  into  New  Base  Area  114. 
The  enemy  platoon  and  company  size  contacts  were  believed  to  have  been  with 
elements  of  the  90th  NVA  Regiment. 

At  the  same  time,  elements  of  the  2d  Bde,  101st  Abn  Div  continued  to  con¬ 
tact  elements  of  the  2d  Bn/803d  NVA  Regt  in  the  vicinity  of  the  "W"  in 
the  Song  Bo,  vie  YD  6928.  All  during  the  period  18  Mar  to  18  Apr  68,  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  101st  Abn  Div  continued  to  engage  elements  of  the  1st  and  3d 
Bn's/803d  NVA  Regt  from  the  vicinity  of  the  "W"  in  the  Song  Bo,  east  along 
the  banks  of  the  Song  Bo  and  along  the  banks  of  the  Perfume  River  to  the 
vicinity  of  YD  763313. 

On  10  and  11  April  68,  elements  of  the  2d  Bde,  101st  Abn  Dtv  contacted  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  6th  Bn/812th  NVA  Regt  in  a  village  SB  of  FSB  Hardcore.  Pre¬ 
liminary  interrogation  of  PW's  captured  during  this  contact  revealed  num- 
er  Oua  ASA  's;  Che  most  frequent  being  7th  Bn/812th  Regt.  Further  interrogation 
disclosed  that  all  the  PW's  were  from  the  812th  NVA  Regt,  however,  PWs 
continued  to  use  the  designation  7th  Bn.  It  was  concluded  that  since 
most  of  the  PWs  were  new  recruits  from  NVN  that  they  had  been  replacements 
to  the  6th  Bn/812Ch  Nva  Regt.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  the  6th  Bn/ 

812th  NVA  Regt.  had  not  been  heavily  engaged  during  the  TET  fighting  as  had 
the  4th  and  5th  Battalions  had  also  received  replacements. 

On  22  Apr  68,  the  2/502  came  into  heavy  contact  vie  YD  5602.  A  FW  cap¬ 
tured  in  this  action  identified  his  unit  as  the  lOth  Co,  3d  Bn,  308th 
Engineers.  This  unit  is  nicknamed  Cutthroats.  It  is  possible  that  this 
large  an  engineer  unit  has  been  responsible  for  the  recent  upgrading  of 
547A  and  the  depot  complex  in  A  Shau  -  A  Loui  Valley. 

On  19  Apr  Ralller  Pham  Van  Nghia  stated  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  22d 
Regt.  He  reported  that  the  CP  was  located  vie  YD  761032.  He  also  stated 
that  the  K-4,  K-10  and  K-18  Bn's  were  subordinate  to  the  22d  Regt.  This 
location  falls  within  the  general  vicinity  known  as  the  Hue  Rear  Supply 
Area.  Nul  Ke  Mtn  vie  YD >761055  is  reported  to  be  Che  location  of  the  VC 
Thoa  Thien  Province  Political  Headquarters.  The  Hue  City  Municiple  Unit 
lo  also  believed  to  be  located  In  this  area.  Also,  K-10  is  an  AKA'Afor  the 
804th  LF  Bn.  It  is  possible  that  the  22d  Regt  is  a  newly  formed  command  and 


*  Also  Known  AS 
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control  HQs  for  the  units  operatln.’  south  of  Hue, 

(7)  Enemy  Tactics: 

Indications  existed  that  the  enemy  Intended  to  Introduce  more  conventional 
weaponry  into  the  Quang  Tri-Thua  Thi«i  baitlefleld,  23nin  anwanltlon  found 
by  sui'poi'ting  recannaissance  elements  indicated  the  poasible  presence  of 
the  ZU-23  Anti-Aircraft  Oun,  Numerous  incidents  of  aircraft  receiving  AA 
fire  and  air  bursts  at  8CG  feet  also  substantiated  the  reported  presence 
of  37Um  AA  Ouns.  Agent  reports,  I^«('s  and  a  cache  which  contained  76m  tank 
aanunition  all  indicated  the  possibility  of  enemy  tanks  along  Route  547; 
aerial  photography  also  reported  possible  tank  sittings  as  well  as  tank 
tracks  In  the  A  Shau  Valley  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Route  547, 

Agent  rep<rts,  T.'s  and  captured  documents  all  pointed  towards  a  second 
offensive  directed  against  Quang  Tri  City  and  Hue,  A  further  indication 
of  f  e  enemy's  Intention  to  re-attack  fkie  is  the  refusal  of  the  803d  SVA 
Regt  tn  wltdraw  fro!'.  the  coastal  lowlands  north  of  Hue  to  saifer  haven  in 
th,e  foothills  or  mountain  to  the  west  of  Hue,  2ven  in  the  face  of  heavy 
losses  and  devasta  ting  airstrikes  the  ena-y  only  atteiipted  to  dlseng^l^e 
itself  froii  friendly  forces  and  move  to  another  fortified  village  or  ham¬ 
let  In  the  0083*^81  lowlands.  It  is  believed  +'i=t  the  S(''3d  NVA  Reyt  Is 
alte.  i>'tiry  to  vaintain  a  position  within  striking  distance  of  Hue.  It 
appears  that  the  enem,'-  is  wi'  Dlng  to  accept  heavy  casualties  since  he  is  in 
an  area  v’here  once  detected  lie  becomes  highly  rmlnerable  to  friendly  forces. 
Also,  the  90th  NVA  Re/'t  was  given  the  mission  of  strengthening  the  infra¬ 
structure  in  the  area  west  of  Hi»,  This  was  the  mission  the  8th  Battalion, 
90th  CTA  Regt  >#ien  it  was  caugiit  and  decimated  at  Phuoc  Yen  Village. 

(8)  Recapitulation  of  Enera;'  Losses  for  Quarterly  Period: 

During  the  period,  enemy  losses  were  as  follows  (inaludlng  3/82d  OPCCN  to 
lOlst  Atn  Dlv): 


Vrs/ifVA  KIA  26^ 

VC/^A  PW  84 

Hoi  Chanh  9 

Capt  Wpns  700 

a*ain  (Cant/Dest)  A8  tons 

Doc  (Capt)  87.5  lbs 


(9)  ''ecapitulatlon  of  losses  for  OP  C  .REKTAN  I  &  II 


Friendly 
193  KIA 


Enemy 

SONFIOENTIAL 


COMFiDENTIAL 
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Airborne  Divlalon 
(HI) 


Friendly 


Enegy 


1190  WIA  (1007  Evao) 
11  MIA 


69  PW 

1  Hoi  Chan 
389  IMC 

60  CSac 


(10)  Recapitulation  of  loasea  for  OP  EELAVAREt 


40  KIA 
206  WHA 

1  KEA 

2  NBC 


221  KIA 
1  NTA/PW 
56  lUC 
11  CSWC 


d,  LOGISTICS. 

(1)  Oeneral. 


(a)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  division  0-4,  and  ihn 
division  Suppert  Cavand  provided  logistical  planning,  direction  and  support 
for  the  follovdng  opentions: 


^  Tacoma  15  Feb  -  30  I'Jwr 
£  Carentan  I  &  II  11  Mu*  •>  Present 
2  Delateare  19  Apr  -  Present 
4  Division  move  to  I  GTZ 

(b)  The  move  of  the  dlvlslon'a  administrative  and  support 
elements  to  I  ciz  presented  several  probleme,  due  to  the  limited  use  of  Thu 
Dai.  Air  F:  eld,  and  the  congested  eoodition  of  Boute  1  from  Da  Nang  to  thb 
Phu'  Bal  area,  and  North.  Close  coordlnatlcn  with  Marine  Forces  provided 
for  the  movement  of  over  I3OO  troops,  6CO  vehialeB,  and  over  9,000  tons  of 
organisational  equipaent  by  sea  and  air  to  Da  Nang,  and  North  to  Phu  Bai 
b7  sea  and  overland. 

1  Elements  of  the  follovdng  division  units  were  involved 

in  this  move: 
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a  line  Division  end  attachments 

b  Division  Artillery 

C  lOlst  Aviation  En 

d  2/17th  Cavalry 

o  801st  Ilaint  Bn 

f  3^6th  Engineer 

^  lOlst  Jiilitary  Police  Company 

h  HHB  2/llth  Arty 

i  Suppor  t  Conmand 

2  Unit  personnel  and  vehicies  convoyed  from  Da  Nang  to 
Phu  Bai  and  Camp  eXtIb,  vdth  security  beln^'  provided  by  2/17th  Cav,  and 
B/1/I7th  Cav.  Jirine  ou;  ;'crl  arencies  in  the  Da  Nanr  araa  provided  billeting 
and  St?,  ing  arejis  for  these  convoye. 

Unit  equipment,  not  able  to  be  carried  on  the  troop 
convoys  was  staged  at  pier/dock  sites  and.  then  moved  North  In  the  following 
wye: 


a  157  or  LCU  to  Hue  Rampe,  or  Tan  ty  ramp, 
b  Convoyed  North  by  2^  ton  truck  assets  levied  from 

division  utiHs, 

(2)  Logistics  Operations 

(a)  General:  IXirlng  the  repeating  period  covered  the  lO^st 
Aivbome  Division  participated  in  4  major  operations  in  which  the  IQLet 
Airborne  Division  Support  Comraanl  provided  the  necessary  ocai^t  aervlea 
suppert  to  insure  the  accon^liahment  of  the  assigned  adasioa.  The  basic 
concept  for  the  supporting  of  the  Division  remained  the  aame  throughout  the 
whole  time  frame.  The  concept  Included  the  diapoaition  of  Forward  Suj^rt 
Elements  conoiEtin::  of  a  ilaintenance  Platoon,  a  Medical  Co.-ipany  and  a  SupT'^’’ 
Detachment  vdsich  accoipanied  their  reopective  Bric'dee  to  their  bases  of 
operstlons.  The  size  of  the  .odieal  Company  re.ialned  the  eai*  on  all  occas¬ 
ions,  however  the  site  of  the  liaintenence  Flatoone  and  the  Supply  Detsolv  isnts 
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varied  In  accordance  with  th'  dii-tance  of  tlK  Brl^arie  Base  Caope  frou  the 
Bien  Hoa  Baae  Camp  and  whether  or  not  the  l£>t  Logiatlcs  Coounand  placed  an 
FSA  at  or  nea:  the  Drlgade  Case  oT  Operations.  In  cases  where  a  Division 
Tactical  Conand  Post  was  used  a  Logistical  Operation  Coordination  Center 
was  established  at  the  location. 


(b)  Dispositions: 


1 

During  Operation 

Tacoma:  (oovement  to 

X  cc) 

ft-ganlsation 

Location 

Supporting  Agency 

Location 

let  Bde  FSE 

Phu  Bai 

FLCC-A 

IF  Lane 

Phu  JBal 

Camp  Eagle 

2nd  Bde  FSE 

IZ  Jane 

12  Sallv 

TF  Fhmos 

TF  Me  Donald 

Quang  Tri 
Camp  Evans 

3rd  Bde  FSE 

Phucc  Vinh 

Log  Cud  L5A 

Phuoc  Vinh 

(KOTC;  aaes  11  A  IV  TO&E  itervs  from 
Hoa  tlier  Ca'^p  Eagle  fis  ] altitenanec  Bh 

Bien  Hoa  and  repair  parte  fraa  Bien 
Closed  Camp  La  le) 

2 

«e« 

During  Operation 

Care;  tan  1  A  II  <\  Operation  Oola-'an 

CY-xanisation 

Location 

Supporting  Agenev 

Location 

l$t  Bde  FSE 

Fhu  Bai 

IF  Lane 

Camp  Eagle 

2d  Bde  FSE 

12  Sally 

TF  Me  Donald 

Camp  Evans 

3d  Bde  FSE 

Fhuoc  Vinh 

Leg  Qnd  LSA 

Phuoc  Wnh 

3d  Bde  82d  Abn  FSE 

Fhu  Bai 

TF  Lane 

Camp  Eagle 

^  DIOC  was  initally  set  up  at  Camp  Eagle  during  the  latter 
stages  of  Operation  Tacota  and  it  gradual!^'-  expanded  into  a  Support  Command 
forward  as  the  desired  ele.ients  of  the  Support  Crannand  cloeed  at  Carap  Eagle, 
during  the  initial  stares  of  Operation  Carentan.  Included  in  the  Suppert 
Cannand  forward  were  elements  of  the  DSO,  Dt-BO,  and  DTO, 

(3)  Fiaintenance: 

(a)  The  801st  ^intenance  Eh  suiJported  the  Division  opcrftlons 
by  iitlllelng  the  Ferward  Support  Haintenance  Platoons  placed  in  direct  auppe:  t 
of  the  organic  Brigades,  The  Cirox.d  FSairtenance  Company  (-)>^the  Irans- 
portatl  r;  .\ircraft  fiaintentrioe  Company  and  the  Dn  Headquarters 'remained  at 
aien  Hoa  until  the  latlsa*  ixrtlon  of  Operation  Tacoma  idience  they  dlsy laced 
forward  to  Cxq?  Eag.le 
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(b)  Tbe  fol''ovrtnG  Fiaintenanoo  Jobs  were  accoopliahed  during  the 
report ‘n*  ’■eriod; 


Alii';  ,  o-^r’/:  -1361 

GlhirJ-  -3284 

Aiil.'T  -2541 

-  421 


-  255 

(c)  During  the  repirtlng  period  16271  lines  of  repair  parte 
were  issued  fro.'n  the  Sn's  ASL. 

(d)  Salvage  collection  pointo  were  set  up  at  each  of  the  For- 
'ward  Supptrt  Platoon  locations  and  at  the  Bn  Main's  location. 

(4)  SupplcM 


(a)  The  426th  .'j“T  3n  supported  the  Division  operations  util¬ 
izing  Forward  3up;'l;-  Detachments  vsrj'inp  in  size  depending  on  »<h6ther  cr  not 
Ist  Loristical  Co  nand  provided  an  FOA  on  location.  These  detachments  pro¬ 
vided  eupport.  in  the  classes  of  supi'l:'  net  covered  b^  the  LOG  Cmd  Agencies 
present.  " /dl  Class  II  "  IV  TCV'E  requests  were  processed  through  Dien  Hoa, 


agencies; 


(b)  listed  '.elow  are  tlie  quantities  issued  by  the  DGO  and  Ite 


Class  I 
Clasp  II&IV 
Class  in 
Class  V 


106;,242  rat 
159  S/T 
933,640  gal 
1,479  S/T 


Mar 

88,885  rat 
166  S/T 
555,886  gal 
1,026  S/T 


Apt 

358,503  rat 
679  S/T 
525,346  gal 
5,088  S/T 


553,630  rat 
1,004  S/T 
2,075,181  gal 
7,538  S/T 


(HOTE?  This  does  not  reflect  the  total  usage  factors  for  any  class  of  supply 
in  view  of  the  fact  th  t  when  a  Log  Grad  agency  Is  present  it  provldee  direct 
supply  point  distribution  for  any  and  all  customers. ) 

(c)  Below  are  listed  the  Itams  cwrently  in  short  supply: 


fruits  end  vejetp.t 


Claes  I 
es. 


3d  Bde  is  not  receiving  full  issues  of  fresh 


g  Class  II  ri  IV  -  Kadio,  ALyGlC-125 
Telephone,  TA-1 
Antenna,  itC/292 

Kit.  installation,  radio,  Ali/VRO-47 
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Suspenders,  fieU  pack,  mil  &  regular 
Coat,  tro.dcal,  XSS  and  ttR 
Ar.iior,  bcx.;',  niod 

knife,  fork  and  spoon,  field  meaa 


^  Class  III  -  Kone 

Clasa  V  -  Pyrotechnlca,  illuminating 
(5)  TPan^  oriation: 


(a)  Convoy  Hovements: 


DATES- 

UJCaTIOI: 

VEHIC1£S 

TCMNACB  (S/T) 

e  MU' 

BH  -  PV 

194 

1425 

9  )tar 

F7-  HG  Back  Haul 

190 

300 

10  Hir 

BH  -  PV 

178 

1250 

11  I-!ar 

PV  -  BH  Back  Haul 

170 

100 

7-8  Kar 

DH  -  New  Fort 

2  convoya 

445 

9-11  Har 

BH  -  S®  Fort 

7  convoys 

2266 

10  Kar 

S®  -  i-iew  Fort 

1  convoy 

170 

19  -  22  liar 

BH  -  S®  Port 

11  cor.voya 

2641 

H\.iCH  Totala  -  -  - 

8,914 

(NOTS:  terement  to  Hew  Port  &  Saigon  Fort  were  for  cargo  to  be  ablpped  via 
aea.  "onnage  reiiresenta  bo^h  vrhiolea  and  cargo  ahlppad  north  InaiSBUCh  ae 
tlK  velilcleo  -ere  in  fact  "cargo".) 


11  Apr 

BH  -  PV 

313 

1958 

12  Apr 

PV  -  BH  Back  Haul 

251 

490 

13  Apr 

BH  -  PV 

278 

1720 

lit  Apr 

PV  -  BH  Back  Haul 

260 

500 

APRIL  Totala 

4,668 

Total 

13,582 

(b)  Sea  Shipmenta: 

vssskl 

d,a;£.d1I 

CHIG-tlbST 

COO  (S/T) 

m 

LSV  #  623 

8  •  AT 

Mew  Port-  -  Oa  Hang 

445 

err 

LST  #  579 

11  Her 

Mew  Port  -  Oa  Nang 

317 

77 
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15T  J  U9 

12  liar 

Now  Port  -  Da  Hang 

170 

38 

seatrahi 

HABT 

12  Hkt 

Salg:  -  Da  Hang 

2266 

496 

L  T  579 

17  Mar 

PR  -  hew  Fort 

260 

18 

1ST  222 

19  Mar 

PR  -  New  Port 

387 

43 

LST  if  607 

21  Mar 

FR  -  New  Port 

495 

4 

ALBANY 

23  Mar 

Saigon  -  Oa  Nang 

2641 

10 

MARCH  Totals 

6,981 

736 

LST  a  276 

8  Apr 

New  Port  -  Tan 

421 

22 

1ST  :i  491 

8  Apr 

New  Pert-  -  Tan  >(y 

259 

34 

LST  if  590 

9  Apr 

PR  •  New  Port 

495 

4 

1ST  222 

9  Apr 

PR  -  Tan 

150 

32 

IST  0  399 

13  Apr 

PR  >  Tan  Hr 

300 

9 

LST  #  222 

24  Apr 

PR  -  Hew  Port 

249 

15 

LST  0  276 

25  Ap- 

PR  -  Tan  H7 

321 

81 

AP  .IL  Totals 

2,195 

157 

Total 

9A76 

893 

(e)  Air  Mownent  (includes  flxsd^fing  spsoi.tl  Air  l&ssloii. 

Courier  Aircraft  and  Dedicated  Aircraft). 

CARGC  (S/T) 

PAX 

fSB 

5083 

7882 

MAR 

3514 

10243 

APR 

1701 

7707 

Totala 

10,298 

25,832 

(d )  .Total  for 

all  R»vBnent  for  the  lOlst  Airborno  OivlslOBi 

MONTH 

CARGO  (S/T) 

m 

PSD 

5083 

7882 

MAR 

19409 

10979 

APR 

8564 

7864 

Totals 

33,056  S/T 

26,725 

(e)  Medioel: 
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jl  The  326th  Medical  Bn  eu]  ported  Oivlaion  operations  by 
utilisins  its  Direot  Support  Medical  Goinpanies  with  each  Brigade.  To  date 
the  asdloal  facilities  have  processed  and  treated  4026  patients  with  varying 
de^ees  of  injury  and  illness. 

g  The  Division  >5Bdlca3.  Supply  Office  during  the  reporting 
period  processed  and  shipped  10  tons  of  inedlcal  supplies  to  divisional  units. 

2  Below  are  listed  items  currently  In  short  supply; 
a  Tetanus  Vaccine 
b  Small  Foot  Vaccine 
£  Yellow  Fever  Vaccine 
(7)  Other  Activities 

(a)  The  amaljaioation  oi  the  1st  Ble  Support  Bn  continued  through 
the  reportlno;  period  with  the  movement  of  6  11)T  loads  of  personal  equipment 

from  Phan  Rang  to  Newport  and  Tan  iy,  leaving  only  one  ehlp  load  remaining. 

At  the  present  time  it  ie  expected  that  the  move  will  be  completed  during  the 
second  week  in  iJay. 

(b)  On  23  April  1968  the  Screaming  Eagle  Replacement  Training 
School  became  attached  to  Di vision  Headquarter's  Rear. 

e.  CIVIC  ACTIONS 

(1)  The  Dlvieion  has  continued  Ite  civic  action  efforts  in  both  I 
and  III  CTZ's.^  All  Civic  Action  projects  were  coordinated  through  appropriate 
IRCV  Advisors.  This  coordination  precluded  any  duplication  of  efforts  by 
other  units  operating  in  the  same  areas  and  reinforced  cordial  relationahlps 
with  advisory  personnel.  Civic  Actions  ia^jlemented  to  assist  the  (Zf5 
volutionary  Development  effort  during  the  period  are  suimnarised  below; 

5CH00I£ 

Repaired  5 

Supplied  (5)  1,680  School  Kite 
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DISPSKSARIES/^OBFITAl^ 

Rtpslred  ^ 

KEDGAP  TI  . 

VlBlte'  30 

Pstients  4,509 

COHMODITIES  DlSmiBUTCD 

Pood  120,589  lbs 

luriber  84,577  bd  ft 

Clothing  4,815  Iba 

Ks&lth  Suppliss  1,305  lbs 

DWSLIZNQS 

Rspslred  12 

Built  110 

ROADS 

Repaired  3k 

OIIDCCS 

Repsirsd  3 

NUUKT  FLAC8 

Built  1 

(2)  In  order  to  help  new  personnel  underetautd  the  purpoee  of  the 
ClTie  Affairs  activities  and  foatsr  the  acceptance  of  US  and  FVIHAF  b7  the 
Tietnameee  populaoe,  all  iDconing  personnel  reeeiTS  instruotione  on  the 
eustons  and  eonrteslee  of  the  vietnaoese  eulture  as  a  part  of  their  in>coun- 
trj  prooessinc* 

(3)  Statnii  of  GVK  Revolutlooarj  Uewloposnt  Frograou 

(a)  Ihs  asslstanoe  provided  in  rebuilding  the  village  of  Cay 
Da  (XT  003182}  has  nurtured  a  new  spirit  of  cooperation  between  the  pepulaes, 
GrVR  authorities  and  Aiairioan  troops.  This  ajor  undertaking  to  rebuild  or 
repair  297  hoasa  eaw  TiS^  oonpleted  in  the  first  40  days. 
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(b)  The  Medloal  Civic  Action  Progran  II  (I€KAP)  is  ooniintilng 
to  be  the  ;re?.t''8t  single  factor  in  winnin;;:  the  people  to  the  CTO  and  the 
Aaerloan  Forces.  '.  hlB*  media  reaches  thousands  of  persons  in  dire  need  who 
otherwise  night  be  forgotten.  The  misery  and  suffering  thus  relieved  has 
brought  nsK  hope  for  these  pe<^le.  The  vast  and  effieient  medical  personnel 
fran  Anrnrican  .dnits  working  Jointly  with  available  Vietnamese  staffs  is  one 
of  the  most  effective  ineans  possible  to  gain  the  support  and  lespeot  of  the 
people. 


(o)  The  first  matjor  Civ  Action  project  in  the  I  Corpc  area  was 
the  reconstruction  of  the  An  Cuu  Marketplace.  Ti  ls  projeot  is  si^lficant 
since  it  was  a  Joint  effort  involving  a  platoon  of  engineers  from  the  326th 
Shgineer  and  a  platoon  of  engineers  from  the  lOlst  ARVN  Eng  GP’,  This 
projaot  did  anch  to  insure  Vietnamese  acoeptanoa  of  the  US  Fcreea. 

(4)  No  monthly  Coninunity  Relations  Council  meetings  have  been  held 
in  the  D^sions  AO  in  1  Corps.  Present  paolfieation  status  of  population 
does  not  at  present  appear  eonduelve  to  the  establishment  of  a  Coomiunltgr 
Relations  Council. 

(5)  A  sunnary  of  psychological  warfare  support. 

(a)  During  this  repcrting  period  the  103s  t  Airborne  Division 
moved  from  Bisn  Hoa  to  Hue  Phu  Bai,  Prior  to  the  move,  PSYOP  campaigns 

by  this.  Headquarters  were  orianted  toward  the  exploitation  of  general  themes 
as  directed  ^  II  Field  Fo-ees.  These  t:  ernes  included  Chieu  Hoi,  Sewards, 
Pro  QVN,  TET,  Allied  (AfN  Power,  Anti  VC,  and  Anti  NVA. 

(b)  Open  relocating  in  the  Hue  Pha  Bai  area  the  same  themes 
prevailed,  however,  the  directions  provided  for  PSIOP  aotivitiss  came  from 
III  Marine  Amphibious  Fa*ces  Hsol quarters  in  Da  Nang  thru  Provisional  Corps 
Vietnam  located  at  Phu  Bai. 

(c)  Statlstieal  data  for  this  quarter  is  as  follovsf 

Leaflets  disseminated  35,625»55D 

^  Number  of  Loudspeaker  Broadcasts  201 

^  Number  of  movies  shown  18 
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a^aSBCTICK  Z.  lESSOWS  IEARIJD!  COMMANDER'S  OB^IVATICNS.  EVALUATIOM  AKD 
^COMCNPATiqiSt 

6.  PBISOWKEL 

(1)  Replaoements : 

(a)  Obeervation:  Unprogramad  losaes  in  key  slots  (both 
officer  snd  enlisted)  have  not  been  filled  in  a  timely  manner. 

(b)  Evaluation:  It  has  been  our  experience  that,  when  a 
Cotomander,  an  aviator t  or  an  NCO  in  a  critical  )CS  slot  is  lat  to  the 
Divisionj  no  provision  for  his  replaoeaent  seems  to  have  bean  made. 

(c)  Reeannendatlon:  That  the  unit  repcrting  an  unprograaned 
loss  be  given  notification  of  receijtt  of  that  rep(rt>  and  be  given  ^ae  mieh 
infomation  as  is  available  pertaining  to  when  a  replaoeaent  ^11  becocM 
available.  In  addition  when  the  replacement  is  finally  assigned  to  the  unitf 
his  orders  should  note  that  he  is  being  asalgjied  against  the  unprograaaed 
loss. 


(2)  Casualty  Reporting: 

(a)  Observation:  neporting  casualties  of  all  oatsgories  when 
operating  at  distant  locations  from  where  personnel  records  are  maintained 
requires  a  comnunicatlons  capability  not  orgtolc  to  an  airborne  division. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Thia  division,  whsn  it  first  moved  to  I 
Corps  Ihctloel  Zone,  had  no  connunicatlon  with  the  Division  ilain  at  Bien 
Hoa.  Since  then  two  lines  have  been  allocated  the  Division  for  the  passage 
of  adadnistrative  trsifflc.  In  addition  to  these  we  have  a  single  channel 
RWI  capability.  With  the  constant  flow  of  adminiatratlve  traffic  inherent 

in  a  IHvlslon  Headquarters,  it  is  Inqwsslble  to  assign  a  single  capability  to 
the  AC  Casualty  Ekranch  as  a  solO-^ser  circuit.  Consequently  casualty  report¬ 
ing  is  done  on  an  opportuilstic  basic,  and  as  a  result  is  often  delayed. 

(e)  Beoonmendationet  That  consideration  be  glren  to  au^mtlng 
AG  casualty  sections  with  thslr  cun  long  range  comnunioations  capability. 

This  capability  should  be  one  b^/  which  a  two  way  conversation  can  be  easily 
achieved.  An  alternative  to  this  augmentation  would  he  the  granting  of  a 
sole-usar  circuit  for  casualty  reporting  when  units  are  operating  beyond 
normal  comnnnileationB  capabllitise. 

(3)  Levies! 
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(*)'  Observation!  During  the  reporting  period,  this  Division 
hsa  been  levi^  tee  key  personnel  by  higher  headquarters  as  shown! 


Field  (ksde  Officers 

3 

Coiapany  a*ada  Officers 

30 

Senior  HCO's 

46 

£3  end  1:4 

8 

TOTAL 

TPT 

(b)  Evaluation:  This  Division,  has  a  eritioal  shortage  of 
Captains  and  Senior  MCO's.  These  £ire  the  two  areas  that  have  been  hit  the 
hardest  by  levies.  If  these  levies  continue  at  their  present  rata,  the 
combat  effectiveness  of  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  will  have  to  suffer 
accordingly. 


(o)  RaeoaMndation!  That  added  consideration  be  given  .to 
mininislng  levies  against  the  101st  Airborne  Division.  This  oonsiideratlon 
will  becone  increasingly  important  when  this  division  begins  to  reorganise 
under  an  ainndbile  TCE. 

(a)  Aircraft  Mechanics 

(a)  Observation:  The  TCE  of  the  light  Airmobile  Company, 
Aviation  Battalion,  Airborne  Division  (TCE  1-576)  does  not  provide  enough 
mechanics  in  the  aircraft  maintenance  section  to  support  the  number  of 
flying  hours  required  to  support  a  divisicai. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  TCE  provides  for  three  (3)  section^  of 
tarelve  (12)  helicopter  mechanics  of  vfhlch  one  is  a  supervisor.  The  normal 
availability  after  KP,  perimeter  ,  guard,  details  and  RSR  wiU  leave  enough 
men  to  provide  appraxamatoly  4500  man  hours  maintenance  per  month.  The 
normal  fl;'ing  time  in  the  company  Is  2200-2400  hours  per  month.  This  pro¬ 
vides  a  ratio  of  2  maintenance  man  hours  per  flying  hour,  which  is  in¬ 
sufficient. 


(o)  necomnendatloni  That  a  serious  detailsd  study  of  the  TCE 
b«  Bade  with  a  realistic  view  towards  normal  support  of  a  division  in  ocs^ 
bat. 


(5)  Aircraft  Door  Gunners 

(a)  Obeervstion:  There  are  no  aircraft  door  gunnere  autiioriaed 
in  the  TCE  (1-586)  for  the  aviation  General  Support  Company,  Aviation 
Battalion,  Airborne  Division. 
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(b)  Evalud^ion:  Door  gunners  for  the  armed  helicopters  and  the 
two  UH-l  ooBssand  and  control  aircraft  are  required  in  the  helicopter  to  iro- 
vide  euppresaivB  and  protective  fire.  The  door  gunners  currently  have  to  be 
provided  from  within  the  company  or  from  infantry  units  in  the  division. 

(e)  Recommendation:  Ihat  door  gunners  (llB)  be  added  to  the 

TCE  (l-58fi). 

(6)  Officer  Personnel  for  AAE: 

(a)  Observation:  The  TCS.  provides  one  (1)  major  (Asst  Division 
Aviation  Officer)  tf  man  tlie  Amw  Aviation  Element  (A^)  in  the  Division 
Tactical  Operations  Center  (DTOC), 

(b)  The  AAB  at  DTOC  is  a  2A  hour  a  da:'  oparation.  The  neMsaarj 
personnel  to  operate  the  AAE  <m  a  sistained  basis  have  to  be  drawn  fircn 'the 
Aviation  Battalion. 

(c)  Recceioendation:  That  the  Aviation  Battalion  Headquarters 
Coitg)any  TC£  be  Increased  by  two  (2)  Captains  (0251B}  to  provide  minimum 
personnel  to  operate  the  AAE  in  DTOC. 

(7)  Ammunition  Handlers 

(a)  Observation:  There  is  only  one  Asniunition  Storage 
Specialist  authorised  in  iiie  Aviation  General  Support  Company,  Aviation 
Battalion,  Airborne  Division  TGE  1-586. 

(b)  Evaluation:  This  TC£  authorisea  six  (6j  armed  helicop¬ 
ters  with  the  Xtd  armament  aub  system.  With  only  one  amao  man  authorised  it 
Is  impossible  to  keep  up  with  the  assronition  requlrsasnts. 

(e)  Reconnendation:  That  a  minimum  of  five  (5)  more  ammo 
handlers  be  authorised  on  this  TCX. 


a 
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b.  OPERATIONS 

(1)  Night  OporatlonB: 

(a)  Ob«ervatlon.  Nlcht  movcnwnts  and  anbush«s  wera  ecndueiad 
axteneivaly  with  great  euceees. 

(b)  Evaluation.  As  unite  gained  experienoe  and  eonfldenea 
in  their  ability  to  operate  at  night,  the  eneay  was  denied  night  freedom  of 
movement.  During  Operation  JEB  STUART  al^e,  night  aabnshes  aeoountsd  for 
90  eneoQr  IQA  (6C)  while  friendly  easualtlee  were  2  XlA  and  3  VflA. 

(o)  Recommendation*  All  infantry  units  must  oontinue  to 
eiig>haslse  the  value  of  night  moveoe.it  and  aaA>uBhes.  Training  in  these 
subjaets  must  be  realietlo  and  eoaprehensive. 

(3)  Sapper  Taetles: 

(a)  Observation.  During  the  reporting  period  the  ftrlgada 
bass  and  night  posltlona  of  subordinate  units  were  subjected  to  sapper 
attacks. 

(b)  Evaluation.  These  attacks  were  initiated  with  mortar’ 
attacks,  Sap-ers,  advancing  under  the  initial. mortar  barragss,  en^plc^d . 
PPG  fire  to  create  the  effect  of  a  continuing  mortar  attack.  Bsngalo^.  tpr- 
pedoes  were  used  to  breach  defensive  wire  and  enemy  troops  rushed* into  ths 
perimeter  hurlin<;  satchel  charges  and  ?  '  pound  blocks  of  TNT,  primed  with 
pull  typs  fuses,  into  the  perimster  bunkers. 

(e)  Recomndatlon.  Night  defense  positions  most  be  tightly 
configured,  fields  of  fire  cleared,  sectore  of  responsibility  clearly  de¬ 
signated,  and  likely  ayeoi;9a_9JC-AaB£MclLJffill  defended  and  covered  bgr  fire. 
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Personnel  rwist  continue  to  imtirove  poiitiona  after  dark  if  necessary.  Per- 
soni  el  niust  be  alert  and  awake  in  every  bnril.er  (use  the  buddy  system  in  3“4 
man  positions),  Surveillance  must  he  maintained  dvtrlng  mortar  attacks. 

Upon  the  first  Indi cation  or  detection  of  enemy  infiltration,  all  means  of 
organic  and  suprortin?:  flrepov^r  must  be  employed.  All  types  of  warning 
devices  must  be  employed  and  expedic-nt  warning  devices  and  systeins.  Improvieed 
to  meet  the  particxilsu'  situation. 

(4)  Joint  US/ ARVN  Forces  Opei'ations; 

(a)  Observat^  .  Throughout  the  reporting  period,  provincial 
6uid  ARVT.  Division  forces  o>  ated  in  close  coordination  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  .2d  Bde,  thus  proviuing  valuable  assistance  in  accompliehing  the  Bde 
mission. 


(b)  Evaluation.  The  provincial  RF/PF  unite,  although  reluc¬ 
tant  to  conduct  Independant  operations  at  the  outset,  became  effective  fight¬ 
ing  forces  when  backed  by  the  fire  support  and  mobility  resources  of  the  US 
iinits.  Participation  by  these  \mlts  enabled  the  Bde  to  saturate  the  AO  with 
maneuver  units.  These  forces  also  provided  an  invaluable  asset  when  fighting 
in  populated  areas. 

(c)  Recommend  lUon .  Close  coordination  and  cooperation  between 
R'/N  and  US  military  forces  is  a  necessity  when  conducting  operations  in  pop¬ 
ulated  areas.  Support  provided  to  such  units  pays  handsome  dividends  In  the 
form  of  effective  combat  units  that  tay  be  employed  ir  the  area  of  operation. 

(5)  Operations  in  the  Coastal  Plains; 

(a)  Ohservatlon.  In  the  coastal  plains,  operations  are  char¬ 
acterized  by  frequent  attacks  of  fortified  villages  and  hedgerows. 

(b)  Evaluation.  As  a  general  rule,  every  village  encountered 

in  the  lowlands  between  the  coastal  beaches  and  the  foothills  of  the  mountains 
to  the  west  contain  a  series  of  mutually  supporting  and  Inter-connecting 
bunkers  and  trench  s  ste  is. 

(c)  Recoioiaendation.  The  fundamentals  of  attaoking  a  fortified 
position  must  be  stressed.  Fire  and  maneuver  at  the  squad  and  platoon  level 
are  essential  and  must  be  second  natiu'e  to  platoon  and  squad  leaders. 

(r)  Cordon  Operations; 

(a)  Observation.  Cordon  operations  have  been  very  successful 
in  this  tj'ea  of  opera tiais. 
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(b)  Eval^^tior;.  These  operations  can  only  be  productive  if 
the  conjoander  can  rapidly  dei'loy  sufflci<?nt  blocking  forces  to  contain  the 
ere  y.  An  itiinediately  ros.  onsive  transportation  cajiaiiillty,  such  as  an 
airmobile  co  r^l'j  is  essential  to  successful  initiation  of  the  operation. 

Of  equal  importance  is  the  ability  to  fix  the  enenj'  once  contact  has  been 
established  and  prior  to*  the  completion  of  the  cordon.  Intensive  artillery 
fires  and  aii’  strikes  have  be-n  found  to  be  particularly  valuable  in  this 
regard.  Once  th"  enemy  has  been  sealed  In  the  cordon,  all  available  means 
must  be  brought  to  bear  to  destroy  him.  The  cordon  must  be  impregnable. 
Continuous  illumination  must  be  provided  at  night.  Conotant  pressure  nnist 
be  maintained  until  the  ene  y  has  been  destroyed. 

(c)  Rccomriendatlon.  Potentially,  cordon  operations  c£in  be 
most  successful.  To  be  successful,  the  requirements  for  rapid  encirclement, 
adequate  encircling  forces,  application  of  Intensive  fires  and  the  capability 
to  maintain  a  constant  pressure  must  be  satisfiecl.  When  properly  execwted, 
this  type  of  operation  can  inflict  heavy  losses  upon  the  enewiy  with  a  adnlmim 
of  friendly  casualties. 

(7)  Confnand  and  Control: 

(a)  Observation.  Operations  designed  to  saturate  a  given  area 
of  operatio’-s  vastly  Increase  the  span  of  control  of  battalion  and  higher 
level  conrianders. 

(b;  -valuation.  In  this  type  of  envlroruaent,  commanders  often 
have  units  operating  in  widely  divergent  areas.  Commanders  must  be  able  to 
obtain  first  hand  information  in  order  to  make  rapid  and  timely  adjustments 
to  the  tactical  dispositions  to  best  meet  the  ever  changir.g  situation. 

(c).  Recommendation,  It  is  reco;.v.'<ended  that  battalion  and  higher 
level  commanders  be  provided  a  utility  he-licopter  equipped  with  a  two  channel 
radio  console  on  a  daily  basfs, 

c.  INTiLUCEl-'CE 

(l)  Heed  for  Liaison  in  Moving  to  New  Aroes 

(a)  Observation,  Prior  to  moving  into  a  new  area  of  operations, 
the  Division  should  have  at  hand  all  available  intelligence  on  the  enemy, 
terrain,  and  weather  in  the  area, 

(b'  Evaluation:  Several  weeks  are  required  for  the  gathering 
of  intelligence  of  a  r.-^w  area  ruf.lcient  to  supjiort  Division  operations,  and 
it  ust  be  done  in  advance  of  the  Division '»  arrival  In  the  area.  Tne  only 
satisfactory  msans  for  obtaining  the  needed  intelligence  is  thru  ton 
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personnel,  which  should  be  dispatched  to  every  headquarters,  US  and  Allied, 
possessing  a  collection  capability  that  lies  within  or  near  the  new  Division  AO. 

(c)  Reconnendatlon.  That  all  planned  moves  by  the  Division  to 
new  areas  of  operations  provide  for  advance  liaison  visits  to  all  major  head¬ 
quarters  In  the  area  for  the  specific  purpose  of  gathering  Intelligence,  all 
.'sits  to  extend  over  as  many  days  as  necessary  to  acquire  all  available 
incelllgence. 

(C)  (2)  Employment  of  AN/TPS-25  Radar  In  Base  Camp  Defense  Plan 

(a)  Observation.  Special  technical  equipment  should  be  eu^loyed 
whenever  possible  to  replace  or  augment  troops  In  the  security  of  a  static 
base  can^  defense  perimeter. 

(b)  Evaluation.  This  Division  has  found  that  the  AN/TPS-2S 
Radar  is  ideally  suited,  where  terrain  permits,  for  employment  in  the  base 
camp  perimeter  surviellance  role.  At  night  and  under  limited  visibility  con¬ 
ditions,  this  radar  can  detect  movement  of  company  size  elements  at  12,000m 
and  Individuals  at  4,S00m,  obtaining  accurate  and  reliable  fixes  on  the  enemy 
for  their  engagement  by  friendly  weapons  of  the  base  camp  defenses.  These 
sets  are  mechanically  reliable  as  well,  as  this  Division's  experience  shows 

a  total  of  1600  hours  of  operation  by  Its  one  set  with  only  43  minutes  of 
"down  time"  for  repairs.  When  employed  from  a  highly  elevated  position  inside 
a  base  camp,  the  TPS-25  can  relieve  a  significant  number  of  troops  from  the 
task  of  manning  bunkers  at  night  thru  Its  reliable  and  accurate  early 
warning  capability. 

(c)  Reconmendatlon.  That  the  AN/TPS-25  Radar  be  acquired  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  Issue  down  to  the  DS  Arty  Etry  level  (l.e.,  support  of 
each  Bde)  and  that  static  defense  of  base  camps  doctrine  be  amended  to  in¬ 
clude  the  employment  of  these  radars  wherever  possible  for  perimeter  sur¬ 
veillance. 

d.  LOGISTICS 

(1)  Observation.  Lack  of  organic  transportation  capability  within 
the  framework  of  the  present  TO&E. 

(a)  Evaluation.  It  was  apparent  upon  arrival  In  country  chat 
the  lOlsC  Airborne  Division  lacked  the  necessary  assets  to  effectively  re¬ 
supply  itself  with  the  trucks  on  hand  and  that  even  If  Che  trucks  were  avail¬ 
able  there  was  no  existing  organization  to  effectively  maintain  and  control 
these  assecs.  There  were  two  courses  of  A.cr.lon  open  to  the  Division  and 
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they  were  to  obtain  a  currently  existing  transportation  organization  on  a 
permanently  attached  basis  or  to  form  a  provisional  truck  company  out  of  the 
assets  from  the  1st  Bde  Support  Bn  and  the  160  day  loan  vehicles* 

(b)  Recommendation.  Form  a  provisional  truck  coiq>any  as  stated 

above. 


(2)  Observation.  TO&E  structure  of  the  Airborne  Maintenance  Bn. 

(a)  Evaluation.  At  present  the  Airborne  Maint  ..'.ance  Bn  is 
organized  into  a  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment,  a  Ground  Main¬ 
tenance  Company  and  a  Transportation  Aircraft  Maintenance  Company.  In 
comparison  to  other  divisions,  which  are  performing  the  same  basic  mission 
for  approximately  the  same  number  of  troops  and  equipment,  this  organization 
is  considered  too  light.  It  Is  felc  that  the  Maintenance  Bn  should  be  re¬ 
organized  to  Include  at  least  three  Forward  Support  Maintenance  Detachments. 
This  problem  particularly  comes  to  light  in  the  areas  of  armament  and  elec¬ 
tronics  maintenance  where  the  Forward  Support  Maintenance  Platoon  only  has  a 
total  of  7  personnel  covering  these  widely  diversified  fields. 

(b)  Recommendation.,  Approval  of  the  MICE  which  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  covering  this  problem. 

(3)  Observation.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  allocating  higher 
movement  priorities  for  repair  parts  resupply. 

(a)  Evaluation.  In  a  situation  where  Division  Maintenance  Bn 

is  dependent  upon  long  lines  of  comoiunication,  as  Is  the  case  during  counter¬ 
insurgency  operations,  it  Is  necessary  to  reconsider  normal  allocations  of 
available  transportation  assets,  especially  for  repair  parts  resupply. 

Repair  parts  must  receive  a  higher  priority  than  that  normally  allocated. 

This  is  especially  important  for  depot  shipments  against  deadline  requisitions. 

(b)  Reconmendatlon.  That  repair  parts  resupply  be  accorded 
higher  movement  priority  during  periods  of  reduced  transportation  availability. 

(4)  Observation:  The  present  connmnicatlon  system  between  forward 
and  rear  Support  Connand  logistical  elements  does  npt  provide  for  adequate 
alternate  or  back-up  cooniunication  links. 

(a)  Evaluation.  Coamunlcations  in  the  counterinsurgency  situa¬ 
tion  is  a  critical  must.  The  need  for  transmission  of  reports  and  requests 
between  the  forward  and  rear  areas  is  a  continuing  problem  over  the  long 
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distances  lnvol<red.  The  Support  Connand  has  by  virtue  of  Its  attached  SCOP 
a  radio  teletype  capability  which  is  adequate  in  most  cases;  however,  there 
is  no  back-up  method  of  rapid  comnunlcatlons  and  if  maintenance  difficulties 
occur,  both  areas  are  hard  pressed  to  obtain  all  the  information  necessary 
Co  maintain  the  flow  of  supplies  vital  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  mission. 

(b)  Recommendation.  That  additional  telephone  and  teletype 
circuits  be  provided  for  a  conminications  link  between  the  direct  lines  of 
comnunication  forward  (DLOC  FVn))  and  the  DLOC  Rear. 

(5)  Observation.  The  use  of  geographic  versus  tactical  boundaries 
for  area  support.  Class  1,  caused  unnecessary  problems. 

(a)  Evaluation.  The  Marine  Force  Logistics  Command,  which  was 
responsible  for  division  Class  1  support,  imposed  geographic  boundaries  for 
Class  I  support,  with  the  Marine  Force  Logistics  Group  -  Alpha  supporting  all 
units  south  of  Hue,  and  1st  Logistical  Comnand  supporting  all  units  north  of 
Hue  to  Quang  Trl.  This  caused  several  problems  for  the  division  as  our 
support  was  split  between  the  two  agencies  due  to  unit  dispositions. 

Liaison  parties  had  to  be  maintained  with  both  agencies,  and  two  sets  of 
records  had  to  be  maintained  because  of  differences  in  means  and  procedures 
between  Marines  and  Army. 

(b)  Recommendation.  That  Inter-scrvice  support  agreements  be 
fully  coordinated  prior  to  large  scale  unit  deployments. 

(6)  Observation.  The  lack  of  coordination  of  Inter-Service  support 
agreements  caused  exclusion  of  Army  Troop  support  in  some  instances. 

(a)  Evaluation.  Because  of  a  lack  of  coordination,  fresh  irults 
and  vegetables  were  not  available  to  the  division  during  the  period  1  March  - 
28  April  except  for  a  two  day  supply  of  potatoes,  cabbages  and  oranges.  A 
local  purchase  contract  had  been  made  for  fre^^h  fruit  and  vegetables  but 

it  excluded  Army  troops. 

(b)  Recommendation.  That  inter- service  support  agreements  are 
fully  coordinated  prior  to  large  scale  unit  deployments. 

(7)  Observation.  Complete  pre-stockage  of  support  elements  prior  to 
a  large  unit  move  is  essential. 

(a)  Evaluation.  Stockage  objectives  of  support  units  were  not 
ad^sted  prior  to  the  division's  move  to  1  CTZ.  The  TET  Offensive  then  ham¬ 
pered  resupply  so  severely  that  s:>me  of  these  objectives  were  not  met  until 
we'l  after  the  division  had  closed,  and  the  need  for  supplies  in  general  had 
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become  critical.  Some  of  these  objectives  (Class  V)  have  not  been  met  yet. 

(b)  Recommendation.  That  stockage  objectives  of  support  units 
be  adjusted  and  pre-stock  completed  before  deployment  of  a  division. 

(8)  Observation:  Neither  divisional  nor  non-dlvlslonal  maintenance 
support  elements  were  moved  to  1  CTZ  In  time  to  adequately  support  combat 
elements  during  and  Innedlately  after  Che  division  move. 

(a)  Evaluation:  Sufficient  transportation  assets  were  not 
made  available  to  move  ground  maintenance  elements,  both  division  and  non- 
dlvlslonal  support  elements,  until  3  weeks  after  combat  elements  had  closed 
1  CTZ.  Area  maintenance  elements  were  not  able  to  adequately  support  the 
division  during  this  three  weeks,  as  the  Marines  did  not  have  repair  parts 
for  Army  peculiar  Items.  This  situation  caused  an  excessive  and  extended 
deadline  situation. 

(b)  Reconmendatlon .  Adequate  area  type  maintenance  be  pre- 
posltloned  prior  to  a  division  move,  and  organic  maintenance  units  be  allocated 
higher  movement  priority. 

(9)  Lessons  Learned 

(a)  Prompt  high  quality  telephone  and  teletype  service  between 
logistical  activities  Is  a  must. 

(b)  When  moving  tactical  units  consideration  must  be  given  to 
logistical  activities,  organic  and  area  support,  so  that  upon  closing  the 
new  area  adequate  supply  and  services  may  be  rendered. 

(c)  Adequate  transportation  must  be  afforded  the  logistical 
activities  to  insure  that  normal  resupply  can  take  place  on  a  timely  basis. 

(d)  Greater  care  must  be  taken  to  insure  that  the  trans¬ 
portation  assets  available  are  utilized  to  the  maximum  in  the  role  of  resupply 
and  movement  of  combat  units. 

(10)  Fire  Fighting  Equipment 

(a)  Observation.  The  fire  fighting  equipment  In  the  aviation 
battalion  TOE  is  totally  Inadequate. 
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(b)  i^valustlon.  The  fire  fighting  ecuipment  for  all  the 
divlsion'e  el’^hty^ight  (88)  adrcraft  consists  of  one  (l)  3/4  ton  truck  with 
chemical  fire  extinguishers  and  foam  fire  extinguishers.  The  capability  of 
this  system  to  extinguish  an  aircraft  fire  and  save  lives  is  highly  qvwstion- 
able. 


(c)  Kecomraendation.  That  a  fire  truck  with  suitable  fire 
extinguishing  capability  be  added  to  the  Aviation  Battalion  TOC. 

(11)  Maintenance  Tents  (Tent,  Maintenance,  Frame  T^rpe) 

(a)  Obeervation.  Lack  of  maintenance  tents  in  units. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  extreme  weither  conditlone  exietlng  in 
the  current  operatioial  area  reduces  the  efficiency  of  the  aircraft  meohanies 
for  a  good  six  (6)  hours  during  the  middle  part  of  the  day.  During  the  rainy 
season  it  reduces  the  maintenance  man  hours  available  and  ef f ieienoy '«ven 
more  . 


(e)  ReconEnendation.  That  more  maintenance  tents  be  made  avail¬ 
able  to  aviation  units  operating  in  SKA  to  increase  efficiency  of  maintenance 
personnel,  Tnese  should  be  added  to  the  TOE, 

(12)  Armed  Flallc-pters 

(a)  Observation,  There  are  not  enough  armed  helicopters  suth- 
orised  in  the  TOE  to  provide  aufficient  support  to  divisional  units. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  TOE  p’ovldes  six  (6)  armed  helicopters 
for  the  entire  division.  The  armed  helicoptors  are  used  to  provide  amed 
escort,  night  mortar  watch,  chemical  deteeto*  missions,  close  auppcrt  to 
ground  troope,  convoy  eovmraigB  and  numerous  other  missions.  It  overtaxes 
the  available  maintenance  facilities  to  keep  more  than  four  of  the  six 
aircraft  flyable  at  one  time. 

(c)  Recosnendatlon,  'That  at  least  six  (6)  more  arasd  hell- 
copters  be  added  to  the  TCE  with  a  oorresponding  increase  in  aviators  and 
maintenance  personnel. 

4U  CEQANIZATION 

(1)  Transportation  Aircraft  Maintenance 
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(a)  Observation.  The  transportation  aircraft  maintenance 
company  Is  Insufficiently  Planned  to  provide  direct  support  maintenance  to 
the  dlvldloA's  aircraft. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  division's  aircraft  will  fly  an  average 

of  6160  hours  per  month  requiring  approximately  42,000  man  hours  of  maintenance. 

The  TOE  of  the  Transportation  Aircraft  Maintenance  Company  provides 

for  only  29,400  man  hours  per  month  and  does  not  Include  necessary  details, 

IF,  guard  and  shortage  of* authorised  personnel.  This  Is  totally  unsatis* 
factory  to  maintain  aircraft  In  a  proper  condition  to  support  the  division. 

(c)  Recommendation.  That  a  re-evaluatlon  of  the  TOE  for  the 
Transportation  Aircraft  Maintenance  Company,  Malnt  Bn,  Airborne  Division 
be  conducted. 

(2)  Post  Exchange  Supplies 

(a)  Observation.  For  the  first  month  of  the  Division's  tenure 
in  1  CTZ,  PX  supplies  were  non-existent.  This  situation  was  aggravated  by 
the  hon-avallabillty  of  sundry  packs. 

(b)  Evaluation.  FX  supplies  of  essential  items  (toilet  artlcales, 
etc)  do  not  create  a  bulk  storage  or  transportation  problem  of  any  significant 
magnitude,  and  are  the  bare  mlnlmums  that  a  unit  must  have  to  maintain  an 
acceptable  degree  of  hygiene  and  morale. 

(c)  Recoomendatlon.  That  upon  deployment  of  a  unit  to  an  area  of 
known  austerity,  some  provision  be  made  to  provide  day  to  day  expendables. 
l!hl8  could  be  accomplished  through  one  of  the  mobile  FX  facilities  that  are 
known  to  be  already  operational. 

(3)  TOE  Insufficiency 

(a)  Observation.  TOE  of  the  AG  Section  is  Insufficient  to 
perform  Its  functions  during  coubat  In  RVM. 

(b)  Evaluation.  It  has  been  found  that  TOE  12-1S7G  does 
not  authorize  a  casualty  unit  nor  an  awards  and  decorations  unit,  both 
essential  for  combat  operations.  Additionally,  authorized  personnel 

are  Insufficient  In  the  Postal  Division,  (two  officers  and  twenty-four  EM). 

(c)  Recomnendatlon.  A  complete  review  of  TOE  12-157G  is 
required  with  a  view  towrrd  establishment  of  a  casualty  reporting  unit. 
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an  awards  unit  and  increased  apexes  for  the  Division  Postal  Section.  The 
following  spaces  are  reconnended: 

2  Awards  unit:  Two  officers  and  30  EM. 

2  Casualty  reporting  unit:  One  officer  and  10  EM. 

2  Postal  Division:  Three  officers  and  50  EM. 

d.  SIGNAL 

(1)  Radio  Relay  Terminal  AN/MRC- 68 

(a)  Observation.  The  four  channel  system,  radio  relay 
terminal  set  AN/MRC-68  does  not  possess  the  capacity  to  provide  the  required 
multi-channel  service  within  the  division  for  passing  voice  (Sole  User  & 
Comnon  User),  and  teletypewriter  service  to  the  Brigade  CP's  and  provide 
adequate  connunications  from  the  'Division  Main  CP.  Although  the  AN/MRC-68 
possesses  the  capability  of  employing  two  AN/TCC-3  terminals,  to  actually  do 
so  negates  the  required  facility  for  "back  up"  conminication  in  the  event 
one- system  is  rendered  inoperative.  Although  employing  two  AN/lCC-3  pro¬ 
vides  eight  circuits,  this  still  does  not  meet  the  minimum  division 

to  brigade  coonunications  requirements. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  twelve  channel  system  AN/51RC-69,  or 
equivalent,  possesses  the  facilities  to  provide  multi-channel  service 
between  the  division  elements  for  the  G2,  03,  03  Air,  LNO,  FSCC,  RRU,  5SD, 
Weather,  G4,  and  <-runking  switching  facilities. 

(c)  Recomoendation.  That  the  signal  brigade  provide  internal 
signal  comnunlcatlons  in  support  of  divisional  requirements  utilizing  radio 
relay  terminal  set  AN/MRC-69  providing  12-channel  service  in  use,  and  12- 
channel  capability  for  "back-up"  or  alternate  routing. 

(2)  Switchboard  AN/MTC-l  and  SB-86/P 

(e)  Observation.  Manual  switchboard  SB-86/P,  60  local  tele¬ 
phone  capacity  switchboard,  whether  configured  as  AM/MTC-7,  AM/KTC-IO  or 
SB-86/P  does  not  provide  alequate  or  satisfactory  telephone  switching 
service  to  divisional  size  headquarters.  At  Camp  Eagle,  in  I  Corps  Tactical 
Zone,  telephone  and  switching  requireoients  exceeded  a  total  of  sixty  (60) 
trunking  circuits  between  Division  Main  CF,  higher  headquarters,  and  major 
subordinate  headquarters.  In  addition  to  this  (114)  local  telephones  were 
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inatelled  off  the  Camp  Eagle  switchboard  with  (36)  extension  telephoitee 
utiliilng  the  AN/KTC-l,  An  average  of  60CC  telephone  call*  are  completed 
dally  for  the  ewltohboard  enbecrlbers. 

(o)  Evaluation.  Switchboard  AlT/MTC-1,  200  local  telephone 
capacity  switchboard  with  three  (3)  switchboard  operator  poeitions,  auto¬ 
matic  ringbown  signaling  and  dial  telephone  facilities  is  required  to  supper  t 
the  swlt^board  eomnninloatlona  requirements  at  Division  Main  CP.  The  ANAfIC-1 
presently  is  on  180  day  loan  to  the  Division  Signal  Battalion  which  will 
expire  In  June  1968.  The  emplayment  of  this  switchboard  has  froven  invaluable 
in  supporting  the  Division. 

(d).  Reoaonendatlon.  That  either  the  ewltchboard  AN/l'fTC-1 
be  Made  available  on  extended  loan  to  euppert  dlvlBlonal  slee  units  in  RVN, 
or  that  t!ie  let  Signal  Brigade  pro^nde  ewltohboard  AlJ/l-ffOl  to  iseet  the 
Division- Siin  CP  gwltohing  requirement. 

(3)  Radio  Set  AN/®C-]63 

(a)  Observation.  In  supporting  the  brigsde  within  the  Division 
area  of  operation  telephone  service  from  the  verious  fire  support  bases;  one 
of  the  major  proU.eria  was  in  non-availability  of  CH-A7'3  in  conjunction  with 
the  mission  pidority  as  established.  Baaed  on  the  priorities  established, 
delay  has  frequently  bsen  experienced  ir  getting  telephone  service  into  the 
FSB.  By  employing  the  radio  set  AN/CRC-I63,  a  four  (4)  chaniiCl  telephone  and 
two  (2)  chaiuiel  teletypewriter  service  is  provided^  which  is  very  compact  and 
light  welj^t  when  detached  from  it *8  prime  mover,  '<  ton  truck.  It  consists 
of  RT-524a  R-442,  Jtiltiplexer  TD-S56  (P)/TCC,  and  a  1.5  generator.  It 

is  considered  an  internal  load  for  a  helicopter  UH-ID.  The  transportability 
plus  the  rapid  InstsUation  time  of  approximately  30  minutes  is  in  itself 
a  valuable  factor  of  installation  of  a  multi-channel  system, 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  AN/aiC-l63  consisting  of  the  components 
mentioned  above  plus  the  log  periodic  antenna  once  positioned,  dug  in, 
utilises  en  area  of  ground  apace  less  titan  4'x4’.  Preeently  tnc  AN/G1C-I63 
is  undergoing  operational  test  to  measure  ite  reliability  Irt  RVN. 

{c)Recoo«nBndation.  That  rwiio  set  AN/CRC-I63  be  adopted  for 
eniploynent  at  divisional  control  level  to  faci.l't?te  the  rapid  deplojTiient 
of  the  conmuni cations  sytte  i  tithin  the  division. 

(4)  O'able  Syster.i: 
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(a)  Obaervation.  Coraraunic  tion  paths  provided  over  50  pair 
oable  between  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam  area  connrunicationa  network^  through 
Ola  Le  to  Camp  Sarle  area.  There  were  some  ramif icationn .  Firet,  the  inulti- 
paire  of  the  cable  were  not  tested  between  Phu  Bai  and  Gia  Le  In  order  to 
determine  the  exact  quality  of  the  cable.  Second,  the  cable  %rae  extended  froa 
Cda  I«  to  Camp  Eagle  and  was  buried  at  a  depth  of  3  feet.  Distortion  and 
sporadic  tone  was  observed  on  various  pairs  of  the  cable  and  testing  was 
conducted  to  isoleto  the  source  of  the  distortion.  Contributing  to  this 
problem  was  the  frequent  over-riding  distortion  between  Phu  Bai  and  Eagle 
switchbnarda.  The  resistance  on  the  cable  at  various  points  measured  over 

950  OHIia  vrhen  the  test  was  conducted,  also  resistance  at  tha  Cas^)  Ea'le 
switch  boa  d  read  as  hl.^  as  2,150  OHiis  before  the  problem  was  solved  throu^ 
"com-groundinr"  of  the  switchboard  and  patch  panel.  Additionally,  the  cable 
was  cut  by  bulldozers  building  revetments. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  quality  of  circuitry  over  cable  provldea 
adequate  service,  provided  the  cable  system  is  properly  tested  upon  install¬ 
ation  and  resistance  is  determined  as  opposed  to  the  requested  services 
required.  If  the  cable  had  been  buried  a  depth  of  6-7  feet  initially, 
properly  posted  along  the  cable  route  with  signs  reading  "buried  oable”  the 
service  would  not  have  been  interrupted . 

(c)  i.Bcommendation.  That  cable  systems  installed  be  properly 
tested  upon  the  cos^letion  of  installation  and  the  network  be  turned  over 
for  acceptance  to  the  requesting  signal  unit  for  systaras  engineering,  and  a 
cable  platoon  be  "on  call"  to  facilitate  the  rapid  restoration  of  the  system 
If  an  outa.7e  occurs.  Also  there  Is  a  definate  requirement  for  a  VHP  system, 
pre— phased  for  the  iranediate  "awitclw)ver"  of  the  circuits  from  cable  to  VHP 
until  the  oable  can  be  restored. 

(5)  Cable  CG  10U2/U  (T-Splioe) 

(a)  Obeervatlon.  Upon  effecting  the  4  channel  system,  AN/ 
K'.C-68,  normally  60  minutee  in  time  is  consumed  in  erecting  the  ground  plane 
antenna's  for  engineering  purpoees,  consisting  of  one  for  the  transmitter 

and  one  for  the  receiver.  Systems  engir.eerlng  is  a  necessity  and  la  normally 
executed  utilizing  the  spare  radio  set  A1{/(FC-10.  The  ”T-Splioe"  is  not  a 
componant  of  tha  AN/>flC-68  but  it  is  provided  with  radio  aet  AN/'IRC-24. 

(b)  E valuation .  Ihe  signal  battalion  in  order  to  ephanoe 
effecting  VHP  systems ,  fabrio^^ted  "T-SpUced"  cables  for  use  with  the  AH/ 
lIfC-68  which  provides  internal  connections  to  the  transmitter  and  receiver  and 
therefore  requires  ths  erection  of  onlj'  one  Tound  plane  antenna  thereby 
reducing  antenna  erection  tiise  by  fifty  percent, 

CONFIDENTIAL 


53 


CONfIDENTIAl 


knajx  1 4  lur  1968 

SDBJECTt  Qparatlonfcl  Report  ot  the  lOlat  Airborne  Division  for  the  period 
ending  30  April  1968,  liCS,  CSFCK-^5  (RI) 

(o)  Reoomoendatlon.  That  the  cable  CG  102A/Uj  T-«plioe", 
ba  Isaucd  as  a  oonponent  of  radio  relay  terminal  Ai;/lRC-i68. 

(6)  /v5  Generator 

(a)  Observation.  The  Ttai  of  the  Airborne  Signal  Battalion 
does  not  include  a  ssntral  power  source  for  the  coniaunicatlone  equipment. 
Available  power  consist  of  FU-322  ana  3  WV  generators  to  individually  power 
the  AJ’/FRC-6;  ,  AH/MCC-17,  and  AN/a:C-Kv2. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Under  continuous  operation  of  the  p"-’322 
generator  and  3  generator  a  high  deadline  rate  has  resulted,  due  to  the 
non-availability  of  required  repair  parts.  Prior  to  deployment  to  HVN  two 
(2)  A5  KW  generators  were  procured  for  tue  as  a  central  power  source.  This 
has  provld^  uninterrupted  povrar  for  all  the  oooDunieatlons  equipment  at 
Dlvieloo  Main  and  Divieicn  Forward  CP. 

(e)  Reooomendatlon.  That  45  KW  generators  be  i>iade  availAbla' 
to  signal  battalions  In  supptrt  of  divisional  size  oomnunloatlons  complex 
as  a  control  power  source. 

(7)  Power  for  kadio  Set  AN/aiC-142 

(a)  Observation.  The  3  KW,  DC  gener-tor  designed  to  iroride 
power  for  th«  radio  set  AN/C5tC-46 ,  ia  bol  tig  used  as  the  primary  power  eouroe 
for  the  AN/GP.C-142. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  3  KW  (DC)  generator  is  inadequate  to 
provide  power  fbr  the  AN/CR^“^2  mder  continuous  operation.  The  AN/®C-142 
is  provided  with  an  air  conditioner  to  cool  the  signal  equipment  during  oper¬ 
ation,  Since  a  DC  generator  is  providing  power,  the  air  conditioner  does  r.ot 
have  a  povrer  source. 

(c)  Recoarrendation:  That  generator  set  PU-332A,  10  KW  (AC) 
be  provided  as  pri.ary  power  source  for  radio  set  AN/®C-142. 

(8)  Terndnal  Telegraph  AN/MSC-29  VS  AN/MCC-17 

(a)  Obeervation.  The  AN/KCC-17  central  office  teletypewriter 
has  the  capacity  to  terminate  either  one  full-duplex  or  two  half -duplex 
circuits  with  security  equipoent.  The  division  has  been  supported  with  an 
AM/16C-29  from  the  area  si.gnal  battalion  in  oirder  to  terminate  circuit 
requirements. 


(b)  Evaluation.  The  AM/HCO-17  is  inadequate  to  terminate  the 
secure  circuits  (received  mdglbl^r.  DifJ  f  Secure  xiltcdlCs‘.tETfaln^t"ed 


CONFIDENTIAL 


S7 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDC^OC  ^  ^ 

SOBJBCTi  Operatloiiftl  Report  of  the  lOlet  Airborne  Dlvislo  '  fc.-  the  period 
endinr-  30  Afril  1968,  RCS,  .CSFCR-65  (RI) 

in  the  Divielon  Comntmlo’itiona  Center  conelat  of,  one  rull*<luplex  from 
Provisional  Corps  Vietnam,  one  half-duplex  from  division  Rear  CP,  one  half- 
duplex  from  Corps  Tactical  Operations  Center  (TOC),  one  half  duplex  from 
Corps  Weather  Station,  and  on''  lialf duplex  circuit  to  each  of  the  three 
drifade's  CPs,  The  breakdown  of  the  telet:T€'<riter  TT-44/TC  due  to  maint¬ 
enance  problems  results  in  a  si-orta'-e  of  e<]uipraent  vital  to  the  operat  ion 
of  the  coonunlcation  center. 

(c)  heconi'.endotion.  Tliat  the  telerraph  terminal  AH/i'25i.;-29 
with  the  capacity  to  terminate  8  ful- -duplex  or  12  half-duplex  non-secure 
circuits,  or  2  full-duplex  and  A  half-duplex,  secure  circuits  be  provided 
to  divleionel  size  Airborne  Sl<pial  Battalione. 

(9)  Radio  Set  AN/PRT-A  &  AH/P :Ji-9 

(a)  Obeervation.  Crystals  for  "combat  loss”  squad  radio  set 
AN/FRT-A  and  AN/PRR-9  are  not  bein^  shipped  with  replacement  radios  and  are 
not  available  through  normal  supply  action. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Without  proper  operating  cryatals  the  redioa 
cannot  net  with  other  unit  radios. 

(e)  Kecoronendatloi'.  Spare  crystals  for  squad  radios  should 
be  made  available  for  "cor,h>.t  losb"  replacements.  Crystals  should  be  sent 
with  the  radios  when  request  for  replacement  radios  are  received  at  the  depot, 

(10)  Keying  Device  hCYK-28 

(a)  Obeervation.  Insufficient  KlK-28  keying  devices,  were 
issued  with  initial  issue  of  T/3EC  KT-28  speech  security  devices  to 
meet  the  division  requirement. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  basis  of  initial  issue  (one  KrK-28  per 
four  KT-2S)  is  edequatc  when  imits  are  operating  in  one  locale,  bowsTcr, 
when  divisional  units  are  dispersed  and  operate  in  various  areas  as  the 
division  does,  then  additional  keying  devices  are  required. 

(c)  Recomiiiendetion.  Keying  devicee  for  T/SEC  Kr-28  aol 
KT-38  should  be  supplied  on  an  "as  required"  basis  to  unite  where  deployaent 
of  eq'iipment  Is  in  a  widely  separated  area. 

(11)  FiM  Frequencies 


SS 
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(a)  Observation:  FH  Frequency  problems  are  much  greater  in  1 
CT2  than  HI  CT2. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Apparently  much  fewer  Creqaacles  are  avail¬ 
able  for  assignment  in  I  CTZ  than  were  available  In  II  CTZ  and  III  CTZ  areas. 
However,  terrain  "compartment"  In  I  CTZ  should  provide  good  frequency  separation 
if  freqencles  are  divided  and  assigned  by  "geographical  areas."  This  seems  an 
ideal  solution  on  paper,  but  in  practice,  units  are  not  bound  to  certain  fixed 
areas  and  interference  results.  Certain  frequencies  are  assigned  as  "shared" 
frequencies,  but  due  to  the  wattage  output  of  various  radios  sharing  the  fre¬ 
quencies,  the  results  are  unsatisfactory,  for  the  strongest  signal  generated 
will  dominate  the  "shared"  frequency. 

(c)  Recommendation.  Assign  available  frequencies  on  the  basis  of 
flina  geographical  areas,  except  that  some  frequencies  should  be  used  only 

by  one  unit  within  the  Corps  area.  All  "shared"  frequencies  should  be 
limited  to  low  power  or  AN/PRC-25  used  so  chat  sharing  is  possible. 


(12)  Turn  in  of  KL-7's  and  HL-l's: 

(a)  Observation.  Due  to  the  preponderance  of  other  secure  means 
of  transmission,  there  is  great  reluctance,  world-wide,  to  utilize  "off-line" 
encryption.  The  system  is  relatively  complex,  laborious,  and  time  consuming. 

This  in  turn  has  adversely  effected  the  availability  of  accomplished  operators, 
consequently  few  72B's  can  be  considered  skilled  "off-line"  cryptographers. 

(b)  Evaluation.  It  is  considered  a  poor  security  practice 
(particularly  below  Division  level)  to  stock  crypto  devices  and  associated 
material  which  are  never  used.  In  addition,  the  secure  voice  and  teletype 
capability  coupled  with  the  availability  of  KAC  Codes,  one-time  pads,  air-courier, 
ARFCOS  facilities,  etc,  negate  the  need  for  any  internal  "off  line"  back-up 
within  the  Division.  A  staff  study  reconmended  the  retention  of  2  each 

KL-7's,  HL-l's  and  a  Theater  System  at  Divisional  level  only,  in  the  event 
"off-line"  traffic  is  Introduced  into  the  Division  Communication  complex 
from  an  outside  source.  Correspondence  was  initiated  and  USARV  subsequently 
authorized  the  tum-ln  of  11  each  Cipher  Machines  KL-7's,  6  each  Tape  Readers 
HL-l's,  and  associated  equipment. 

(c)  Recommendation.  Prior  to  deployment,  amend  TOE  or  obtain 
authorization  to  turn  in  all  but  2  KL-7's  and  associated  equipment.  If,  after 
arrival,  requirement  exists  for  additional  "off-line"  equipment,  machines  can 
be  obtained  from  the  COMSEC  Logistic  Support  Unit,  Vietnam 
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(13)  Preparation  and  Dlatributlon  of  Key'-llat  Extract!  and  KAC  Codas. 

(a)  Observation.  AG  classified  facilities  for  reproducing 
Keyllst  Extracts  are  scmcwhat  limited  and  severely  taxed  Initially.  Units 
must  arrive  In  country  with  adequate  keying  material,  KAC  Codes,  etc  and  be 
prepared  to  establish  Immediate  secure  coemunlcations.  Resupply  is  difficult 
due  to  wide  dispersion  of  Division  Units  and  limited  transportation  facilities. 

(b)  Evaluation.  The  Division  Crypto  Office  effected  a  90  day 
issue  of  KAC  Codes  and  K'eylist  Extracts  to  all  subordinate  accounts  prior  to 
departure  from  CONUS.  This  eliminated  the  need  for  any  imsediate  publication, 
reproduction  and  distribution  of  keying  material  during  the  hectic  period 
covering  preparation  for  deployment,  deployment  and  establishment  of  base  camp. 

(c)  Recommendation.  That  all  subordinate  crypto  accounts  deploy 
with  a  60-90  day  supply  of  KAC  Codes  and  keying  material.  In  this  request, 
research  the  possibility  of  obtaining  pre-prlnted  Keyllst  Extracts  from  CRIOLEX 
(COMSEC  Regional  Issuing  Office  List  Extracts)  prior  to  departure.  It  will  com¬ 
pletely  eliminate  the  tedious  task  of  reproducing  extracts  from  a  Master  Keyllst. 

(14)  Secure  Voice  Equipment  Augmentation 

(a)  Observation.  KY-8  assets  in  country  are  extremely  limited. 
Additional  Secure  Voice  Equipment  can  be  requested  from  CLSU-V  only  after 
establishment  of  TOE,  MTOE,  or  special  authorization.  Even  after  proper 
documentation  and  authorization  is  established,  prompt  delivery  cannot  be  guaran¬ 
teed  due  to  the  critical  shortage  of  this  device. 

(b)  Evaluation.  It  is  imperative  that  a  unit  carefully  evaluate 
and  anticipate  their  secure  voice  requirements  prior  to  departure.  In  attempt¬ 
ing  to  determine  your  KY-8  requirements,  include  a  15%  maintenance  float,  and  a 
5%  operational  float  to  cover  additional  secure  voice  circuits  which  may  be 
levied  after  arrival  in  country.  101st  Airborne  Division  Initiated  correspon- 
dance  for  KY-8  augmentation  prior  to  deployment  and  obtained  DA  approval  for  2 
each  KY-8's  per  Infantry  Battalion  and  Support  Connand.  Equipment  was  mounted 
and  installed  prior  to  deployment.  Correspondence  for  additional  KY-8's  for 
Dlv  Arty  (down  to  and  including  Battery  level)  is  still  pending. 

(c)  Recomr.endatlon:  Initiate  correspondence  and  obtain  KY-8 
augmentation  prior  to  departure.  Insure  that  2  each  KY-d's  are  obtained  for 
Support  Command,  each  Infantry  Battalion,  and  Artillery  Battery  if  not  already 
reflected  by  TOE,  MTOE,  or  special  authorization.  Include  a  20%  increase  of 
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teitl  otttherlsfttlon  to  ooror  &  15jt  mdntonanoo  flooi  ud  a  St  oporAtlond.  flodt* 
It  ritoold  bt  BOtod  ttat  tho  IQT-O'i  Authorised  tor  CQ,  two  AOC's^  sad  Q3 
lehiolos  sro  rarely  if  aver  used.  This  aUonb  aooe  latitude  and  fleodbillty 
in  allocation  of  equipnant. 

(15)  Aeallabilitjr  of  Repair  Parte 

(a)  Obaercatlon.  Sseeral  eritioalXy  needed  oryptographio 

repair  parts  are  in  extreanly  ehort  su  pply  in  comtxy.  oquiparnt  is 

dewUliiiad  at  CLSIMf  for  laok  of  parts.  This,  at  tl'ses,  adversely  effects 
the  DlSSU's  ability  to  OX  bad  eciilpoent. 

(b)  Bvaluation.  IQlst  Airborne  Division  deployed  with  a  90  day 
supply  of  repair  parts*  whioh  proved  moro  than  adequate.  PLL  was  reoalled 
fron  all  eubardinate  aooounts  and  ataoksd  at  Dlvlsian  Is  eel.  NX^Mada*  eablss 
oontribote  to  at  least  5Qt  of  XT-d  dlffioultiea.  Capaeitor  01  and  poser 
euitoh  CO^  for  KT-fi  are  virtually  impoeaible  to  obtain.  S-BAT(K-l4K-2) 

V-7*  eablea  and  dunqy  pluga  for  KW-7  ere  alao  difficult  to  obtain  in  country. 

(e)  Raooassndations:  Deploy  with  at  least  a  60  day  supply  of 
COtSEC  repair  parts  to  include: 

1  B-BAT  (K-l,  K-2)  25  sparea  for  each  50  Kri-Q, 

g  W-a,  #f-6*  y-7  cables*  25  spares  for  each  50  Ky/-7*s. 

^  Duns^  plugs,  25  spares  for  each  50  Of«7's. 

4  "I-Msde"  cable,  25  spares  for  each  50  KY-8'e, 

^  Power  cable,  10  oparee  for  each  50  KT-d's. 

^  Capaeltv  C-1,  25  spares  for  each  50  KT-d's. 

2  Power  switv,h  CB-1,  15  epares  for  each  60  KT-d's. 

(16)  iMtablisiHeiit  of  Crypto  aialnteiiance  and  Aocounting  Facllitlee 
and  Augnentation  of  Maintenance  Personnel. 

(a)  Observation.  Alrbonie  TCE  eakee  little  or  no  allowaose 
for  additional  equlpasnt  for  establlshnent  of  crypto  facility  under  tactical 
conditions.  No  augnentstlon  of  nalntenance  personnel  despite  the  tremendous 
projeoted  ineresse  in  certain  Itsoe  of  C0.£bC  EquiFSMnt, 
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(b)  tvaluation.  Attoopta  to  anand  TOB  to  rafloct  adoquata 
aquipnant  wara  unaucxaaaful  In  CONUS.  Dlvlalon  auat  poaaaaa  capability  to 
oparata  maintananca  lacllltlaa  at  both  Dlvlalon  Forward,  and  Dlvlalon  Raar. 
Additional  telatyppi  taat  aqulpnant,  ate  la  raqulrad.  Savaral  hundrad  ICY-3B'a 
arc  projactad  for  tha  Division  In  tha  naae  future  with  no  anticipated  Increaaa 
In  maintenance  personnel. 

(c)  Recoomendatlon.  Analyze  carefully  your  TOE,  HIOE  and 
special  authorisation  of  crypto  assess.  Initiate  correspondence  and  atteopt 
to  obtalM  prior  to  departure,  authorization  for  sufficient  personnel 

and  equipment  to  sustain  both  a  Division  Rear  and  Forward  accounting  and  main¬ 
tenance  facility.  This  should  include: 

2.  Sufficient  teletype  equipment  to  establish  bench 
position  for  KW-7'8  at  both  locations. 

2  Sufficient  power  supplies  to  establish  bench  position 
for  KY-8's  at  both  locations. 

2  2  each  relay  test  sets  and  additional  test  equipment 

as  required. 

4  Adequate  tentage  and/or  shelters,  field  desks,  tables, 
lighting  kits,  etc  to  operate  tactically  In  both  locations. 

5  A  minimum  of  2  each  4-drawer  decure  containers  (note: 
this  unit  very  successfully,  employs  conexes  at  both  Rear  and  Forward  areas 
for  storage  and  maintenance  facilities.) 

6  Adequate  accounting  and  maintenance  personnel  to  handle 
vast  Increase  In  COHSEC  equipment. 

(17)  Administrative: 

(a)  Observation.  The  need  to  establish  a  new  account  In 
country  and  transport  existing  account  safely  to  overseas  location  requires 
considerable  coordination. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Signal  Battalion  liaison  officer  established 
contact  with  Field  Army  Issuing  Of f Ice-Vletnam  (FAIO-V)  Imsedlately  upon  arrival 
In-country.  New  account  number  and  other  vital  Information  were  iniDediately 
forwards  o  the  Division  Crypto  Office  in  CONUS.  New  orders  and  signature  cards 

reflect.  ^  the  new  account  number  were  prepared  along  with  a  letter  of  intro¬ 
duction  from  the  Battalion  Conmander  to  FAIO-V.  These  Items  were  hand-carried  to 
FAIO-V  by  the  Division  Alternate  Crypto  Officer  who  accompanied  the  Advance 
Party.  Effective  use  of  the  Alternate  Custodian  was  Instnimental  in  establishing 
the  new  account  and  accomplishing  much  of  the  liaison  work  relative  to  supply 
operations  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  main  body. 
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(c)  Racoonandatlon. 

1  Raconnand  maximum  use  ba  mada  of  tha  Alternate  Custodian. 
His  selection  as  part  of  tha  advance  party  will  help  facilitate  establishment 
of  the  new  account  and  permit  imnedlpte  transaction  of  business  by  Che  Cus¬ 
todian  upon  his  arrival  in  country.  More  specifically,  the  Alternate  Custodian 
can  effect  liaison  with  FAIO-V, ascertain  in  country  Keylist,  KAC  Codes,  etc, 
requirements,  prepare  DA  Form  2770  for  new  Crypto  Facility,  obtain  RRU 
approval,  and  establish  new  account. 

2^  Recqtnmend  the  Custodian  accompany  Che  account  to  the 
overseas  location. 

e.  ENGINEER 

(1)  Observation.  An  additional  line  company  is  required  to  provide 
a  general  support  capability. 

(a)  Evaluation.  This  observation  has  been  made  by  every  engineer 
battalion,  organised  without  a  general  support  capability  in  every  after  action 
report  submitted  in  Vietnam.  .  .e  three  line  companies  are  barely  capable  of 
providing  the  required  combat  support  for  the  three  Infantry  Brigades.  This 
leaves  the  division  base  with  no  organic  engineer  support  capability.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  base  Includes  such  units  as  Division  Headquarters, 
Aviation  Battalion,  Supppirt  Comnand  and  the  Cavalry  Squadron  -  all  requiring 
a  tremendous  amount  of  engineer  support.  Non-dlvlsional  engineer  elements  have 
been  reluctant  to  accept  the  types  of  missions  most  often  required  by 
these  units. 

<b)  Recoomendatlon.  That  an  additional  line  company  be 
authorised  within  battalion. 

(2)  Observation.  En^>loymenc  of  the  M450  bulldoter. 

(a)  Evaluation.  The  M450  doser  is  a  small,  light  dozer  that  can 
be  lifted  in  one  piece  by  a  CH-54  or  sectionalized  by  a  CH-47.  The  one  piece 
insertion  into  a  heavily  wooded  LZ  provides  a  rapid  means  of  clearing  the  trees 
that  have  been  cut  or  blown  down.  This  is  often  Che  only  practical  means  to 
expand  an  LZ  in  heavily  wooded  areas,  so  that  heavier  equipment  can  later  be 
inserted. 


(b)  Recommendation.  That  early  use  of  the  M450  be  considered 
for  construction  of  new  LZ's  in  heavily  wooded  terrain. 
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(3)  Sub-soil  conditions  in  the  piedmont  in  the  northern  I  CTZ  are 
excellent  for  construction  of  roads  and  helipads. 

(a)  Evaluation.  The  piedmont  In  northern  I  CTZ  is  sparsely 
foliated  and  consists  of  a  gravel  and  laterige  subsoil.  Roads  and  helipads 
can  be  readily  constructed  by  stripping  and  shaping.  Little  if  any  compactlve 
effort  is  required,  drainage  is  generally  excellent,  and  dust  suppression  is 
relatively  simple.  For  roads, an  application  of  50/50  mix  of  peneprlme  and 
diwsel  fuel,  allowed  to  cure  for  24  hours,  followed  by  100%  application  of 
peneprime  gives  good  results.  Helipads  '■an  be  satisfactorily  constructed  by 

a  single  100%  application  of  peneprlme. 

(b)  Reconmendation :  Observation  be  noted. 

(4)  Observation.  The  VC  have  recently  employed  several  new  types  of 
mines  aiid  booby  traps. 

(a)  Evaluation.  The  VC  have  receictly  en^loyed  several  new  mine 
devices  which  tend  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  detection  with  metallic  mine 
detectors.  The  basic  method  is  to  emplace  large  non-metallic  charges 

in  the  roadway  initiated  by  small  pressure  type  firing  devices.  Often 
the  explosive,  less  the  metallic  firing  device  will  be  inserted  in  the  road 
for  a  considerable  period  to  allow  the  traffic  to  compact  the  disturbed 
surface  and  to  mislead  the  daily  mine  clearing  teams.  Later,  a  small  hole  is 
made  in  the  surface  and  a  small,  difficult  to  detect,  detonator  is  inserted. 
Other  methods  to  avoid  detection  include  deep  burial  of  all  metallic  working 
parts  of  the  mine.  See  figures  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12  below. 

(b)  Recommendation.  Observation  be  noted. 

(5)  Observation.  Cutting  LZ's  in  the  dense  foliage  requires  special 
techniques. 


(a)  Evaluation.  In  the  Hue  area,  the  dense  foliage  requires  a 
larger  amount  of  explosives  than  on  previous  operations.  To  alleviate  this 
problem  each  infantryman  entering  Che  forward  area  carries  in  with  him  2-4 
pounds  of  C4.  This  is  consolidated  at  the  battalion  forward  CP  and  issued 
to  the  engineer  demolitions  teams  as  required.  The  larger  trees  encountered 
have  required  Che  use  of  shaped  charges  so  that  an  internal  charge  may  be  used 
tv  cut  Che  tree.  This  has  resulted  in  a  savings  in  explosives. 

(b)  Recommendation.  In  dense  foliated  terrain  engineer 
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demolitions  supply  should  be  sugmented  by  requiring  each  Infentrymen  to  bring 
in  2-4  pounds  of  04,  to  be  centrelly  locsted  for  future  use.  Intemel 
chsrges  should  be  considered  for  lerger  trees  to  seve  on  demolitions. 

(6)  Observation.  Joint  civic  action  projects  offer  many  edvanteges. 

(a)  Evaluation.  A  Joint  US/ARVN  Civic  Action  project  was  undertaken 
to  restore  the  An  Cu  market  place  at  Hue.  This  involved  US  and  ARVN  engineer 
troops  and  local  citisens  working  Jointly  to  construct  the  facility.  Advan¬ 
tages  of  this  system  are  (1)  that  a  better  understanding  of  ARVH  is  achieved  bv 
US  troops  that  would  otherwise  have  little  opportunity  for  this  contact,  (2) 

the  US  Input  acts  as  a  catalyst  for  greater  and  faster  ABVN  participation,  (3) 
the  psychological  and  propaganda  value  of  the  completed  project  is  greater,  (4) 

US  engineer  resources  are  always  critical  and  the  ARVN  assistance  increases  their 
capability  to  complete  meaningful  projects. 

(b)  Recommendation.  Continuation  of  such  projects. 

(7)  Observation.  Well-planned  MEDCAPS  are  essential  for  maximum 
effectiveness. 

(a)  Evaluation.  This  unit  conducted  several  MEDCAPS  in  the  city 
of  Hue.  These  were  the  first  since  the  TET  Offensive  and  attracted  large 
numbers  of  people.  As  it  became  apparent  that  all  the  people  might  not  recieve 
treatment,  they  became  anxious  and  tended  to  swamp  the  medical  personnel, 

thus  reducing  the  overall  efficiency  of  the  MF.DCAP.  Also  it  is  an  American 
tendency  to  treat  children  first,  this  is  not  always  understood  by  the 
Vietnamese  who  have  a  greater  respect  for  the  aged.  Therefore,  the  following 
single  rules  should  be  applied  to  all  MEDCAES: 

^  Insure  adequate  personnel,  VM  civilian  police  if  necessary, 
are  available  to  maintain  order. 

2  Insure  adequate  time  and  medication  will  be  available  to 
treat  all  potential  patients. 

3^  Treat  all  patients  in  order  without  regard  to  age. 

(b)  Reconmendation.  The  rules  enumerated  in  the  Evaluation  be 
observed  on  all  MEDCAPS. 
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3.  SECTION  3,  HEADQUARTERS,  DEPARTHENT  OP  THE  ARMI  SURVEY  INFORMATION. 

e.  Confidential  nag  #42434  fron  AVHGC-DST,  Subject:  Tactical  Cover  and 
Deception,  DTC  271113Z  March  196B,  requested  data  from  preparing  agencies  on 
Cover  and  Deception  operations  conducted  during  the  period. 

b.  Throughout  the  reporting  period, the  101st  Airborne  Division  has  been 
actively  engaged  with  enesqr  forces  both  In  I  and  Ill  CTZ's.  There  has  been  no 
requirement  for  overt  deception  operations  at  Division  level  other  than  noimal 
security  and  counterintelligence  measures  taken  consistent  with  the  current 
operational  missions.  One  such  technique  utilised  by  Division  forces  has  been 
that  of  carrying  4-5  days  rations  at  the  beginning  of  an  operation.  The  tech¬ 
nique  reduces  the  necessity  for  dally  helicopter  resupply.  It  allows  the  maneuver 
elements  to  operate  more  freely  without  telegraphing  their  direction  and  rate  of 
progress  by  dally  logistical  sorties.  It  further  reduces  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
locating  dally,  night  defensive  positions,  when  resupply  Is  accomplished  late  In 
the  afternoon. 

c.  During  the  period  25  March  through  28  March,  the  101st  Abn  Dlv  did  par- 
tlclapte  In  a  Corps  level  deception  plan  lAW  Annex  H  to  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam 
OPORD  3-68,  dated  16  March  1968.  The  plan  was  designed  to  convince  the  enemy 
that  the  loaln  thrust  of  PCV  attack  would  be  In  the  Dong  Hoa  area  and  to  the  north, 
and  further  to  deceive  the  enemy  on  the  1st  ACD's  plan  to  attack  west  along  Hwy  9. 
to  relieve  the  Khe  Sanh  combat  base.  The  concept  of  operation  as  it  applied  to 
the  lOlst  Abn  Dlv  was  to  move  one  rifle  company  and  a  Signal  Detachment  to  vie 
Dong  Ha.  The  Signal  Detachment  was  to  transmit  radio  messages  simulating  an 
Arrival  Airfield  Control  Group  such  as  would  be  conducted  If  the  2d  Bde,  101st 
Abn  Dlv  were  moving  to  Dong  Ha.  The  rifle  company  was  to  conduct  operations  In 
the  villages  and  populated  areas,  so  as  to  obtain  maximum  exposure  of  the  Screaming 
Eagle  Patch  and  give  the  impression  that  a  touch  larger  force  was  in  the  area.  One 
airborne  rifle  company  and  15  personnel  (1  Off  and  14  EM  from  the  B. 501st  Signal 
Bn  moved  by  air  from  Hue/Phu  Bal  Airfield  to  Dong  Ha  on  25  March.  Two  AN/VRC-49 
radios  and  one  AN/ARC-121  radio  group  accoiopanled  the  signal  personnel.  Opertional 
control  of  the  Task  Force  passed  to  CG,  3d  Marine  Division  upon  arrival  at  Dong  Ha. 

d.  The  15  personnel  were  located  In  two  different  locations  approximately  10 
Km  apart.  This  was  done  so  that  all  the  radio  signals  would  not  emanate  from  the 
same  location.  The  signal  team  was  to  simulate  the  following  rad  o  nets: 

<1)  2d  Bde  Coasand  Net 

(2)  2d  Bde  Admin  Net 

(3)  2d  Bde  Intel  net 

(4)  1/501  Bn  Cmd  Net 
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(5) 

1/501  Bn  Log  net 

(6) 

2/501  Bn  Cmd  Net 

(7) 

2/501  Log  Net 

(8) 

1/502  Bn  Cmd  Net 

(9) 

1/502  Log  net 

Arty  Cmd  Net 

(ID 

Arty  F-1  Net 

(12) 

Company  nets  for  A,  B,  and  C  Companies  of  each  Bn. 

e.  This  Headquarters  Is  unable  to  evaluate  the  overall  effectiveness 
deception  operation,  however,  some  observations  were  made  concerning  the 
functioning  of  the  operation.  These  observations  are  discussed  below. 

of  the 
internal 

(1) 

The  scenario  which  accompanied  the  signal  personnel  Included 

approx- 

Imacely  ?  messages  per  net  per  day.  Although  ad  lib  messages  were  used  to  keep 
the  nets  active,  It  was  recommended  that  the  scenario  be  expanded. 

(2)  Some  personnel  with  peculiar  speech  patterns  were  unable  to  disguise 
their  voices,  and  thereby  could  only  be  used  to  represent  the  same  call  sign  In  a 
net.  This  limited  personnel  flexibility  and  It  Is  recommended  that  radio  opera¬ 
tors  be  thoroughly  screened  to  facilitate  maximum  personnel  utilization. 

(3)  It  was  also  discovered  that  inexperienced  enlisted  personnel  had 
difficulty  playing  a  convincing  role  as  an  officer  or  senior  NCO.  It  Is 
recommended  that  senior  grade  personnel  conduct  such  an  operation  In  order  to 
add  credence  to  the  radio  messages. 

(4)  When  many  nets  are  being  simulated  from  one  location,  care  must 

be  taken  to  prevent  background  noises  from  other  nets  telegraphing  the  attempt 
to  deceive. 

(5)  At  the  termination  of  the  signal  portion  of  the  exercise,  the 

3/5  Marines  were  to  actually  assume  the  role  of  the  units  previously  simulated. 
The  transition  passed  smoothly  except  it  was  noted  that  only  one  call  sign  from 
the  acenarlc  correspciniied  with  those  of  the  new  unit.  Care  should  be  taken  in 
future  operations  of  this  nature  to  ensure  that  the  simulated  unit  does  not 
disappear  abruptly  as  was  the  case  cited  above. 
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Da,  HQ,  PCV,  APO  San  Pranoisoo  96308  JW  tlM> 

IDt  Cosnanding  General,  United  States  Ar^y,  Vietnssi 
APO  San  Francisoo  96375 

1.  (0)  Inclosed  OBU.,  101  at  Airborne  DiTision,  is  forwarded  in  accordance 
with  USARV  Reg  525>15. 

2*  (u)  CoaoMits  on  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Aetiritlas,  follow: 

A,  Iteaa  currently  in  short  si^ly,  page  33,  para  1d(4)(c). 

(1)  Ration  issues  are  now  s^pplonented  with  issues  of  locally  procured 
fresh  flruits  and  Tegetables  for  An^  troops  in  HICTZ.  )here  will  be  an  in- 
creased  arailability  of  perishable  ration  coaQMnents  as  soon  as  planned 
construction  of  refrigerated  storage  facilities  is  ooa^eted. 

(2)  The  current  ooaibat  serrlce  svpport  plan,  furnished  the  101  st  Abn 
Dir  by  USASGTOOM,  Da  Nang  (Pror),  provides  the  guidance  necessary  for  supply 
action  by  the  Division  Support  Coamand.  (Referance  msg,  AVCA'DNG-QO-O. 

DTG  200I»30Z  May  68,  subject:  Forward  Svpport  Area  -  Nornal  Sigiport,  (U) . 
infomation  oopy  to  CG,  lOlst  Abn  Dlv). 

(3)  Class  T  -  pyroteohnlos,  iUuninating,  are  in  short  e:g)ply  in  Vletnaa* 
Continuing  review  of  stockage  objectives  by  let  Logistical  Coaiiiand  assures 
■aodnua  Issues  subject  to  item  availability. 

b.  Ilw  Shortage  of  vaoeinss,  page  36,  part.  1d(5)(e)2>  This  matter 
was  reviewed  by  the  4th  Advance  Platdon,  32d  Medical  Depot  and  the  assistant 
medical  officer,  lOlet  Abn  Civ.  They  report  that  there  was  no  shortage  of 
vaccine  in  NIC^  during  this  period.  InfomatlMi  is  not  available  at  this 
headquarter!  ooncarning  the  status  in  IXX  CTZ* 

3.  (C)  Cotsaents  on  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned,  oommander*  s  observations 
and  reooansndatlons,  are  listed  below. 

a.  Item:  Rsplaeementa,  page  39,  para  2(4)1.  Concur. 

b.  Item:  Casualty  reporting,  page  39,  para  2(a)2.  Resolution  of 

this  problam  is  not  within  the  oapabilities  of  this  headquarters.  Reoaaaend 
that  USARV  review  the  division's  recommendations  for  feaeibili'^. 

0.  Item:  Levies,  page  39,  para  2a(3).  Concur.  Requixmnents  for  levies 
are  recognised}  however,  reocnmend  that  special  consideration  be  given  to 
reducing  their  levy  requirements  during  reorganisation  of  the  101  at  Abn.  Dlv. 

d.  Item:  Aircraft  mechanics,  page  40,  para  2a(4).  Concur.  Roporting 
mit  has  been  advised  to  submit  MTOE  with  Justification  in  detail  for  the 
additional  mechanics  required.  . 
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e*  Itoii  Alrereft  door  gumers,  page  40,  pare  2a(5)>  Concur.  Door 
gwners  are  authorlied  for  all  eeparate  helioopter  ooaq>aniea.  The  poeitione 
ataould  be  included  into  1DB  l->586  the  sDfcatLeeion  of  an  M1DB.  DiTiaion 
has  been  edrlsed  of  this  requirenant. 

f.  Itaei  Officer  peraonnel  for  AAE,  page  41,  para  2a(6).  DiTiaion  baa 
been  adTieed  to  sutnlt  MTOE  for  addition}  howerer,  MOS  for  theae  officera 
ahotild  be  2518. 


g.  Itaat  Anunltlon  handlera,  page  41,  para  2a{7).  Noneonour.  One 
aaaunltlon  storage  apeclaliet  is  adequate  to  si^errise  the  aaiount  of  aaaau- 
nition  maintained  bp  •  coaqpanj  jIm  unit.  Noxaul.  operating  procedures  in 
Armed  Helicopter  mite  is  for  aircraft  crews  to  perform  all  loading  and 
hiitiriUng  of  aircraft  ordnance.  Additional  amaunltion  handlers  are  not  oon- 
sidered  neceesair  or  warranted. 

h.  Itmat  Night  operations,  page  42,  para  2b(l).  Concur.  BU91NA3TH1 
and  STINGRAX  operations  in  PC7  recelYS  continual  asphasis.  A  tactical  aaml- 
nar  on  night  operations,  chaired  bj  the  PC7,  DCG,wlll  be  held  on  26  Jnljr  1968 
to  rsnrlew  all  aspects  of  night  operations. 


1. 

k. 

l. 


Item!  Sapper  tactics,  page  42,  para  2b(3}.  Concur. 

Itemt  Joint  US/aBVN  Poroes  operations,  page  43,  para  2b(4).  Concw. 
Item:  Operations  in  coastal  plains,  page  43,  para  2b(5)*  Concur. 
Item:  Cordon  operations,  page  43,  para  2b(6)*  Concur. 


m.  Item:  Ccemand  and  control,  page  44,  para  2b(7).  Concur.  Under 
present  conditions  coennanders  must  utilise  3ur7  rigged  radio  and  a-.itonna 
systems  or  use  the  helicopter  radio.  VBien  wing  the  helioopter  radio  the 
oomnander  has  little  fleo^lUty  to  ewltch  channels. 


n.  Itemt  Need  for  liaison  in  moving  to  new  areas,  page  44,  para  2c(l). 
Concur. 

o.  Item:  fhploysient  of  AH/TP S-25  radar  in  base  caap  defense,  page  45, 
para  2c(  '.)•  Concur.  A  request  has  been  sutmltted  to  USAR7  for  additional 
radar  sets. 


p.  Item:  Lack  of  organic  transportation  within  present  IDE,  page  45, 
para  2d(l).  Concur  that  additional  truck  assets  are  needed  to  sustedn  a 
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diTieion  in  grouid  combat.  The  first  alternative,  to  obtain  a  cxarentlj 
existing  transportation  unit  to  st^port  an  airborne  division,  would  be  the 
better  solution  since  maintenanos  sleoentB  would  be  already  establiahed. 

q.  Item:  WB  struettre  of  airborne  maintenance  battalion,  page  46, 
para  2d(2).  Concur.  However,  this  may  not  be  true  after  reorganisation  of 
the  division.  The  SOlst  Malnt  Bn,  101st  Abn  Div,  is  presently  making  a 
study  to  determine  the  adequacy  of  the  proposed  maintenance  ar>d  support 
configuration  for  the  divi^on  after  reorganisation  and  will  submit  recom¬ 
mendations  accordingly. 

r.  Item:  Allocation  of  hi^er- movement  priorities  for  repair  parts 
restqpply,  page  46,  para  2d<3).  Concur.  Additionally  It  is  recoamended 
that  concurrent  p5  rmlng  for,  and  commitment  of  logistical  units  with  combat 
units  be  accoapllshed  in  order  to  achieve  continuity  in  logistical  support. 

s.  Item:  Alternate  or  back-up  oommunlcation  links  between  forward  and 
rear  s:^port  coomand  logistical  elements,  page  46,  2d(4)«  Concur  in  princi¬ 
ple.  ^  a  situation  as  described,  the  dlviaion  should  rsesivs  additional 
sale  user  telephone  and  teletype  trunks  to  ite  rear  area.  Ihese  have  been 
provided  in  the  form  of  a  teletype  circtdt  and  a  voice  circuit  to  Bien  Hoa, 
and  a  voloe  oireult  to  USASV.  Nevertheless,  even  these  dedicated  clreults, 
lAiloh  tend  to  degrade  the  oomsun  user  «|rst«m  in  favor  of  one  division,  appear 
insufficient  to  aatieiy  requirements.  The  reel  solution  of  the  problm  is 

to  avoid  ssparstihn,  by  long  distsnees,  of  divisions  rear  and  forward  elsraents. 

t.  Itemt  Use  of  geo^^phle  versus  tactical  boundariSB  for  srss  support, 
Oass  I,  page  47,  para  2d(5)«  Concur.  Full  coordination  of  inter-service 
support  agreements  prior  to  large  scale  malt  deployments  are  esaential  to 
Minimise  problams  caused  by  area  support  boundary  considerations » 

u.  Item:  Lack  of  coordination  of  intar-servlos  support  agreements,  page 
47,  para  M(6).  Concur, 

V.  Item:  Prs-stockags  of  support  elaaents  prior  to  a  large  tailt  move, 
pegs  47,  para  2(1(7 )«  Concur.  Pre-etocked  suppliea  free  transportation  aeeeta 
vitally  needed  for  unit  moves. 

w.  Itemt  Pre-positioning  of  area  maintenanos  support  units,  page  48, 
para  2d(8).  Concur.  The  ooneugrrent  planning  for,  and  cfitmwit  of  logle- 
tioal  unite  with  combat  unite  should  be  effected.  This  will  provide  sore 
responsive  oombat  servlcs  support,  increased  combat  sffsetivmisss  and  a  bal¬ 
ance  uitUisation  of  transportation  needs. 
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AVn-OCT 

StBJBCTi  OparktloDjiL  Btiport  •  L«saoos  La«rn»d,  lOlat  Airbom*  Dlrlcioo, 
for  Parlod  Shding  30  April  i968,  BCS  CSPOIt-65  (Rl)  (U) 

x«  It«u  Plro  fluting  «q[aipi«ot,  page  48,  pttra  ad(lO).  Concur. 

7.  ItcBt  Lack  of  ulntonanea  tanta,  page  49,  prra  2d(ll).  Conetr. 

HQ,  I8t  Log  Gtad  Rag  700-49,  aubjaoti  Teoporary  Loans  of  Equipaant,  dated 
23  Oct  67,  enables  units  to  obtain  non-IDB  Itans  on  a  tcsqporary  loan  basis, 
pending  HIDE  action. 

s.  Item:  Armed  hellooptars,  page  49,  para  2d(l2).  No  action  oontesK- 
plated  by  this  headquarters  in  view  of  the  planned  reorganisation  wder 
the  alxnohile  oonfiguration. 

as.  Itemt  Tranqjortation  aircraft  malntananoe,  page  49,  para  2e(l). 

No  action  by  this  headquarters  in  ylew  of  planned  reorganisation  under 
airmobile  oonfiguration. 

ab.  Item:  Post  SKchange  auppliea,  page  50,  para  2e(2).  Concur  In 
reocaaMndatian.  A  policy  statement  should  be  dsTaloped  during  the  concur¬ 
rent  planning  phase  regarding  the  eouroe  of  health  and  hygiene  Iteata  to  be 
pre-stecked  and  shipped  concurrently  with  combat  essentdio.  items. 

ac.  Item:  7DE  insufficiency,  page  50,  para  2e(3).  Concur.  HowsTer, 
it  is  further  recoBaended  that  consideration  be  given  to  relocating  the  AG 
base  finctlons  closer  to  the  forward  elements  of  the  diviaion.  This  would 
reduoa  oonaunleation  tims  and  would  provide  for  centralisation  of  some 
fimetlona  and  reduce  pereotmel  requlxemmts. 

ad.  Itemt  Radio  relay  taminal,  page  51,  para  2f(l).  Concur  in 
principle. 

( 1 )  An  alrboitie  division,  ^en  operating  aa  an  Infantry  division  should 
be  afforded  twelve  channel  aystssu  between  division  main  CP  and  the  Bde  CP's. 

(2)  It  doss  not  follow,  however,  that  let  Si^ial  Brigade  should  provide 
this  stq>port.  The  let  Slg  Bde  has  ccmmitzimts  which  far  exceed  its  present 
resources.  These  ooomitBMnte  are  area  ooiBmunicatlona,  base  camp  sipport, 

DCS  ocmaunicatlona  and  Adviaor/OOROS  ocaisunlcation  B\q>port.  Further,  1st 
Slg  Bde  does  not  have  the  mission  fpr  the  interrial  srqiport  of  divlBlons,  nor 
doea  the  Amy  doctrine  call  for  It.  In  some  Instanoes,  the  let  Slg  Bde  has 
provided  the  divisione  with  Internal  8i:pport. 

(3)  The  solution  la  In  MTDE  action  by  the  division.  However,  since  the 
division  will  convert  to  an  aimoblle  configuration,  no  further  action  la 
required  at  this  time. 
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SUBJKT:  Oporatlonal  R«port  -  LesaoQs  Learned,  lOlet  Airbome  Division, 
for  Period  Siding  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFDft-65  (Rl)  (0) 

ae*  Itani  Swltobbocrd  AN^lC-^1  and^  3B-86^,  page  51*  para  2f(2)* 

Cenoiar.  Tba  101  at  Abo  Dir  haa  an  AM/pb-1  ai^tobboard  oo  extended  loan  froo 
U  PPV.  If  thie  were  not  the  eaae,  1st  Sig  Bde  eoQld  porovlde  an  area  switch¬ 
board  at  Div  HQ  as  it  does  at  niaserous  dlvlsioa  CP's  In  SVH* 

af«  Itoou  Radio  set  AN/BBC->i63*  page  52,  para  2f(3)>  Cooeur*  PCV 
had  four  AN/(3C->163  available  froo  USARV  for  testing.  These  sets  were 
loaned  to  ths  101st  Abn  Dir  for  uas  as 'described.  Tasting  of  the  AH/BRC-163 
proved  successful.  The  lOlst  Abn  Div  is  authorlsad  a  nunber  of  AN/GSC-163 
radios  and  has  these  on  requisition.  Deliveiy  is  prcaalsed  In  early  FT  1^9* 

ag.  Item  Cable  aystsm,  page  52,  para  2f(4).  Concur. 

(1)  Cable  was  Installed  hastily  and  could  not  be  engineered  by  the 
Conatnlcations  Systoi  Siglnaerlng  Hanagement  Agency  (CSBCA)  of  1st  Sig  Bde. 
Further,  the  Gla  Le  -  Canp  Eagle  cable  rtn  was  Installed  oo  a  te^jorary 
basis  a^  was  not  planned  as  a  penaanent  installation,  but  as  a  field  ln~ 
stalled  projeot. 

(2)  The  VHP  baek-tg>  eysten  was  installed  and  pre-pbased  after  the  first 
cable  break  waa  eaqierimoad. 

ah.  Item  Cable  CO-lO^U  (T<^lioe),  page  53,  para  2f(5).  Concur. 

ai.  Itaat  45  Klf  generator,  page  54,  para  2f(6).  Concur  with  following 
exception.  45  RH  generators  steuld  be  Bade  available  to  the  division  si^aal 
battalion  throu^^  local  arrangeaents  with  engineer  support  elanents.  This 
equipnent  is  too  heavy  to  be  plaoed  on  IDE  of  an  airbome  or  almobile  divi¬ 
sion. 

aj.  Item  Power  for  radio  set  AN/GBC-142,  page  54,  para  2f(7).  Concur. 

ak.  Itent  Teminal  telegraph  AM/kSC-29  vs  AH/lfCC-17,  page  54,  para  2f(8). 
Conour.  It  should  be  noted  however,  that  the  inti^uotion  of  tba  ANAsC-29 
decreases  aimoldlity  and  transport^ility  of  the  airbome  signal  battalion, 
lbs  18^(80-29  is  aomted  on  a  2  l/2  ton  truck;  the  AN/HQC-17  is  nomted  on 

a  3/4  ton  truck. 

al.  Iteni  Radio  set  AHART-^  and  ANABR~9,  page  55,  pera  2f(9).  Concur. 

■B*  Itent  Keying  device  KXK-28,  page  55,  para  2f(lO).  Conour.  It  should 
be  noted  that  these  items  are  in  short  supply  in  KVN. 
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subjects  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  101st  Alrbome  Division, 
for  Period  Aiding  30  April  1968,  RC3  CSFOR-65  (Hi)  (O) 

an.  Itsnt  FK  frequsnclse,  page  55,  para  2f(ll).  Nonconcur. 

(1)  There  are  presently  seas  540  FM  frequencies  available  for  use  in 

I  Ci^s  These  firequsncles  are  the  sates  as  were  issued  to  HI  CTZ.  However, 
the  PC7  area  is  setaller;  Uie  resultant  ooaqsresslon  causes  frequency  con¬ 
gestion  and  interference.  Frequencies  are  assl^ed  on  the  basis  of  geo- 
gr^ihical  separetlKi;  in  addition,  soae  frequencies  are  assi^ed  on  a 
sln^e  use  basis.  Fnqueno7  "bootlegging”  is  prevalent  and  ccrntrol  is 
difficult.  Also,  Vletnsoeae  JGS  will  not  issue  additlcnal  frequencies. 

(2)  This  headquarters  has  informed  the  lOist  Abn  Div  of  the  above  and 
will  stress  the  optioub  use  of  low  power  to  all  mits  in  PCV  area. 

ao.  Iten:  Turn  in  of  FL-7  and  HL-l,  page  56,  para  2f(l2).  Concur. 

This  equipment  is  ou:^»ded,  obeoleto,  and  isiable  to  meet  "real  time”  encryp¬ 
tion  and  decryption  requireatents  of  divisions  and  other  mite. 

ap.  Item:  Preparation  and  dletrihution  of  key-list  extracts  on  KAC 
codes,  page  57,  para  2f(l3).  Concur. 

aq.  Item:  Secure  voice  equipment,  page  57,  para  2f(l4).  Concur,  except 
that  there  is  a  world  wide  shortage  of  tide  equlfment.  NSA  is  trying  to 
overcome  this,  but  production  and  buigetary  conditions,  plus  programed  re- 
qulrmaents,  n^  it  Ispoaaiblc  to  keep  vjp  with  demand. 

ar.  Item:  Availability  of  repair  parts,  page  58,  para  2f(l5).  Recom¬ 
mend  oonslderation  of  this  PllPa^aph  by  KQ,  USARV. 

as.  Item:  Crypto  nmintenence  and  accouiting  facilities  and  augaentation 
of  maintenanoe  personnel,  page  58,  para  2f(l6).  Beooaioeod  further  study  by 
KQ,  USAR7. 

at.  Item:  Atfaini sbration  of  crypto  material  and  aoeowte,  page  59, 
para  2f(l7).  Reooamend  fbrther  stu^  by  K),  US/Jt7. 

au.  Item:  Additional  oempany  in  eogineea^  battalion,  page  60,  para  2g(l) 
Concur*  Division  has  been  notified  to  initiate  HS>E  action  if  desired.  No 
further  action  ty  this  baadquarters. 

«r.  Itmi.  Page  60  -  62,  para  2g(2)  -  (6).  Concur. 

FOR  TflE  CCHMANDERi 


/(  - 

IL  L..  NURSIN 

MAJ,  AGC 

71  Asst  AG 
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AVHGODST  (18  Mar  68)  2d  Ind  (C)  CPT  Arnold/nc/LBN  1485 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  the  lOlat  Airborne  Division  for  the 
period  ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (RI) 

HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARKY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  9637  5  2  1  JUL  1968 

TO;  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN;  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (u)  This  headquarters  has  revLevred  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Headquarters, 
101st  Air  Cavalry  Division. 

2.  (C)  Conments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  replacements,  page  39,  paragraph  2a(l); 
and  Ist  Indorsement,  paragraph  3a;  Nonconcur.  Requisitions  for  replace¬ 
ment  of  unprogrammed  personnel  losses  (UPL)  are  regularly  submitted  to 
Department  of  the  Army;  of  necessity,  the  determination  of  quantity, 
grade,  and  MOS  for  each  UPL  requisition  must  be  based  on  past  experience. 
In  summary,  this  headquarters  sees  no  advantage  in  identifying  UPL  numer¬ 
ical  replacements  as  long  as  this  coninand  lacks  the  capability  of  com¬ 
pletely  replacing  even  programmed  critical  losses  with  requ.rred  grade 
and  MOS. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  casualty  reporting,  page  39,  paragraph 
2a(2),  and  Ist  Indorsement,  paragraph  3b.  The  recoamendation  to  provide 
the  Division  AG  its  own  long  range  conammication  capability  is  not  con- 
siderad  practical  or  economical.  This  would  create  a  requirement  for 
additional  comnuni cations  operating  and  maintenance  personnel  and  equip¬ 
ment  separate  from  the  Division  Signal  Battalion.  Augnentation  reqiiired 
to  meet  additional  comnuni cations  requirements  of  the  division  should 

be  requested  and  be  provided  by  the  Division  Signal  Battalion,  which 
has  the  mission  of  providing  comnuni cations  support  within  the  division. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  levies,  page  39,  paragraph  2a(3);  and 
1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  3c:  Nonconcur.  This  conneuid  is  required  to 
provide  large  numbers  of  experienced  company  grade  officers  and  senior 
nonooDsnissioned  officers  to  MACV  to  serve  as  RF/PF  advisors.  Levies 
are  apportioned  among  USARV  combat  elements  in  accordance  with  ability 
to  fill  and  USARV  connnand  guidance.  Shortage  of  captains  and  senior 
NCO's  described  in  101st  Air  Cavalry  Dlvlsloii  DELL  item  is  reflected  in 
all  coBbat  elements.  Unusual  circumstances  which  require  special 
consideration  should  be  presented  by  the  unit  to  DCG,  USARV,  through 
connand  channels;  Operational  Reports-Lessons  Learned  does  not  con¬ 
stitute  an  adequate  or  appropriate  device  for  requesting  or  recom¬ 
mending  preferential  treatment  in  regard  to  personnel  levies. 
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AVHGC-DST  (U  Iter  AS)  2d  Ind  (C)  2  1  JUL  ISSS. 

SUBJECT:  Operational  R^ort  ^  tha  lOlst  Airborne  Division  for  the 
period  ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (RI) 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  coninand  and  control,  page  UU,  para¬ 
graph  2b(7);  and  let  Indorsement,  paragraph  3m.  Coonand  and  control 
consoles  (AN/ASC-10  and  AN/ASC-ll)  are  issued  according  to  an  estab¬ 
lished  USWV  Basis  of  Issue.  The  lOIst  Air  Cavalry  Division  has  been 
allocated  and  issued  ten  consoles.  If  more  consoles  are  required,  a 
letter  of  request  and  Justification  should  be  submitted  to  this  head¬ 
quarters,  ATTN:  AVHAV-LOC. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  allocating  higher  movement  priorities 
for  repair  parts  resupply,  page  46,  paragraph  2d(3};  and  1st  Indorsement, 
paragraph  3r:  Nonconcur.  Based  on  information  presented,  it  appears 
that  the  problem  lies  in  movement  of  the  items  from  the  depot  to  the 
custooer.  USARV  Regulation  700-8  contains  detailed  instructions  on  the 
use  of  Redball  Support  which  is  a  program  specifically  designed  to  ex¬ 
pedite  delivery  of  repair  parts.  Priority  air  delivery  systems  pre¬ 
scribed  in  USARV  Regulation  55-4  are  available  to  expedite  deliveries. 
Additionally  the  384th  Air  Division  operates  daily  flights  through 
coordination  with  local  THA  office.  Transportation  priorities  are 
predicated  on  KILSTRIP  (DOD  Instructions  4410.6)  Uniform  Material  Move¬ 
ment  and  Issue  Priority  STstem  (UMMIPS).  This  qrstem  allows  the  requi- 
sltioner  to  establish  the  supply  priority  in  accordance  with  UMMIPS 
which  dictates  the  transpcrtation  priority  that  the  material  moves 

under.  This  priority  cannot  be  changed  by  anyone  except  the  requisitioner. 

f .  Reference  item  concerning  area  support,  (Hass  I,  page  47>  para¬ 
graph  d(5)  and  item  concerning  Inter-Service  agreements,  page  47,  para¬ 
graph  2d(6)t  Nonconcur.  Interservice  support  agreements  do  not  govern  the 
methods  of  distribution  of  supplies  in  combat  operations.  Ah  Interser¬ 
vice  support  agreement  is  currently  in  existence  and  provides  that  Navy 

is  responsible  for  all  Class  I  supply  in  I  CTZ.  Location  and  operation 
of  Class  I  Sigqply  Points  is  determined  by  tactical  conmanders  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  their  logistical  staff  advisors.  Although  it  is  agreed  that 
it  is  normally  better  to  support  all  elements  of  one  unit  from  the  same 
supiply  point,  the  operational  conditions  dictate  the  final  decision  and 
not  the  ISSA. 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  post  exchange  supplies,  page  50,  para¬ 
graph  2e(2);  and  let  Indorsement,  paragraph  3ab:  Concur.  Mobile  ex¬ 
change  units  are  prepositioned  with  forward  troops  where  possible  based 
on  available  assets.  The  Vietnam  Regional  Exchange  monitors  troop  move¬ 
ments  both  in-country  moves  aiul  arrivals  from  CONUS  in  order  to  ensure 
that  support  is  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  comnander.  Exchange 
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AVHOC-DST  (18  Mar  68)  2d  Ind  (C)  2  1  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  lOlat  Airborne  Division  for  the 
period  ending  30  April  1968>  RCS  CSROR-65  (Rl) 

support  to  the  lOlst  was  provided  initially  by  the  Marines,  l^en  the 
division  was  sufficiently  settled  in  its  forward  base  camp,  exchange 
support  was  provided  directly  from  the  Da  Nang  exchange  depot.  Since 
Sundries  Packs  were  not  a  fast  moving  item  in  I  CTZ  prior  to  the  Amy 
buildup,  the  Navy  did  not  stock  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  Amy 
requirmnents,  lonedlate  action  was  taken  to  transfer  "^ocks  to  the  Navy 
from  Army  resources  in  II,  III,  &  IV  CTZ's. 

h.  Reference  item  concerning  cable  system,  page  52,  paragraph 
2f(4). 

(1)  The  allegation  implied  by  the  observation,  evaluntion,  and 
reconmendation  on  this  item  is  that  the  two  buried  25  pair  cables 
installed  between  Camp  Eagle  and  Gia  Le  and  the  50  pair  cables  installed 
between  Gia  Le  and  Phu  Bai  were  not  properly  installed  and  tested.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Implication  is  incorrect. 

(2)  The  25  pair  cables  (unloaded)  between  Camp  Eagle  and  Gia  Le 
were  installed  on  a  crash  basis  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  division. 
It  was  intended  to  provide  service  into  the  ccmmunications  nodal  point 

at  Gia  Le,  a  distance  that  precluded  the  need  for  loading  coils  at  that 
time. 

(3)  The  50  pair  (loaded)  buried  cable  between  Gia  Le  and  Phu  Bai 
were  installed  to  permit  the  operation  of  dial  tnmks  between  Gia  Le  and 
Phu  Bai. 

(4)  A  mobile  dial  exchange  was  not  available  for  conmitment  at  Gia 
Le  at  the  time  the  lOlst  Air  Cavalry  Division  deployed  to  Camp  Eagle. 
Therefore,  a  onaller  switchboard  was  installed  at  Gia  Le  and  an  additional 
mauiual  switchboard  was  installed  at  Camp  Eagle  to  serve  the  101st  Air 
Cavalry  Division. 

(5)  A.t  the  request  of  the  101  sc  Air  Cavalry  Division,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  provide  direct  difd  trunks  from  the  manual  switchboard  at  Cwp 
Eagle  to  Phu  Bai.  Those  trunks  would  not  operate  satisfactorily  due  to 
the  distances  involved  and  an  attempt  to  utilize  both  unloaded  and  loaded 
cables. 
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AVHGC-DST  (18  Mar  68)  2d  Ind  (C)  2  1  JUL  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  o£  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  for  the 
period  ending  30  April  1968,  RCl;  CSPOR-65  (RI) 

(6)  The  improper  grounding  of  the  manual  switchboard  of  the  lOlst 
Air  Cavalry  Division  at  Camp  Eagle  would  introduce  noise  and  hum  on  all 
lines  connected  to  the  board  regardless  of  quality  of  cable  construction. 
As  noted  in  the  report,  when  the  board  was  properly  grounded,  that  prob¬ 
lem  was  solved. 

(7)  The  normal  depth  at  which  cable  is  buried  is  between  30  to  UD 
Inches..  kO  inches  being,  the  maximum  depth  a  trencher  will  dig  a  cable 
trench.  When  the  cable  was  originally  installed,  the  area  was  not  secure 
and  the  use  of  signs  would  have  drawn  unnecessary  notice  to  the  cable 
location.  A  cable  construction  platoon  of  the  40th  Signal  Battalion  is 
available  on  call  to  maintain  this  cable.  Coordination  should  be  effected 
with  the  40th  Signal  Battalion  for  routine  and  emergency  service. 

i.  Reference  item  concerning  radio  sets  AN/PRT-4  and  AN/PRR-9,  page 
55,  paragraph  2f(9).  H;  USARV  letter,  aie  AVHGD-MD,  subj,  CK-81  Crystal 
Replacement,  16  February  1968,  informed  all  units  of  stock  numbers  of 
individual  crystals  comprising  Kits  A,  B,  and  C  to  permit  units  to  requi¬ 
sition  replacement  crystals  as  required. 

j.  Reference  item  concerning  keying  device  KYK-28,  page  55 >  para¬ 
graph  2f(l0)  and  Ist  Indorsement,  paragraph  3am.  The  KYK-28  is  used  to 
key  both  the  KY-28  and  KI-38,  The  BOI  for  the  KYK-28  is  one  per  four 
KY-28  and  one  per  thjree  KY-38,  which  results  in  a  total  of  two  KYK-28  per 
seven  KT-38,  Normally,  the  conoiunicatlons  chief  or  his  representative 
key  all  KY-28/38  in  a  given  area.  During  the  period  of  ttds  report, 

the  full  authorization  of  KYK-28 's  and  KY-38 's  was  not  available  for 
issue  to  the  division.  When  full  authorization  is  issued,  sufficient 
KYK-28  should  be  available  to  meet  operational  requirements.  If  experi¬ 
ence  shows  otherwise,  MICE  action  should  be  initiated. 

k.  Reference  xtem  concerning  availability  of  spars  parts,  page  58, 
paragraph  2f (15)  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  3ar.  Concur  in  recom¬ 
mendation  that  units  deploy  with  60  day  supply  of  COMSEC  spare  parts. 

This  will  allow  noimal  operations  while  accounts  are  established  and 
changes  to  demand  data  are  completed.  Though  not  addressed  in  this  re¬ 
port,  the  PLL,  currently  for  15  days,  should  not  be  increased  uidese 
programmed  in  advance  to  avoid  severe  drain  on  the  supply  system. 
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AVHGC-DSI  (18  M«r  63)  2d  Ind  (C)  t  I  JUL  1569 

SUBJKCT:  Operational  Report  of  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  for  the 
period  ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

l,  Reference  item  concerning  crypto  maintenance,  accounting  facili¬ 
ties,  and  augmentation  of  maintenance  personnel,  page  53,  paragraph 
2f(l6):  Nonconcur.  A  proposed  Communications  Security  (COMSEC)  Logistic 
Support  Plan,  approved  by  HQ,  USARV,  has  been  forwarded  for  approval  by 
USASTRATCCM  and  DA.  This  plan  envisions  the  assignment  of  CC^EC  Divisional 
Contact  Detachments  (CDCDS)  to  each  division  for  direct  support  COMSEC 
maintenance  to  all  units  assigied  and  attached  to  the  parent  division. 

This  concept  will  be  acployed  until  experience  is  gained  with  the  new  KY-8, 
KY-28,  and  KY-38  series  of  COMSEC  equipment  and  Divisional  Signal  SattaMon 
MTOE  changes  are  defined  and  processed. 

m.  Reference  item  concerning  administrative,  page  59,  paragraph 
2f(l7)  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  3at:  Concur.  Any  action  which  will 
help  facilitate  the  establishment  of  a  new  account  and  peimit  immediate 
transactions  of  business  by  the  custodian  upon  arrival  in-country  will 
tend  to  ease  or  eliminate  most  problems  attendant  to  an  overseas  deploy¬ 
ment. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANEER: 


Caplain. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Copies  furnished: 

HQ,  lOlst  Air  Cav  Div 
HQ,  PCV 
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GPOfP-DT  (18  Mar  68)  3d  InJ  (D) 

SUBJECT:  Oparational  Report  of  HQ,  lOlat  Abn  Stv  for  the  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  &CS  C8FOR-6S  (Rl)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Arny,  Pacific,  APO  San  Pranclaco  96538  I  AUG  1368 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waahlngton,  0.  C.  20310 

Thla  headquactera  haa  evaluated  subject  report  and  forvardlng  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  In  the  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


c.t.  SHom 
CRT,  AGC 
Aa*i  AG 
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